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MARTHA BARNETT  

Holland & Knight LLP 

850-425-5620 

martha.barnett@hklaw.com  

 

Martha Barnett has practiced law with Holland & Knight LLP since 1973 and is now a retired 

senior partner. She served in leadership roles in the firm including the chair of the 

Government Section and the chair of the Directors Committee. Barnett was the president of 

the American Bar Association in 2000-2001 and the first woman to chair the ABA House of 

Delegates. She is a frequent lecturer and speaker on issues affecting the legal profession. 

She was a member of the Florida Constitutional Revision Commission (1997-1998) and a 

member of the Florida Taxation and Budget Reform Commissions (1990-1994) and (2007-

2008). She is a former chair of the Florida Commission on Ethics and recently chaired an 

Ethics Advisory Panel established by the city of Tallahassee to revise its code of ethics. She 

is the immediate past president of the American Bar Endowment, and is a member of the 

Tulane University Board of Administrators and a member of the Board of Directors of 

Tallahassee Memorial Regional Health Care. She serves on the National Policy Board for the 

Infilaw System, Inc. Barnett received her B.A. from Tulane University and her J.D. from the 

University of Florida. She has been recognized by both universities as the Distinguished 

Alumni of the Year.  

 

ANNETTE BOYD PITTS 

The Florida Law Related Education Association, Inc. 

850-386-8223 

abpflreaed@aol.com  

 

Annette Boyd Pitts is the founding executive director of the Florida Law Related Education 

Association, Inc. She has worked for the past 30 years to advance civic and law-related 

education with student and adult populations. She is the recipient of the National 

Improvements in Justice Award and the American Bar Association Isidore Starr Award for 

Excellence in Public Education. Pitts serves as National Education chair for the National 

Association of Women Judges Informed Voters Project, and is the principal author of The 

Florida Bar Benchmarks Adult Education Program. In 2014, Pitts was recognized by the 

National Center for State Courts with the Sandra Day O’Connor Award for Advancements in 

Civic Education. Since 1997, she has assisted the Florida Supreme Court in implementing an 

annual courts institute for secondary teachers, and she administers statewide high school 

mock trial and appellate court competitions, among other programs. Pitts has presented 

civic and justice education models in more than 25 countries and administered trilateral 

international education for democracy partnerships. She has authored numerous civic 

education articles in state, national and international journals, including Voir Dire, Social 

Education, The Florida Bar Journal and the International Journal of Social Education. 

 

RAOUL G. CANTERO 

White & Case LLP 

mailto:martha.barnett@hklaw.com
mailto:abpflreaed@aol.com


305-995-5290 

raoul.cantero@whitecase.com  

 

Raoul G. Cantero, a former justice on the Florida Supreme Court, leads White & Case's 

Miami Disputes Practice. He is board-certified in appellate practice and is ranked Band 1 by 

Chambers USA in Florida Appellate Practice. He also focuses on cross-border disputes 

relating to Latin America and is a certified arbitrator for the American Arbitration Association 

and the International Centre for Dispute Resolution. Cantero has represented many global 

clients at the trial and appellate levels, specializing in complex, class-action and high-profile 

litigation. In his 30 years as a lawyer, he has handled more than 400 appeals. The 

publication LawDragon lists him as one of the top 500 lawyers in the U.S. He is also a 

certified arbitrator for the American Arbitration Association and the International Centre for 

Dispute Resolution. Cantero's representative clients include QBE Insurance Co., Odebrecht 

USA, Wells Fargo Bank, the Florida Senate, Honeywell International, Philip Morris USA, 

Mastec, Inc., Florida Power & Light Co., Deloitte, and PriceWaterHouseCoopers. Appointed 

to the Florida Supreme Court in 2002 by then-Governor Jeb Bush, Cantero was the first 

justice of Hispanic descent and one of the youngest ever to sit on the Court. In his six years 

as a justice, he heard hundreds of appeals and authored well over 100 majority, concurring 

and dissenting opinions, by definition involving precedent-setting and evolving areas of law. 

 

SANDRA CHANCE  

Brechner Center for Freedom of Information, University of Florida 

352-392-2273 

schance@jou.ufl.edu  

 

Sandra Chance is the executive director of the Brechner Center for Freedom of Information 

in the College of Journalism and Communications at the University of Florida. She joined the 

faculty in 1993 and teaches media law at the undergraduate and graduate level. In 2006, 

she was named the McClatchy Professor in Freedom of Information. Chance lectures 

nationally and internationally on Freedom of Information and First Amendment issues. She 

was admitted to The Florida Bar in 1991 and admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme 

Court. Chance received both her B.S in journalism with high honors and M.A. in journalism 

and communications with distinction from UF. She received her J.D. with honors from the 

University of Florida’s Levin College of Law. Before joining the faculty, she practiced media 

law with Holland & Knight in Tampa. 

 

BILL COTTERELL 

Tallahassee Democrat 

bcotterell@tallahassee.com  

 

Bill Cotterell grew up in Miami in the 1950s and joined the Marine Corps after high school in 

1961. He started college at Miami Dade Junior College in 1965 and was offered a reporting 

job in 1967 in Columbia, S.C., with United Press International. He worked for the wire 

service in the Carolinas, Alabama, Atlanta and Miami, as well as Tallahassee. In 1985, he 

joined the Tallahassee Democrat and covered the Capitol until 2012, when he retired. 

Cotterell continues to write a twice-weekly column for the paper. 

mailto:raoul.cantero@whitecase.com
mailto:schance@jou.ufl.edu
mailto:bcotterell@tallahassee.com


 

HANK COXE  

Bedell, Dittmar, DeVault, Pillans & Coxe 

904-353-0211 

hmc@bedellfirm.com  

 

Hank Coxe has served as president of The Florida Bar and president of the Jacksonville Bar 

Association. A board-certified criminal trial lawyer, he has been the recipient of The Florida 

Bar President's Pro Bono Service Award, The Florida Bar President’s Award of Merit, the 

American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) President’s Award and Jacksonville Area Legal 

Aid’s Justice for All Award and has been named the Jacksonville Financial/Daily News Lawyer 

of the Year. He is a fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers; he has served as a 

Delegate to the American Bar Association, as president of the Florida Supreme Court 

Historical Society and on the Board of Directors of Jacksonville Area Legal Aid; and he has 

chaired the Disciplinary Grievance Committee of the U.S. District Court, Jacksonville 

Division, and The Florida Bar. Coxe’s practice focuses on criminal defense in both state and 

federal courts. He has served on the Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission, the Florida 

Supreme Court Innocence Commission and the Judicial Nominating Commissions of the 

Fourth Circuit and First District Court of Appeal. He is a master of the Chester Bedell Inn of 

Court and has served as a faculty member of the National Institute of Trial Advocacy. In six 

of the past seven years, Coxe has been identified as one of the top 10 Florida lawyers in 

Florida Super Lawyers Magazine, and has been named to the Florida Legal Elite “Hall of 

Fame” by Florida Trend Magazine. He was the recipient of the Steven M. Goldstein Criminal 

Justice Award presented by the Florida Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers; the Selig 

Goldin Award from the Criminal Law Section of The Florida Bar; the Medal of Honor Award 

presented by The Florida Bar Foundation; the 2016 American Inns of Court Professionalism 

Award (United States 11th Circuit); and the 2016 Fran Peacock Coker Community Service 

Award from FLABOTA. 

 

MARTIN A. DYCKMAN  

Journalist and author 

828-550-1125 

dyckmanm@bellsouth.net  

 

Martin A. Dyckman is a retired (2006) associate editor of the St. Petersburg Times (now 

Tampa Bay Times), where he covered state and national government and politics and wrote 

editorials and columns during a 46-year career. During an early posting to Tallahassee, his 

reporting contributed to the resignations of two Supreme Court justices and to the adoption 

of merit selection and retention for the Florida appellate bench. The Florida Bar Foundation 

recognized his articles on prison reform and judicial reform with its 1984 Medal of Honor 

award. In 2015, he became the first recipient of The Florida Bar's Susan Spencer-Wendel 

Award for Lifetime Achievement. Dyckman is the author of three books, “Floridian of His 

Century: The Courage of Governor LeRoy Collins,” “A Most Disorderly Court: Scandal and 

Reform in the Florida Judiciary” and “Reubin O'D. Askew and the Golden Age of Florida 

Politics,” published by the University Press of Florida. Dyckman is a graduate of Florida 

State University with a B.A. in American Studies and served in the U.S. Army Reserve. He 
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was an investigative reporter and editorial writer for WJXT in Jacksonville in 1968-69 before 

returning to the Times. Currently, he writes columns for Florida Politics.  

 

GARY FINEOUT  

The Associated Press 

850-224-1211 

GFineout@ap.org  

 

Gary Fineout is a member of the Tallahassee bureau of The Associated Press. A veteran 

Tallahassee journalist, he joined the AP in 2011. He has covered state government since 

1995, including coverage of politics, the budget, the judiciary and election law cases. 

Fineout has worked at the Miami Herald, the Tallahassee Democrat, the New York Times 

Newspaper Group and the Daytona Beach News-Journal. His work also has appeared in 

numerous other publications including the New York Times, 850 magazine and the Daily 

Business Review. Before joining the AP, Fineout helped start The Florida Current, an 

Internet-based news operation for clients of a legislative tracking service. Fineout graduated 

from Florida State University with a degree in American and Florida studies. 

 

WAYNE GARCIA  

The University of South Florida, Zimmerman School of Advertising and Communications  

813-468-1925 

wgarcia@usf.edu  

 

Wayne Garcia is an award-winning political journalist and educator, working in Florida 

newspapers, colleges and political campaigns for 30 years. Garcia teaches journalism at the 

University of South Florida in Tampa, where he also serves as the associate director of 

Zimmerman School of Advertising and Mass Communications. As a journalist, he worked for 

the St. Petersburg Times, Tampa Tribune and Gainesville Sun daily newspapers. During his 

tenure as the political editor for the alt-weekly Creative Loafing, Garcia won two Sunshine 

State Awards for his political writing and his widely read political blog. He was the 2009 

recipient of the Irene Miller Vigilance in Journalism Award from the Pinellas Chapter of the 

ACLU. He is the immediate past executive director of the Florida Scholastic Press 

Association, the leading advocacy group for high school journalists in the state. As a political 

consultant, he ran or was part of more than 100 campaigns in the state. A native of Scotch 

Plains, N.J., who grew up in Fort Lauderdale, Garcia is a Florida Gator and received his 

master’s degree from USF St. Petersburg. 

 

PAT GLEASON 

Attorney General’s Office  

850-245-0140 

Pat.Gleason@myfloridalegal.com  

 

Pat Gleason is special counsel for open government for Attorney General Pam Bondi. She 

also has served as the advocate for the Florida Ethics Commission and chief of the 

Administrative Law Section in the Attorney General’s Office. She is a graduate of the Florida 
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State University College of Law. She also is currently the editor of the Sunshine Manual and 

the Public Records Guide for Law Enforcement agencies. 

 

GINA JORDAN  

WLRN-Miami Herald News Tallahassee Bureau 

850-391-8249 

gjordan@wlrnnews.org  

 

Gina Jordan has been on the radio for more than 25 years. The Tallahassee native began 

her career in a shack on Park Avenue that was home to WTAL-AM. The shack with the large 

tower behind it is long gone, but Jordan still remembers the hissing roaches that flew across 

the room as she delivered the news. She also remembers the mad dash to the bank on 

payday. If she didn’t get there first, the checks often weren’t good. During this time, she 

also worked as a full-time production assistant at WCTV. Jordan soon moved to Orlando, 

where she spent 15 years as an anchor at commercial stations WWNZ, WDBO and WWKA. 

Needing a change, she returned to Tallahassee -- this time with a husband and son in tow -- 

to join NPR-affiliate WFSU. A few years later, she became the Capitol reporter for WLRN in 

Miami. She also worked on the NPR education reporting project StateImpact Florida. 

Jordan’s stories and newscasts have been honored by PRNDI, Green Eyeshade, Murrow and 

The Associated Press, including Best in Show. Jordan wears several hats in WLRN’s 

Tallahassee bureau. Her duties include reporting, producing talk shows and editing scripts. 

When she’s not producing news, Jordan makes use of her theatre degree from Florida State 

University as a drama instructor at Young Actors Theatre in Tallahassee. 

 

TOM JULIN  

Gunster Yoakley & Stewart P.A. 

305-376-6007  

tjulin@gunster.com  

 

Tom Julin has litigated free speech issues of almost every type in Florida and around the 

country and has been a leader in advocating for First Amendment rights of business. Most 

notably, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled favorably in Sorrell v. IMS Health, Inc. on Julin’s 

contention in 2011 that data mining for target marketing is protected against regulation that 

cannot survive heightened judicial scrutiny. That precedent-setting opinion, which resulted 

in invalidation of three state laws, has been cited in more than 1,000 subsequent judicial 

decisions in which companies have challenged laws and regulations restricting advertising, 

pharmaceutical sales, securities offerings, labor practices, Internet communications and 

more. In the early part of his 35-year legal career, Julin’s clients were primarily newspaper, 

magazine and book publishers, television stations and networks, wire services and media 

industry associations. In that world, Julin learned the importance of the free flow of 

information and how to protect it. Today, Julin, a shareholder in the Miami office of Gunster 

Yoakley Stewart PA, has found that most businesses engage in extensive data collection, 

analysis and use and, as a consequence, all face increasingly complex regulatory and 

judicial challenges that implicate First Amendment principles. From the beginning of his 

practice to today, Julin has advocated open government principles. In 1983, he persuaded 

the Florida Supreme Court to enjoin Sunshine Law violations of the University of Florida 
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College of Law and later obtained a consent decree against the Florida State University 

College of Law. Most recently, he led a journalist’s campaign to declassify 28 pages of a 

congressional report regarding the Saudi government’s possible support for the 9/11 

terrorist attacks against the United States. The report had been kept secret for more than 

13 years until declassified by President Obama in 2016. 

 

DARA KAM 

The News Service of Florida 

850-570-1592 

darakam@gmail.com  

 

Dara Kam has spent two decades reporting on Florida government, politics and courts for 

the New York Times Regional Newspaper Group, Gannett Co., The Palm Beach Post and The 

Associated Press, where she was part of the award-winning team covering the Florida 

recount in the 2000 presidential election. Kam is among a handful of reporters who are 

respected by both proponents and opponents of the death penalty. Her body of work on this 

divisive and difficult-to-cover beat includes detailed analyses of state and national court 

decisions regarding capital punishment, as well as stories that bring home to readers the 

emotions and pageantry involved in executions. She has written extensively about the 

experiences of inmates on Death Row, as well as those who have been exonerated, and the 

attorneys who represent them. Kam joined The News Service of Florida as senior writer in 

2013, and her work regularly appears on the front pages of Florida's daily newspapers. 

 

MARY ELLEN KLAS 

Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 

850-222-3095 

meklas@miamiherald.com  

 

Mary Ellen Klas is capital bureau chief for the Miami-Herald and a co-bureau chief of the 

paper’s merged bureau with the Tampa Bay Times. She is a graduate of the Columbia 

University Graduate School of Journalism, and a graduate of the University of St. Catherine 

in St. Paul, Minn. Klas has won awards for her enterprise coverage of numerous issues, 

most recently for her work on the Herald’s investigation of the state’s child welfare system 

and its investigation of the state's prison system, “Cruel and Unusual.” Klas has also been 

cited for her contribution to the Herald's awarding-winning series “Innocents Lost,” which 

won numerous awards, including the 2015 Goldsmith Award from the Shorenstein Center at 

Harvard for Investigative Journalism, and the Selden Ring Award for Investigative Reporting 

by the University of Southern California’s Annenberg School for Communication & 

Journalism. Throughout her 29-year career in Florida, Klas has been responsible for ground-

breaking coverage of campaign finance, public records, prisons, redistricting, gambling, 

insurance, utility industries, growth management, nursing home litigation and 

environmental laws. She has covered five governors -- from the state’s first attempt at 

health care reform and the landmark tobacco lawsuit under Lawton Chiles, to the 2000 

recount, the emphasis on outsourcing under Jeb Bush, and the recession and Florida’s ever-

shifting political landscape under Charlie Crist and Rick Scott. Before she became bureau 

chief for the Herald in 2004, Klas was Tallahassee bureau chief for Florida Trend magazine 
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and bureau chief for the Palm Beach Post. She is married to John Kennedy, senior writer in 

the Palm Beach Post’s Tallahassee bureau. They have two daughters. Klas is the recipient of 

the League of Women Voters' 2016 Making Democracy Work Award for her coverage of 

redistricting. She also has received the Women of Distinction Award from the Girl Scout 

Council of the Florida Panhandle, and she is a member of Leadership Florida’s Class XXXIII. 

 

JORGE LABARGA  

Chief justice, Supreme Court of Florida 

850-413-8371 

vickersb@flcourts.org  

 

Jorge Labarga was sworn in on June 30, 2014, as the 56th chief justice of Florida -- the first 

person of Hispanic descent to lead the state judicial branch. His colleagues re-elected him to 

a second two-year term as chief justice in 2016. Labarga was born in Cuba and arrived in 

the United States at the age of 11. He graduated from Forest Hill High School in West Palm 

Beach and received his B.A. (1976) and J.D. (1979) from the University of Florida. Gov. 

Lawton Chiles appointed Labarga to the circuit court of the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, in and 

for Palm Beach County, in 1996. There, Labarga served in the family, civil and criminal 

divisions. He also served as the administrative judge of the civil division. In December 2008, 

Labarga was appointed by Gov. Charlie Crist to the Fourth District Court of Appeal, where 

he served only a single day -- Jan. 1, 2009. That same day, Gov. Crist placed him on the 

Florida Supreme Court. Justice Labarga created the Florida Commission on Access to Civil 

Justice by administrative order on Nov. 24, 2014, and is overseeing implementation of a 

major new court communication plan adopted in December 2015. The communication plan 

emphasizes the importance of courts at all levels reaching out directly to the media and to 

the people they serve using Twenty-First Century communication tools such as social media. 

It already has become a model spotlighted at national and international court educational 

programs held in the summer of 2016 and caps more than 40 years of official openness to 

the media, which began in 1975 when Florida led the nation in first letting TV cameras into 

courtroom trials. 

 

SUSAN A. MACMANUS  

The University of South Florida, Department of Government and International Affairs 

813-503-0561 

macmanus@usf.edu  

 

Susan A. MacManus is a Distinguished University Professor at USF in the Department of 

Government and International Affairs. She directs the annual USF-Nielsen Sunshine State 

Survey -- the state’s most extensive annual public policy survey of adult Floridians 

(sunshinestatesurvey.org). MacManus received her M.A. from the University of Michigan and 

Ph.D. from Florida State University. From 1998 to 2015, she was a political analyst for WFLA 

News Channel 8 (Tampa’s NBC affiliate). This year, she is the political analyst for ABC Action 

News (Tampa’s ABC affiliate). Since 2008, she has been a featured columnist on 

sayfiereview.com, a Florida-based political website. She has appeared on every major 

broadcast and cable television and radio network and been interviewed by major 

newspapers in Florida, the U.S. and abroad. She is Florida’s most-quoted political scientist. 
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MacManus is not affiliated with any political party. MacManus has authored or co-authored a 

number of publications on Florida politics, including “Politics in Florida, 4th ed., Young v. 

Old: Generational Combat in the 21st Century?” and “Targeting Senior Voters.” MacManus 

and her mother, Elizabeth, are the authors of two local Florida history books published by 

the University of Tampa Press: “Citrus, Sawmills, Critters & Crackers: Early Life in Lutz and 

Central Pasco County” and “Going, Going, Almost Gone: Lutz-Land O' Lakes Pioneers Share 

Their Precious Memories.” She co-edits a series with David Colburn (University of Florida) on 

Florida Politics for the University Press of Florida. She serves on the UF Bob Graham Center 

for Public Service Council of Advisors and on the Board of Directors of the newly formed 

Florida TaxWatch Center for Florida Citizenship. MacManus chaired the Florida Elections 

Commission from 1999-2003. 

 

TIA MITCHELL  

The Florida Times-Union – Tallahassee Bureau 

850-933-1321 

tia.mitchell@jacksonville.com  

 

Tia Mitchell is a political journalist who currently is statehouse bureau chief for The Florida 

Times-Union newspaper. Based in Tallahassee, she covers state government and politics for 

the paper with a focus on Northeast Florida issues and lawmakers. Mitchell also writes a 

popular column in the Sunday “Reason” section that focuses on analysis and insight on 

local, state and national politics. Mitchell is a native of Louisville, Ky. She earned a 

bachelor’s degree in journalism from Florida A&M University. She returned to the Times-

Union in 2014 after working for four years at the Tampa Bay Times. Most of that time she 

was stationed in the Times/Miami Herald Tallahassee Bureau, where she concentrated on 

health care and higher-education coverage. Among her most notable contributions was the 

national scoop that Gov. Rick Scott had changed his stance on Medicaid expansion. (He has 

since changed it again.) Mitchell is president of the Florida Capitol Press Corps, the 

association of journalists who cover government and politics in Tallahassee. You can catch 

her singing and dancing on stage each year at the annual Press Skits scholarship fundraiser. 

 

SAMUEL MORLEY  

Florida Press Association 

321-283-5353 

smorley@flpress.com  

 

Samuel Morley is general counsel for the Florida Press Association in Tallahassee. He 

represents the association before the state Legislature and administrative agencies and 

oversees the FPA legal hotline, which provides legal advice to newspapers throughout the 

state. He is former chair of the Florida Bar Media Law Committee and currently chairs the 

Media Awards Committee. Morley was formerly an associate and partner at Holland & Knight 

law firm. He ha been a member of The Florida Bar since 1984. 

 

BARBARA PARIENTE  

Supreme Court of Florida 

850-488-8421 
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williamb@flcourts.org  

 

Barbara Pariente is the second woman to serve on Florida’s Supreme Court and was its chief 

justice from 2004 to 2006. She is state coordinating committee co-chair for the National 

Association of Women Judges’ Informed Voters Project. She began a successful 20-year 

legal career in 1975, first as a Florida federal district court law clerk and then as one of 

South Florida’s pioneering women trial attorneys. Throughout her career, she has been 

committed to improving the lives of women, children and families in Florida, especially those 

whose disadvantages have brought them into courts. Since her appointment to the court in 

1997, she has championed drug courts, Florida’s nationally praised program to rehabilitate 

people who commit minor crimes because of substance abuse, rather than send them to 

prison. She has been a driving force behind Florida’s Unified Family Courts, a judicial 

approach to help ensure that each family’s legal problems are managed comprehensively by 

a single judge or team. In 2003, Justice Pariente turned a personal setback -- breast cancer 

-- into a public victory by sharing her successful treatment with Florida and national media. 

She graduated with highest honors from Boston University before attending George 

Washington University Law School. On March 11, 2008, she was inducted into the Florida 

Women’s Hall of Fame. 

 

RICKY POLSTON 

Supreme Court of Florida 

850-488-2361 

adkinst@flcourts.org  

 

Ricky Polston is a justice on the Supreme Court of Florida. A native of Graceville, he earned 

his bachelor’s degree, summa cum laude, in 1977 from Florida State University and his J.D., 

with high honors, in 1986, from the FSU College of Law. A certified public accountant, he 

had a public accounting practice from 1977-1984. He was in private law practice from 1987-

2000, and was a judge in the First District Court of Appeal from 2001 until 2008, when he 

was appointed to the Supreme Court by Gov. Charlie Crist. He is married to Deborah Ehler 

Polston, and they have 10 children, including an adopted sibling group of six. 

 

 

ERROL POWELL 

Retired Administrative Law Judge, Florida Division of Administrative Hearings 

850-251-2117 

epowell56@comcast.net  

 

Judge Errol H. Powell retired as an administrative law judge from the Florida Division of 

Administrative Hearings in 2013, after serving for more than 20 years. He is a Florida 

Supreme Court Certified Circuit Mediator and Qualified Arbitrator. Powell remains active in 

the legal profession, currently serving as a member of the Florida Supreme Court Standing 

Committee on Fairness & Diversity; in The Florida Bar, currently serving as chair of the 

Media & Communications Law Committee; and in local and state voluntary legal 

associations. He is also an active member of the American Bar Association, including having 

served on the Judicial Division's Standing Committee on Diversity in the Judiciary and the 
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Council of the Administrative Law and Regulatory Practice Section; the National Bar 

Association, Judicial Council; and other national legal organizations. Powell is active in his 

local community, serving on numerous boards, and has received numerous awards for his 

service in the community. 

 

BARRY RICHARD  

Greenberg Traurig PA 

850-222-6891 

richardb@gtlaw.com  

 

Barry Richard has been nationally recognized by the highest lawyer rating organizations and 

publications for his trial and appellate work. In 2000, Richard represented George W. Bush 

in the Florida litigation that determined the presidency. In that capacity, he effectively 

managed 47 cases throughout the state, personally arguing many of them. His performance 

before a national audience earned him the National Law Journal’s Lawyer of the Year 

designation in 2001, and its designation in 2006 as one of the “100 Most Influential Lawyers 

in America.” Richard has since received a lengthy list of professional recognitions. Among 

them, he has been inducted into the American College of Trial Lawyers, which limits its 

membership to 1 percent of the lawyers in the United States and Canada, and the 

International Academy of Trial Lawyers, which limits its membership to 500 lawyers in the 

United States. Richard served two-and-one-half years of active duty as an attorney in the 

Judge Advocate General’s Corps of the United States Navy. In that capacity, he was 

assigned as legal adviser to the commanding officer of the Twelfth Naval District medical 

facilities in Northern California. After completing active duty with special commendation in 

1970, he began private practice in Miami, followed by service as assistant attorney general 

and later deputy attorney general for the state of Florida, the second in command of the 

state’s Department of Legal Affairs. Richard concentrates his practice in the fields of 

complex commercial litigation, constitutional law and appellate law. He has successfully 

argued four cases before the United States Supreme Court and hundreds of cases 

before federal and state trial and appellate courts throughout the United States. In addition 

to his successful representation of major corporations, he has advised and represented all 

three branches of government, including both Democratic and Republican governors and 

legislatures, and multiple executive branch agencies as well as individual public officers and 

candidates. For three decades, Richard has served as litigation counsel to The Florida Bar. 

 

ALI CARDEN SACKETT  

The Florida Bar 

850-561-5801 

asackett@floridabar.org  

 

Ali Carden Sackett is chief branch discipline counsel at the Tallahassee office of The Florida 

Bar. She has been a member of the Bar since October 2002 and has been with the Bar since 

2007. Sackett received a B.S. with honors in history from the University of Montevallo in 

Alabama and a J.D. from the Mississippi College School of Law. Before her current 

prosecutorial work, Sackett was employed as a senior managing attorney at the Quincy 
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Branch of Legal Services of North Florida, Inc., focusing on family law, domestic violence, 

dependency and bankruptcy. She is a member of Tallahassee Women Lawyers. 

 

ION SANCHO  

Leon County Supervisor of Elections 

850-606-8683 

ion@leoncountyfl.gov  

 

Ion Sancho is the supervisor of elections for Leon County. He is currently serving his 

seventh four-year term since January 1989. One of only three (out of 67) supervisors of 

elections in Florida without party affiliation, Sancho has devoted special attention to 

studying voting technologies and increasing citizen participation in our electoral system. 

Under his administration, Leon County's voter turnout has consistently ranked among the 

best in Florida, with a record-setting 86-percent turnout in the November 2008 general 

election. Sancho was appointed by the Florida Supreme Court in December 2000 as the 

technical expert to oversee the Florida recount effort and was recognized by the Leon 

County Board of County Commissioners for providing “statistically the cleanest county 

elections in the state” during that election. In 2005, Sancho sanctioned the first tests of 

voting machines by voting integrity experts, independent of the vendors. His actions were 

captured in the 2007 Emmy-nominated film “Hacking Democracy.” In 1996, Sancho became 

the first Florida election official to attain national certification (Certified Elections 

Registration Official, the Election Center). He is regularly interviewed by national and local 

media and has presented testimony before Congress, the U.S. Election Assistance 

Committee and the U.S. Civil Rights Commission. In 1998, he co-authored the first national 

Principles and Standards of Conduct of Elections/Registrations Officials. In 2008, the Leon 

County Supervisor of Elections Office received the Freedom Award from the nonpartisan 

Election Center for outstanding innovations in the field of elections. Sancho has a J.D. from 

the Florida State University College of Law (1987) and a B.A. in social science from Stetson 

University (1978). After more than 27 years of leadership, Sancho will be retiring from his 

position of Leon county’s supervisor of elections in the end of 2016. 

 

WILLIAM J. “BILL” SCHIFINO, JR. 

President of The Florida Bar, 2016-2017 

Burr & Forman, LLP 

813-221-2626 

president@flabar.org  

 

William J. “Bill” Schifino, Jr. is managing partner in the Tampa office of Burr & Forman LLP 

and is a board-certified specialist in business litigation. He focuses on litigation and trial 

practice, including securities litigation and arbitration, professional malpractice litigation, 

employment litigation and intellectual property litigation. He also is on the firm’s Executive 

Committee. Schifino earned his J.D. degree from the University of Florida College of Law 

and his B.A. from Tulane University. After law school, he worked for Taub & Williams, P.A., 

then helped establish Williams, Schifino, Mangione & Steady, P.A., where he was a founding 

shareholder, president and then managing director before the firm combined with Burr & 

Forman in 2012. Schifino recently completed an eight-year term as a member and chairman 
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of the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit Judicial Nominating Commission. Schifino has been active in 

Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Greater Tampa and as a director of the corporate board of the 

Boys & Girls Club of Tampa Bay, Inc. He is on the Board of Trustees for the University of 

Florida Levin College of Law. He also spent many years as a youth league softball and 

baseball coach. He and his wife, Paola, have two daughters and a son. 

 

SHANELL SCHUYLER  

The Florida Bar 

850-561-5673 

SSchuyler@floridabar.org  

 

Shanell Schuyler is director of the Attorney Consumer Assistance Program (ACAP) and 

Intake Department of The Florida Bar. She also supervises the Bar’s Grievance Mediation 

and Fee Arbitration Program pursuant to Chapter 14 of the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar. 

In 1990, she graduated from Florida State University, cum laude, with a B.S. in finance. She 

attended Stetson University College of Law, graduating in 1994, and began her legal career 

in a South Florida law firm, where she made partner and practiced commercial litigation, 

banking law, eminent domain, real estate and probate administration. Schuyler chaired the 

Unlicensed Practice of Law Committee and later she became chair of a Grievance Committee 

in the 17th Circuit. From 2003-2007, she practiced law in Johnson City, Tenn., focusing on 

representing children with dependency issues. She relocated to Tallahassee in 2007, as a 

senior attorney in the Bar’s ACAP program. She became the director of the ACAP/Intake 

Department in early 2012. Schuyler taught school law online for Liberty University’s School 

of Education, and she was an adjunct professor at East Tennessee State University. She is 

also active in her local church and in her community, where she serves on the board of a 

local theater.  

 

NEIL SKENE  

Illinois Department of Children and Family Services 

850-445-9560 

neil@skenelaw.com  

 

Neil Skene has been a part of journalism, law and public-policy issues in Florida for most of 

the last 40 years and recently completed writing a book, “The Florida Supreme Court 1972 - 

1987: A Journey Toward Justice,” expected for publication next year. His 20-year career 

with the Times Publishing Co. in St. Petersburg included seven years with the Times (now 

Tampa Bay Times) as courts reporter, assistant city editor and Tallahassee bureau chief, 

and as Tallahassee columnist for Florida Trend magazine, followed by two years as editor of 

St. Petersburg's afternoon paper. In 1986, he became executive editor of the Congressional 

Quarterly in Washington and became publisher and president in 1990. He was a trustee of 

the Poynter Institute for 14 years. His management consulting and teaching since 1998 

have included a stint as special counsel to secretaries Bob Butterworth and George Sheldon 

at the Florida Department of Children and Families. He is now serving as deputy chief of 

staff for Chicago at the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services. Skene also is 

vice chairman of the board of MedAffinity Corp., which provides electronic health records 

software for nursing and medical schools. For 10 years, Skene coached the undergraduate 
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mock trial team at Florida State University, which won the 2013 national championship. His 

B.A. in political science is from Vanderbilt University, and his law degree is from Mercer 

University in 1977. 

 

DAVID M. SNYDER  

David M. Snyder P.A. 

813-258-4501 

dmsnyder@dms-law.com  

 

David M. Snyder is media lawyer in Tampa and an adjunct professor in the Department of 

Journalism & Media Studies at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg. Licensed to 

practice law in New York, Florida and a number of federal courts since 1983, Snyder has 

helped consumers, taxpayers and the media access information and protected their right to 

publish it, first as a law clerk in The New York Times Co. legal department, then as an 

associate or partner in major law firms and in solo practice since 1995. At USFSP, he 

teaches graduate courses in Digital Media Law and Ethics, Mass Media Law Seminar and 

News Coverage of Public Life and undergraduate courses in History and Principles of 

Communications Law, Public Affairs Reporting, Senior Seminar, Research Methods and 

Writing for Mass Media. He was a staff writer/beat reporter for the Clearwater Sun and St. 

Petersburg (now Tampa Bay) Times (1975-79). He also served 34 years (1967-2001) in the 

Naval Reserve as a military journalist NCO and public affairs officer, retiring at the rank of 

captain. Among assignments around the world, he served as U.S. Navy spokesman for the 

peacekeeping forces in Beirut, Lebanon, in the months following the terrorist attacks on 

U.S. forces there. Snyder received a B.A. in English from the University of South Florida 

(Tampa), where he was managing editor of The Oracle and won a Distinguished Service 

Award from the Department of Mass Communications. He received a J.D., summa cum 

laude, and graduated first in his class from Stetson University College of Law, where he was 

editor-in-chief of the Stetson Law Review. Among his publications, “Rediscovering Florida’s 

Common Law Defenses to Libel and Slander,” co-authored with George K. Rahdert and 

published in the Stetson Law Review, has been cited by the Florida Supreme Court, among 

others, as a foundational work on defamation defense in Florida. 

 

GREGG D. THOMAS  

Thomas & LoCicero PL 

813-984-3060 

gthomas@tlolawfirm.com  

 

Gregg D. Thomas is a commercial litigator and media lawyer who, for many years, has 

represented publishers and broadcasters throughout the Southeast. Through his work as a 

media lawyer, Thomas has been instrumental in establishing much of the key precedent in 

Florida on public records, open meetings, the journalist’s privilege, defamation, and invasion 

of privacy. His practice also covers intellectual property issues, where Thomas counsels 

clients on IP rights and litigates IP disputes. Thomas’ commercial litigation practice covers a 

broad range of clients and industries, from international petroleum exploration to contested 

national elections, from the design and implementation of computer software to rights of 

privacy and publicity. Thomas formerly served as a judicial clerk for the Hon. Ben 
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Krentzman (1976-78) and George Carr (1978-79) on the United States District Court for the 

Middle District of Florida. Thomas has been selected for many years as one of the Legal Elite 

Best Lawyers in Florida (Florida Trend Magazine), Super Lawyers, and Best Lawyers in 

America (Commercial Litigation, First Amendment Law and Media Law). He has been 

inducted into the Florida Freedom of Information Hall of Fame.  

 

KENNETH TURKEL 

Bajo Cuva Cohen and Turkel, P.A. 

813-443-2199 x3 

KTurkel@bajocuva.com  

 

Kenneth Turkel is a third-generation Tampa native and a 1982 graduate of Jesuit High 

School. His practice is focused on the prosecution and defense of complex business and civil 

litigation matters, including intellectual property cases, as well as the representation of 

clients in the sports and entertainment industries. During the course of his career Turkel has 

tried numerous cases in state and federal court, representing clients in numerous industries 

on both the plaintiff and defense sides in business matters concerning breach of contract 

claims, restrictive covenant cases, defamation and privacy torts, business torts, trade secret 

and intellectual property disputes, employment and discrimination matters, unfair business 

practices, and shareholder and corporate disputes. Turkel has also tried numerous disputes 

in arbitration before the AAA, NASD (now FINRA) and private arbitrations. He has significant 

experience in litigation before administrative and regulatory bodies and has represented 

companies in the conduct of internal investigations and parallel criminal investigations at 

the state and federal level. Turkel has also served as counsel in numerous class action 

proceedings. Turkel received his J.D. in 1990 from Stetson University College of Law, and 

was an assistant state attorney in Florida’s Sixth Judicial Circuit until he joined Williams 

Schifino Mangione and Steady, PA, a mid-size Tampa firm, in late 1991. He practiced there 

for 19 years until July 2010, when Turkel and his partner, Steve Cohen, joined up with their 

friends and colleagues, Pedro Bajo and Tony Cuva, with the mutual vision of building a 

strong Tampa-based litigation and trial firm focused on serving clients in the Tampa Bay 

area and throughout Florida. Turkel has been active in his local, state and national bar 

associations, and served as the president of the Hillsborough County (Tampa) Bar 

Association from 2009-2010. Turkel enjoys following high school football and all professional 

sports in the Tampa area. He coached youth baseball, softball and football for 15 years, was 

president of his local Little League, and he still occasionally assists youth teams as a coach. 

He also plays drums in a local classic rock band. 

 

MIKE VASILINDA  

Capitol News Service 

850-224-5546 

mikev@flanews.com  

 

Mike Vasilinda received a Walter Cronkite Award for Excellence in Political Television 

Journalism in 2005 for his enterprising coverage of the controversial “Felons List” during the 

2004 election cycle. He is the longest continuously serving member of the Capital Press 
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Corps, beginning his career covering Florida politics while he was still a student at Florida 

State University. In January 1974, he founded what is today Florida Public Radio’s “Capitol 

Report.” Today, he reports for 10 Florida TV stations and produces “Facing Florida,” a 30-

minute weekly wrap-up of Florida political news that is seen on seven TV stations in six 

markets. 

 

FRANCINE WALKER 

The Florida Bar 

850-561-6834 

fwalker@floridabar.org  

 

Francine Andía Walker, APR, CPRC, is director of Public Information and Bar Services for The 

Florida Bar in Tallahassee. Walker held several positions in hospital and association public 

relations in Jacksonville before relocating in 1996 to Tallahassee with the Florida Medical 

Association as vice president of Communications, Education and Meeting Services. She 

joined The Florida Bar in February 2000. Nationally accredited in public relations, Walker is 

also a Certified Public Relations Counselor. She has held leadership roles in the Public 

Relations Society of America/North Florida Chapter and in the Florida Public Relations 

Association and served as chair of the Communications Section of the National Association 

of Bar Executives (NABE). In September 2013, she received the E.A. “Wally” Richter 

Leadership Award from the NABE Communications Section. At The Florida Bar, Walker works 

with leadership on strategic communications. She is responsible for media relations, 

consumer awareness programs, the voluntary bar liaison program, law-related education 

and the www.floridabar.org. A Jacksonville native, she graduated from Episcopal High 

School in 1977 and received a Bachelor of Science in journalism from the University of 

Florida in 1981. 

 

CRAIG WATERS  

Supreme Court of Florida 

850-414-7641 

watersc@flcourts.org  

 

Craig Waters is communications counsel and director of the Office of Public Information at 

the Florida Supreme Court. He served as spokesman for the court in the 2000 presidential 

election appeals, Bush v. Gore, when he frequently appeared live on worldwide television 

newscasts announcing decisions of the court. Waters now has worked at the court for 30 

years, becoming the court's first official webmaster in 1995 and serving from 1996 to 1998 

as executive assistant to Chief Justice Gerald Kogan, handling external administrative 

affairs. He established the court's public information office in 1996 and began using the 

internet to distribute court documents to the media and the public that same year. In 1997, 

he organized the first live gavel-to-gavel video broadcasts of all Florida Supreme Court 

hearings via satellite, cable television and the web. In 2007, Waters founded the Florida 

Court Public Information Officers, Inc., a federally recognized nonprofit that is the first 

professional association in the nation for state court communicators. He is widely recognized 

as a pioneer in using social media as tools for courts to engage the public they serve. He 

earned his law degree with honors from the University of Florida Levin College of Law and 
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his undergraduate degree with honors from Brown University. Waters has been a Florida 

attorney since 1987 and is active in Bar activities and committees. A native of Pensacola, he 

is the author of several books, and was an award-winning reporter with the Gannett 

Newspapers for four years before attending law school. He began his journalism career in 

the Santa Rosa County bureau of the Pensacola News Journal in 1979, later working as its 

court beat reporter in Escambia County and a political reporter in Tallahassee before leaving 

for law school in 1983. Waters has hosted the Reporters’ Workshop at the Florida Supreme 

Court building for more than 10 years. 

 


