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It is truly my honor to welcome you to the inaugural Florida Bar 

Criminal Justice Summit. This is an incredible opportunity for 

practitioners, scholars, judges, legislators and other concerned 

stakeholders to collaborate and examine Florida’s criminal 

justice system and then discuss and effectuate meaningful 

changes. 

In July, I assumed the responsibility of leading The Florida 

Bar and its governing authority as President.  I consider 

this the honor of a lifetime and am so thankful to serve the 

lawyers of this great state. I began my legal career as an assistant public 

defender and I have worked in the criminal justice system my entire career. 

Given my experience and my platform as Bar president, I wanted to bring 

people together from diverse backgrounds to focus on common sense 

criminal justice reform.  I met with many individuals and groups over the past 

year to make this summit a reality, and I want to thank all everyone who has 

contributed in any way to it.  

In particular, I would like to thank the members of the steering committee 

who developed the agenda.  The steering committee was chaired by my 

good friend and colleague, Hank Coxe, a preeminent criminal defense 

lawyer, a past Florida Bar President, and a member of the 2018 Constitutional 

Revision Commission.  His leadership was instrumental in organizing topics 

and assembling the impressive list of speakers and panelists.

It is my privilege to serve as your host at this groundbreaking event and 

thank you for your participation.  Your insight will be an invaluable asset and 

is truly appreciated.



MISSION
To recognize and then address issues affecting the Florida criminal justice system, provide a 

forum for discussion and work with stakeholders to develop programs and solutions for the fair 
and effective administration of justice. 

The summit will bring together a diverse group of leaders to provide in-depth education and 
awareness of key criminal justice related issues, share and discover ideas and potential best 
practices and provide state leaders with different perspectives on potential solutions to the 
challenges they face.

The summit will feature scholars, policy makers, judges and practitioners from across the state 
and will include representation of all three branches of government. 

BACKGROUND
In a recent Florida Bar survey of State Attorneys, Public Defenders and other key Florida 

criminal justice system thought leaders, many respondents reported that progress has been 
made over the years with positive changes in areas such as:

• mandatory minimum sentences;
• diversions and specialized courts (drug and mental health courts);
• death penalty reform; and
• legislation on mental health treatment.

Respondents in the survey most frequently listed the following concerns:
• lack of adequate funding;
• mandatory minimums;
• sentencing guidelines;
• bail and bond practices;
• bias (racial, implicit);
• driver license suspension issues;
• salary for state employees;
• mental illness processing; and
• user fees. 

In preliminary meetings with criminal justice stakeholders, Florida Bar leaders determined that 
there were some self-evident truths in the criminal justice system: Without data collection, no 
one really knows how well our criminal justice system is working; and resolutions for criminal 
justice reform span the political spectrum.

After The Florida Bar Board of Governors approved this summit, President Michelle Suskauer 
relied on her wealth of contacts in the justice community to assist her in formulating an exciting 
and challenging agenda of topics. The Criminal Justice Summit Steering Committee has spent 
countless hours discussing and debating the topics and issues that concern the criminal justice 
system and identifying experts to participate in this summit.  



2018 Criminal Justice Summit
Steering Committee

Chair: Hank Coxe
Bedell, Dittmar, DeVault, Pillans & Coxe

Jacksonville

Judge Michael F. Andrews 
6th Circuit, Clearwater 
Florida Conference of Circuit Judges

Senator Jeff Brandes 
St. Petersburg 
Florida Senate, 24th District

Deborrah Brodsky 
Director, FSU Project on 
Accountable Justice, Tallahassee

Nancy Daniels 
Public Defender (ret.), 2nd Circuit, 
Tallahassee 
Florida Public Defender Association

Judge David Denkin 
Sarasota County, Sarasota 
Florida Conference of County Judges

R.J. Larizza 
State Attorney, 7th Circuit, Daytona Beach 
Florida Prosecuting Attorneys Association

Martin McDonnell 
Law Offices of Martin P. McDonnell, 
Santa Rosa Beach 
The Florida Bar Criminal Law Section

Judge Jon Berkley Morgan 
9th Circuit, Kissimmee 
The Florida Bar Criminal Procedure 
Rules Committee

Chelsea Murphy 
State Director, Right on Crime, 
Tallahassee

Daniel Nordby 
Executive Office of the Governor, 
Tallahassee

Sal Nuzzo 
V.P. of Policy, James Madison Institute, 
Tallahassee

Michelle Suskauer 
Dimond Kaplan & Rothstein, P.A., 
West Palm Beach 
President, The Florida Bar

Brian L. Tannebaum 
Bast Amron LLP, Miami 
Florida Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers

Sandy Weinberg 
Zuckerman Spaeder LLP, Tampa 
American Bar Association, 
Criminal Justice Section

Staff Liaisons:
Joshua Doyle, Executive Director

Richard Courtemanche, Deputy General Counsel



Criminal Justice Summit Schedule
Tuesday, Oct. 16
1:00 p.m. – 1:20 p.m. Welcome/Opening Remarks
1:20 p.m. – 2:10 pm. Featured Speaker
2:10 p.m. – 2:25 p.m. Break
2:25 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. Featured Speaker
3:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Break
3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Workshops 
5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Reception

Wednesday, Oct. 17
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Welcome and Featured Speaker
9:00 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. Break
9:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Workshops
10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Break
10:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Workshops
12:00 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. Lunch and Presentation/Featured Speakers
1:45 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Break
2:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. Workshops
3:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Break
3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Closing Session

2018 Criminal Justice Summit
Reporter

Professor Ellen S. Podgor is the summit’s official Reporter.  With the 
assistance of Stetson law students Mary T. Samarkos and Jacob Barrett, she 
will compose a summary of the findings of the summit for Bar publication.  

Professor Podgor is the Gary R. Trombley Family White-Collar Crime 
Research Professor at Stetson University College of Law where she teaches 
courses in white collar crime, criminal law and procedure and white collar 
advocacy.  She came to legal education after first serving as an Indiana 
state deputy prosecutor handling major felony and misdemeanor cases, 
and then as a private practitioner in a small law firm.  

She is the co-author of numerous books including the “Hornbook on White 
Collar Crime” and “White Collar Crime in a Nutshell.” She has authored more than 70 law review 
articles and essays and is the editor of the White Collar Crime Prof Blog. 

Professor Podgor is a past chair of the Criminal Justice Section of the Association of American 
Law Schools (AALS), past president of the Southeastern Association of Law Schools (SEALS), and 
an honorary member of the American Board of Criminal Lawyers (ABCL).  She is also a member 
of the American Law Institute.



Agenda
PLEASE NOTE

• The entire summit has been approved for Florida Bar CLE credit, with each session/
workshop having a separate course number as indicated.

• All sessions are being videotaped for continuing legal education and the sessions with 
featured speakers will be broadcast and recorded on Facebook Live.

• In social media posts, please include the hashtag #FLBarCJSummit.
• For more information, www.FloridaBar.org/CJSummit.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16
12:00 p.m. Registration (Lobby) 
1:00 p.m. Welcome/Opening Remarks and Featured Speakers (Hillsborough Ballroom West)

President Michelle Suskauer, The Florida Bar

Michelle Suskauer is the president of The Florida Bar for 2018-19. She is 
the sixth woman to serve as Bar president and is the first former public 
defender to hold the office.

President Suskauer is a partner with Dimond Kaplan & Rothstein, P.A., in 
West Palm Beach, where she heads the criminal defense practice in state 
and federal courts. She has been a member of The Florida Bar’s Board of 
Governors since 2010 and has served on the Executive Committee for the 
past four years. She has served as president of the Palm Beach County Bar 
Association and the Florida Association for Women Lawyers-Palm Beach 

County Chapter, and she is currently president of the Board of Directors of the Legal Aid Society 
of Palm Beach County.

A nationally recognized broadcast legal analyst, she has earned numerous awards including 
being named in Florida Trend’s 500 Most Influential Business Leaders in 2018, as a 2018 Fastcase 
50 Honoree 2018, as 2017 Woman of the Year by South Palm Beach County Women Lawyers 
Association and in the Daily Business Review 2017 Top 10 Women in Law.

Ms. Suskauer earned a B.S. from Boston University in 1988 and her J.D. from American University 
in 1991. She and her husband, 15th Circuit Court Judge Scott I. Suskauer, have two daughters: 
Talia, 22, and Rebecca, 19.



Chief Justice Charles T. Canady
Chief Justice Charles Canady was born in Lakeland, Florida, in 1954.  He is 

married to Jennifer Houghton, and they have two children.  He received his B.A. 
from Haverford College in 1976 and his J.D. from the Yale Law School in 1979.
Justice Canady practiced law with the firm of Holland and Knight in Lakeland 

from 1979 through 1982.  He practiced with the firm of Lane, Trohn, et al., from 
1983 through 1992.
From November 1984 to November 1990, Chief Justice Canady served three 

terms in the Florida House of Representatives, and from January 1993 to January 
2001, he served four terms in the United States House of Representatives.  

Throughout his service in Congress, Chief Justice Canady was a member of the House Judiciary 
Committee.  For three terms, from January 1995 to January 2001, Justice Canady was the Chairman 
of the House Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution.
Upon leaving Congress, Justice Canady became General Counsel to Governor Jeb Bush.  He was 

appointed by Governor Bush to the Second District Court of Appeal for a term beginning November 
20, 2002. 
On August 28, 2008, Justice Canady was appointed to the Florida Supreme Court by Governor 

Charlie Crist and took office on September 8, 2008. He served as Chief Justice from July 2010 through 
June 2012. In March 2018, he was elected by his colleagues to serve as Chief Justice for a second 
time, with his two-year term starting July 1, 2018.

Featured Speakers:

Dr. Gipsy Escobar, Director of Research & Analytics 
Measures for Justice, Rochester, N.Y.
Measures for Justice (MFJ) was founded in 2011 to develop a data driven set 

of performance measures to assess and compare the criminal justice process 
from arrest to post-conviction on a county-by-county basis. The data set 
comprises measures that address three broad categories: Fiscal Responsibility, 
Fair Process and Public Safety. 
Dr. Escobar has extensive multidisciplinary criminal justice research experience 

designing and managing complex research projects, mentoring staff and 
communicating research results to varied audiences. As MFJ’s Director of 
Research & Analytics, she worked with national experts to design and validate 

a system of performance measurement for local criminal justice programs and has developed a 
methodology to standardize the management of criminal justice data from varied sources across 
jurisdictions in the United States. She is responsible for overseeing and managing all ongoing data 
work to populate the MFJ performance metrics, as well as studies employing diverse quantitative 
and qualitative research methods. 
Previously, Dr. Escobar was an Assistant Professor in the Department of Criminal Justice and 

Criminology and a faculty member of the Graduate School at Loyola University Chicago. She 
received her Ph.D. from John Jay College of Criminal Justice and the Graduate Center of the City 
University of New York. Her research interests include crime and justice measurement, court case 
processing, program evaluation and the spatial study of crime correlates at the community level.

CLE Course #3129; 
1.0 General CLE; 1.0 App Practice Cert; 1.0 Crim App Law Cert; 

1.0 Crim Trial Law Cert; 1.0 Juvenile Law Cert



Leonard W. Engel, Director of Policy and Campaigns 
Crime and Justice Institute, Boston, MA

Len Engel leads the criminal and juvenile justice policy work at the Crime 
and Justice Institute. He has been working on criminal and juvenile justice 
policy issues for more than 25 years.  Since joining CJI in 2005, Mr. Engel’s 
focus has been on policy analysis and legislative and regulatory reform 
initially in Massachusetts and over the past 10 years in states across the 
country. 

He has directed criminal justice reform projects in South Carolina in 2010, Arkansas in 2011, 
Georgia in 2012, Oregon and South Dakota in 2013, Mississippi in 2014, Utah in 2015, Maryland 
and Alaska in 2016 and Oklahoma in 2017 and 2018 as part of the Justice Reinvestment 
Initiative of the Bureau of Justice Assistance and the Pew Charitable Trusts.  Along with leaders 
at Pew’s public safety performance project, Mr. Engel helped develop a justice reinvestment 
approach that assists states in developing data-driven, evidence-based strategies. Those 
strategies improve public safety, reduce the unnecessary use of incarceration and redirect 
resources to effective recidivism reduction policies and practices. Since 2017, he has been 
working with OPPAGA and the Florida Senate to analyze corrections data, sentencing and 
release policies and practices proven to reduce recidivism.

Prior to joining CJI, he worked in the Massachusetts State Senate, as an ombudsman under 
contract with the Connecticut Department of Corrections and as a practicing lawyer.

CLE Course #3153; 
1.0 General CLE; 1.0 App Practice Cert; 1.0 Crim App Law Cert; 

1.0 Crim Trial Law Cert; 1.0 Juvenile Law Cert

3:30 P.M. WORKSHOPS

Sentencing Reform (Hillsborough Ballroom East)
Moderator Sal Nuzzo, James Madison Institute, Tallahassee
Panelists Senator Rob Bradley, Orange Park 

William Cervone, State Attorney, 8th Judicial Circuit 
Len Engel, Crime and Justice Institute, Boston 
Judge Nellie Khouzam, 2nd District Court of Appeal 
Stacy Scott, Public Defender, 8th Judicial Circuit

In the 1990s, Florida’s Legislature attempted to stem the tide of rising crime rates, 
especially drug crimes, by implementing sentencing laws that called for increased 
incarceration.  Some of them were better known by their monikers “Three Strikes You’re 
Out,” “10-20-Life” and “85 Percent.”  With longer sentences, coupled with the lack 
of funds for treatment, training or re-entry, the Department of Corrections became a 

revolving door.



Currently, Florida incarcerates 96,000 inmates at an annual cost of about $2.4 
billion.  However, as research has shown, even as the crime rate in Florida drops, 
the cost for incarcerating inmates has increased $100 million since 2014.

In most cases increased incarceration is not an effective way to handle crime, especially 
non-violent crime.  It has a negative effect on the incarcerated person as well as the 
state budget.  Changes being considered by the Legislature to the current sentencing 
scheme will be discussed by this panel, including raising the felony theft threshold from 
$300 to $1500 and changing the circumstances in which minimum mandatory sentences 
are handed out.

 CLE Course #3130; 
2.0 General CLE Credit; 2.0 App Practice Cert; 2.0 Crim App Law Cert; 

2.0 Crim Trial Law Cert; 2.0 Juvenile Law Cert

Pretrial Release (Duval Room)
Moderator   Chelsea Murphy, State Director, Right on Crime Florida, Tallahassee
Panelists  Jose Arrojo, Director, Miami-Dade Commission on Ethics & Public Trust 

Judge Kevin Emas, 3rd District Court of Appeal  
Kara Gross, ACLU of Florida  
Sheriff Mark Hunter, Columbia County  
Rachel Logvin, Pretrial Justice Institute, Rockville, MD

For generations, wealth and the use of secured financial conditions have dominated 
the means by which otherwise bailable defendants were released from jail pretrial.  
The direct consequence was that poorer defendants and defendants of color were 
disproportionately denied release.  As a direct consequence, defendants who were 
unable to gain release through bail would lose jobs, face increased financial constraints 
and plead guilty in order to go home (and in lieu of insisting on their innocence and 
remaining incarcerated).  

This panel will consider how the posting of monetary bail directly relates to a defendant’s 
willingness to commit new crimes or to show up for court appearances and will look at 
potential alternatives to the pretrial bail system and whether it is legally, morally and 
fiscally more reasonable to institute non-monetary conditions to pretrial release. 

CLE Course #3131; 
2.0 General CLE Credit; 2.0 App Practice Cert; 2.0 Crim App Law Cert; 

2.0 Crim Trial Law Cert; 2.0 Juvenile Law Cert

5:30 – 7:00 p.m. Reception (Hillsborough Ballroom)



WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17

8:00 a.m. Welcome and Featured Speaker (Hillsborough Ballroom West)

President Michelle Suskauer, The Florida Bar
Featured Speaker:

Nina Morrison, Senior Staff Attorney, Innocence Project, New York, NY
“How Exonerations Make the American Criminal Justice System Stronger”
Nina Morrison is Senior Staff Attorney at the Innocence Project, Inc., who 

represents prisoners throughout the nation seeking to prove their claims of 
actual innocence under state and federal law.  Ms. Morrison also serves as 
the Innocence Project’s resource counsel on issues related to prosecutorial 
accountability and defense access to exculpatory evidence.  In her 16 
years at the Innocence Project, she has been lead or co-counsel for 
27 individuals who have been freed from death row or lengthy prison 
sentences based on newly discovered exculpatory evidence, including 
but not limited to DNA evidence.  

Ms. Morrison joined the Innocence Project in March 2004 as a staff attorney.  From January 
2002 until February 2004, she served as executive director, supervising day-to-day management 
while assisting with litigation and policy reform initiatives.

A 1992 graduate of Yale University and a 1998 graduate of New York University School of Law, 
she was a Root-Tilden-Snow Public Service Scholar.  From 1998-1999, she was a law clerk for the 
Hon. Pierre N. Leval of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit in New York.

CLE Course # 3132; 
1.0 General CLE Credit; 1.0 App Prac Cert; 1.0 Crim App Law Cert; 

1.0 Crim Trial Law Cert; 1.0 Juvenile Law Cert

9:15 A.M. WORKSHOPS

Direct File of Juveniles (Hillsborough Ballroom East)
Moderator   Professor Paolo Annino, FSU Public Interest Law Center
Panelists Jack Campbell, State Attorney, 2nd Judicial Circuit 

Carlos Martinez, Public Defender, 11th Judicial Circuit 
Lily McCarty Gonzalez, McCarty Gonzalez Pavlidis & Whidden, LLC, Tampa 
Scott McCoy, Southern Poverty Law Center, Montgomery, AL

Most children in Florida charged with committing an offense have their cases handled by 
the juvenile court system.  However, Florida also has statutory procedures to transfer children 
from the juvenile court system to the adult criminal court system if they were charged with 
committing certain offenses or were 16 or older at the time of the alleged offense. Transfer to 
adult court can occur in three ways: judicial waiver, indictment by a grand jury or direct file. 

In Florida, the most common method for transferring children to adult court is through direct 
file. In 2015-16, 99 percent of transferred children were transferred by direct file.  While Florida 
law establishes which offenses and at what minimum age a child’s case may be considered 
for filing directly in adult court, the state attorney has sole discretion in most instances to 

decide whether to direct file a case.



This panel will discuss whether Florida should discontinue this practice, since 
research seems to indicate that direct file has little or no effect on violent juvenile 
crime, or whether the state attorney is the best arbiter of criminal culpability.

CLE Course #3133; 
1.5 General CLE Credit; 1.5 App Practice Cert; 1.5 Crim App Law Cert; 

1.5 Crim Trial Law Cert; 1.5 Juvenile Law Cert

Specialty Courts (Duval Room)
Moderator Judge Brian Davis, U.S. District Court, Middle District of Florida
Panelists Judge Augustus Aikens Jr., Leon County 

Kathleen Smith, Public Defender, 20th Judicial Circuit 
Andrew Warren, State Attorney, 13th Judicial Circuit  
Judge Reginald Whitehead, 9th Judicial Circuit

In 1989, Florida started the national problem-solving court movement by creating the first 
drug court in the United States in Miami-Dade County. Other types of problem-solving court 
dockets subsequently followed using the drug court model to assist individuals with a range 
of problems such as drug addiction, mental illness, domestic violence, child abuse/neglect 
and homelessness.

Florida’s problem-solving courts address unique challenges through specialized 
dockets, multidisciplinary teams and a non-adversarial approach. Offering evidence-
based treatment, judicial supervision and accountability, specialty courts also provide 
individualized interventions for participants to reduce recidivism and promote confidence 
and satisfaction with the justice system process.

This discussion will focus on the positive aspects of specialty courts and how we can 
increase their use across Florida.

CLE Course #3134; 
1.5 General CLE Credit; 1.5 App Practice Cert; 1.5 Crim App Law Cert; 

1.5 Crim Trial Law Cert; 1.5 Juvenile Law Cert

10:45 A.M. WORKSHOPS

Juvenile Sentencing (Hillsborough Ballroom East)
Moderator  Whitney Untiedt, Akerman LLP, Miami
Panelists  Brian Berkowitz, Department of Juvenile Justice, Tallahassee 

Julianne Holt, Public Defender, 13th Judicial Circuit 
Ralph J. Larizza, State Attorney, 7th Judicial Circuit 
Senator Perry Thurston, Ft. Lauderdale

In the past decade, the U.S. Supreme Court has transformed the constitutional 
landscape of juvenile crime regulation. In three strongly worded opinions, the Court 
held that imposing harsh criminal sentences on juvenile offenders violates the Eighth 
Amendment prohibition against cruel and unusual punishment. The impact and reach of 
these developments in Eighth Amendment doctrine are particularly important because 
punitive law reforms in the 1990s brought into the adult justice system many youths who 
previously would have been processed in the separate, more lenient juvenile system. 



Arrests hurt kids’ chances for jobs both in the short-term and in the future, and limit access to 
educational opportunities and scholarships, housing and more. In addition, youth arrested 
for civil citation-eligible offenses have higher rates of reoffending. Punishing children for 
youthful misbehavior stresses law and order resources and leads to poor outcomes.  

Juvenile civil citation was enacted in Florida in 1990 as an alternative to arrest for youth 
who commit nonserious delinquent acts.  Opportunities for civil citation were limited to a 
few counties in the state until 2011 when the authorizing statute, F.S. 985.12 was amended 
to require the establishment of a civil citation or similar diversion program at the local 
level.  In 2018, the Florida Legislature amended F.S. 985.12 to establish and encourage 
but not mandate civil citation programs in each judicial circuit under the operation or 
approval of the State Attorney. 

 This workshop will explore how Florida can continue its deliberate movement toward 
safer and more effective juvenile processing, particularly in sentencing, and discuss what 
changes in law, policy and practice should be considered to improve both public safety 
and youth outcomes.

CLE Course #3135; 
1.5 General CLE Credit; 1.5 App Practice Cert; 1.5 Crim App Law Cert; 

1.5 Crim Trial Law Cert; 1.5 Juvenile Law Cert

Mental Health (Duval Room) 
Moderator Jeffrey L. Goldhagen, M.D., M.P.H., UF College of Medicine, Jacksonville
Panelists   Robert Dillinger, Public Defender, 6th Judicial Circuit 

Don Horn, Chief Assistant State Attorney, 11th Judicial Circuit 
Judge Melanie May, 4th District Court of Appeal

  Tara Wildes, President, National Alliance on Mental Illness, Jacksonville

Nationwide, jails and prisons have become the largest psychiatric facilities in most states. 
It is estimated that there are nearly 14 times as many people with mental illnesses in jails 
and prisons in the United States as there are in all state psychiatric hospitals combined. The 
situation is particularly extreme in Florida, which spends less money per capita on mental 
health than any state except Idaho. Meanwhile, between 1996 and 2014, the number of 
Florida prisoners with mental disabilities grew by 153%.  

The lack of any centralized structure on this issue has likely contributed to the hodgepodge 
of court practices that exist across Florida when someone struggling with one or more 
behavioral health issues is brought to court. This decentralization has thus hampered access 
to the court for those seeking assistance, contributed to the criminalization of mental illness, 
increased stigma and hindered reform efforts.

This panel will address the three significant areas of policy and practice contributing to the 
disproportionate involvement of people with serious mental illnesses in the justice system: 
1) limitations on financing of services using federal resources; 2) reliance on outdated civil 
commitment laws; and 3) lack of standardized and systematic coordination of services and 
resources between the criminal justice system and the community mental health system.

CLE Course #3136; 
1.5 General CLE Credit; 1.5 App Practice Cert; 1.5 Crim App Law Cert; 

1.5 Crim Trial Law Cert; 1.5 Juvenile Law Cert



12:00 p.m. Lunch and Presentation (Hillsborough Ballroom West)

Introduction: Hilarie Bass, Immediate Past President, American Bar 
Association
A prolific trial attorney with a highly successful 30-plus year career, 

Greenberg Traurig Co-President Hilarie Bass is one of the most prominent 
women attorneys in the United States. She served as President of the American 
Bar Association, the world’s largest voluntary professional organization with 
more than 400,000 members, from August 2017 – August 2018. 

Implicit Bias in the Courts 

Studies continue to show that too many Americans lack confidence in 
the fairness of outcomes in our judicial system. Studies also show continuing 

disproportionality in diversity of the profession and the bench. Research findings demonstrate 
that implicit bias is often a barrier to fair and unbiased outcomes at virtually every juncture of 
the process.   

This presentation reviews implicit bias and offers strategies for interrupting such bias. Starting 
with an overview of the concepts and science of implicit bias, the speakers will consider how 
such biases may manifest themselves in unintended behavior and in decision-making that 
can produce different treatment, disproportionalities and related inequities in the judicial 
system and in legal and other venues more broadly. The presentation will then offer selected 
real-world approaches focused on specific strategies to interrupt such biases that can be 
practiced and taken away to be adapted and used by the participants. 

The presentation is highly interactive. This is not the same-old diversity training. This is new 
science and a new approach.

Featured Speakers:
Judge Bernice B. Donald 
United States Court of Appeals, 6th Circuit 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

The Honorable Bernice B. Donald received her law degree from the 
University of Memphis Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law, a Masters in 
Judicial Studies from Duke University, and an honorary Doctors in Law from 
Suffolk University. Prior to being appointed to the U.S. Court of Appeals by 
President Barack Obama in 2011, she served on the U.S. District Court for 
more than 15 years.  

Judge Donald is currently a member of the American Law Institute, serves 
as Chair of the American Bar Association (ABA) Center for Human Rights and recently chaired 
a committee which published an implicit bias resource book for judges and practitioners titled 
“Enhancing Justice: Reducing Bias.” Previously, she served as Chair of the ABA Criminal Justice 
Section, focusing on issues concerning implicit bias, children of incarcerated parents, mass 
incarceration and the collateral consequences of incarceration. Judge Donald served in the 
ABA House of Delegates until August 2018 and was Secretary of the ABA. She has been faculty 
at the National Judicial College, the Federal Judicial Center and the Judge Advocate General’s 
Legal Center & School. Judge Donald also served as faculty for the Federal Magistrate Judges 
Conference held in Portland, Oregon, where she was part of the panel titled “Thinking, Blinking, 
and Judging: Addressing Implicit Biases.” She served as Jurist in Residence at American University, 



Washington University, University of Cincinnati School of Law and the University of Georgia School 
of Law. In addition, she has served as faculty for international programs in more than 20 countries.

Judge Donald has received over 100 awards for professional, civic and community activities, 
including the Distinguished Alumni Award from the University of Memphis, the Martin Luther King 
Community Service Award, the Benjamin Hooks Award from the Memphis Bar Foundation, the 
prestigious Margaret Brent Award, the Spirit of Excellence Award, the John Pickering Award 
of Achievement and the Inaugural Liberty Award from the Tort, Trial and Insurance Section of 
the ABA.

Sarah E. Redfield, Professor Emerita
University of New Hampshire School of Law
Concord, New Hampshire

Sarah Redfield is Professor Emerita at the University of New Hampshire 
School of Law and Affiliate Professor at the University of New Hampshire 
College of Education and Women’s Studies Program. Her primary practice 
and teaching area is education law, including special education. Her 
primary research focus is diversity and inclusion in the legal profession and 
along the education pipeline. Her recent research and scholarship focuses 
on implicit bias, including its manifestations in legal, medical, educational 

and workplace environments, and on strategies to interrupt that bias and reduce manifestations 
at all levels. She currently serves on the ABA Diversity and Inclusion Advisory Council, the ABA 
Commission on Disability Rights, and the Criminal Justice Section Council, and as Co-Chair of 
the Judicial Division Fighting Implicit Bias Committee and the Criminal Justice Section Implicit 
Bias Initiative. She is a member of the Maine Bar.

Professor Redfield is a respected author, presenter and trainer. She is the editor and chapter 
author of the ABA book on implicit bias, “Enhancing Justice: Reducing Bias,” and her most 
recent publications also include Reversing the School-to-Prison Pipeline Preliminary Report, 
47 Memphis Law Review 1. She was a lead author for the ABA Section on Litigation’s Toolbox 
on Implicit Bias and lead consultant for the ABA project on Achieving an Impartial Jury. Her 
recent presentations include “Implicit Bias and Bias Interruption” for the State Bar of California, 
Arizona State University and the Texas Criminal Defense Attorneys.

Professor Redfield earned her B.A. degree from Mount Holyoke College, her J.D. degree 
from Northeastern University School of Law, and her LL.M. from Harvard Law School. She is the 
mother of a son and daughter, and wife of a farmer.

CLE Course #3137; 
1.5 General CLE Credit; 1.5 Bias Elimination Credit

2:00 P.M. WORKSHOPS

Conviction Integrity (Hillsborough Ballroom East)
Moderator Brian Tannebaum, Bast Amron LLP, Miami
Panelists   Maria DeLiberato, Capital Collateral Regional Counsel, Temple Terrace  

Reggie Garcia, Lawyer/Author, Tallahassee  
Seth Miller, Innocence Project of Florida, Tallahassee 
Melissa Nelson, State Attorney, 4th Judicial Circuit



The strength of the criminal justice system depends on its accuracy and ability 
to convict the guilty and to clear the innocent. However, history has determined 
that wrongful convictions happen. Identifying and understanding the causes of wrongful 
convictions is critical to maintaining the integrity of the criminal justice system. 

A conviction may be classified as wrongful if the person convicted is factually innocent of 
the charges or if there were procedural errors that violated the convicted person’s rights.  
A wrongful conviction based on possible factual innocence can sometimes be detected 
using postconviction DNA testing.  

The collateral effect of wrongful convictions outlasts the years spent in prison or on post-
release supervision. Returning citizens are often denied licenses for many occupations, 
lose their right to vote, are separated from their families and are denied driver licenses and 
housing.  This panel will focus on how the increase in exonerations over the last 20 years has 
accentuated the need for research on how, why and how often wrongful convictions occur.  

CLE Course #3138; 
1.5 General CLE Credit; 1.5 App Practice Cert; 1.5 Crim App Law Cert; 

1.5 Crim Trial Law Cert; 1.5 Juvenile Law Cert

Offender Reentry (Duval Room)
Moderator  Carey Haughwout, Public Defender, 15th Judicial Circuit
Panelists   Kevin Gay, Ready4Work, Jacksonville 
  Magistrate Judge Elizabeth Jenkins (ret.), U.S. District Court, Middle 

District of Florida 
John Koufos, National Reentry Director, Right on Crime, Washington, D.C. 
Senator Darryl Rouson, St. Petersburg  
Tena Pate, Tena Pate & Associates, Tallahassee

Returning to the community from jail or prison is a complex transition for most offenders, 
as well as for their families and communities. Upon reentering society, former offenders 
are likely to struggle with substance abuse, lack of adequate education and job skills, 
limited housing options and mental health issues.

Offender reentry, the transition from life in jail or prison to life in the community, can have 
profound implications for public safety.  Given the number of individuals under criminal 
justice supervision in the community, offender reentry continues to garner considerable 
attention from researchers and practitioners alike. Much of this attention has been paid 
to more traditional approaches to reentry programming, for example, job training and 
substance abuse programs.

Finding employment after being incarcerated can be an important step in a former 
inmate’s reintegration into the community. Yet this is frequently one of the most difficult 
tasks former offenders undertake.

Panelists will discuss various reentry programs and how Florida could improve and 
expand these approaches.

CLE Course #3139; 
1.5 General CLE Credit; 1.5 App Practice Cert; 1.5 Crim App Law Cert; 

1.5 Crim Trial Law Cert; 1.5 Juvenile Law Cert



3:30 p.m. General Session & Discussion on Future Action (Hillsborough Ballroom West)

President Michelle Suskauer, The Florida Bar 

Senator Jeff Brandes, St. Petersburg 

Sen. Brandes is a lifelong resident of St. Petersburg, a veteran and a local 
businessman. After serving in the Army from 1999 to 2006, he joined his 
grandfather in the family lumber business. 

He was first elected to the Florida House of Representatives in 2010. He 
was elected to the Florida Senate in 2012, then re-elected in 2014 and 
2016. He has chaired the Senate Committee on Transportation and the 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism and Economic 
Development. He currently serves as chair of the Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice. 

Sen. Brandes is nationally recognized as a policy leader in the areas of autonomous vehicles 
and mobility, flood insurance and criminal justice reform. He and his wife, Natalie, have four 
children: Charlotte “Lottie,” Elizabeth “Lizzie,” Colin and Conor.

Hank Coxe, Summit Chair, Jacksonville

Mr. Coxe received his undergraduate degree from the University of the 
South (Sewanee) and his law degree from Washington and Lee University. 
Board certified by The Florida Bar, he specializes in serious federal and 
state criminal matters. He joined the Bedell Firm in 1996.

Mr. Coxe served as president of The Florida Bar and of the Jacksonville 
Bar Association and recently served on the Florida Constitution Revision 
Commission, the Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission and the Florida 
Supreme Court Innocence Commission. He has been recognized with the 
highest awards of the Criminal Law Section of The Florida Bar, the Florida 

Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, the Florida Bar Foundation and Jacksonville Area 
Legal Aid. 

His wife, Mary, is a graduate of Wellesley College and Duke University School of Law. They 
have three children: Katie (University of Pennsylvania, University of Florida College of Law); 
Matson (Vanderbilt University, University of North Carolina School of Law); and Anne English 
(Davidson College, Columbia University School of Law).

CLE Course #3140; 
2.0 General CLE Credit; 2.0 App Practice Cert; 2.0 App Law Cert; 

2.0 Crim Trial Law Cert; 2.0 Juvenile Law Cert
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