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Examining the Issues, Evaluating 
Proposals: 2017-2018 Florida 

Constitution Revision Commission
 Topics addressed

P Amending the Florida Constitution
P Florida Constitution Revision Commission
P Amendments on the Nov. 6, 2018, ballot

Time needed: 45 minutes

Overview: This presentation reviews how to amend Florida’s Constitution while 
focusing on the Florida Constitution Revision Commission and proposals that will 
be on the 2018 General Election ballot.

Group type and size: Adult civic/nonpartisan groups and may be used in a variety 
of settings, including dinner meetings for groups of varying sizes.

Materials needed:
 PowerPoint: Examining the Issues, Evaluating Proposals: 2017-2018 Florida 

Constitution Revision Commission 
 Handout A – Is it in the Florida Constitution? and Answer Guide
 Handout B – Examining the Issues, Evaluating Proposals
 Handout C – Proposals
 Chart paper
 Sticky notes

Equipment: Computer for PowerPoint, projector and screen. Contact event coordi-
nator. Bring downloadable materials on a flash drive and handouts for distribution.

Preparation:
 Review all handouts and PowerPoint.
 Print and review the PowerPoint in “notes view.” The PowerPoint includes 

notes to guide the presentation.
 Make copies of all materials.

Getting started: As participants enter, have them work on Handout A (Is it in the 
Florida Constitution?) without looking up the answers. Briefly introduce yourself and 
give an overview of the presentation. Debrief Handout A by asking if participants 
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think the topics listed are in the Florida Constitution. Use Presenter Handout A for 
correct answers.

Proceed with the PowerPoint: Highlight what the public knows about the struc-
ture and functions of government, as well as ways to amend the Florida Constitu-
tion. The PowerPoint will provide an overview of a constitution, a comparison of 
the U.S. and Florida constitutions, and the definition of the Florida Constitution as 
provided by the Florida Legislature. Highlight key terms:
 Government of the state
 Permanent
 General nature
 Originates from the people

Focus on the three co-equal branches of government, addressed in Articles III–V 
of the Florida Constitution, explaining the hierarchy of law and the difference 
between a constitution and statutes.

Amending the Florida Constitution: Address how often we should change a 
constitution by highlighting the number of proposals to amend the U.S. and Florida 
constitutions. Outline the five methods by which the Florida Constitution can be 
amended.

Role of Constitution Revision Commission: Explain the role of the Florida Con-
stitution Revision Commission. Members are appointed to: adopt rules of proce-
dure, examine the Florida Constitution, hold public hearings and file recommended 
changes for voter consideration, as outlined in the Florida Constitution in Article XI: 
Amendments.

Who decides? Voters decide if a proposal is added to the Florida Constitution. If 
60 percent of voters approve, the proposal is included in the Florida Constitution.

CRC: In the Process: More than 900 public and commissioner-sponsored pro-
posals were considered. Commissioners voted to advance 25 proposals to the 
CRC’s Style and Drafting Committee, whose role includes:
 Drafting language for proposals to appear on the ballot
 Potential grouping and ordering of proposals

Proposals are not required to meet a single-subject requirement. Discuss how the 
proposals were grouped with amendments as opposed to having separate amend-
ments for each proposal. Why was this done and do you agree that it was neces-
sary? Why or why not?

Groupings: Review the groupings of proposals briefly to demonstrate how the 
amendments may cover multiple issues. Ask the audience what they think about 
the groupings.
 Are the issues similar within each amendment?
 Are there any amendments containing multiple issues that do not seem to 

belong in one proposal?
 How would you evaluate an amendment with multiple proposals?
 For example, how would you consider voting on an amendment that may con-

tain one proposal that you agree with and another proposal within the same 
amendment that you disagree with?
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Using the instructions/questions provided in the PowerPoint, briefly examine 
some of the groupings, consider how those groupings occurred, and assess the 
groupings.

Group Activity: Examining the Issues: Divide the audience into small groups, 
with a minimum of four groups. Distribute Handout B: Examining the Issues and 
assign one of the four proposed amendment handouts (from Handout C) to each 
group. In their small groups, participants should use the summary and chart hand-
out to analyze their assigned proposal. Debrief the activity by going over the ques-
tions on the chart and having the groups discuss their responses. Then each indi-
vidual should vote on each proposal. Optional: Write each proposal title on top 
of a sheet of chart paper and hang around the room. Have participants cast their 
vote for each proposal (Yes or No) on a sticky note and place on the appropriate 
chart. Debrief results of the vote by asking volunteers why they voted for/against 
proposals.

Conclude: 
 Voters have the power to approve proposed amendments – with a 60 percent 

vote required to amend the Florida Constitution. 
 The 2018 General Election ballot will also contain three legislative joint res-

olutions and two citizen initiative proposals in addition to the eight FCRC 
proposals.

 Voters should be informed about the content of proposed amendments, their 
impact and the motivation of groups/individuals proposing and/or funding the 
initiatives.

 Florida’s Division of Elections lists proposed amendments on its website – 
http://dos.elections.myflorida.com/initiatives/. For your search, click on year 
2018, put a check mark in the box for “made ballot” and choose “all” for sponsor. 

 Provide resources for remaining up-to-date on the FCRC including the Florida 
CRC website at https://www.flcrc.gov/.

 

   

For additional information, contact Annette Boyd Pitts, at staff@flrea.org. Permission 
is granted for Bar members to use this activity for educational presentations. Bench-
mark activities are available from The Florida Bar at www.floridabar.org/Benchmarks.
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