
New Bar rule gives the chief justice 
emergency powers over deadlines 

 

The Florida Supreme Court recently added, on its own motion, new 
subdivision (j) (Action by the Chief Justice) to Rule Regulating the Florida Bar 1-
12.1 (Amendment to Rules; Authority; Notice; Procedures; Comments) to provide 
for a more streamlined response to the impact the ongoing COVID-19 public 
health crisis is having on regulation of The Florida Bar.  See In re Covid-19 
Emergency Measures Relating to The Rules Regulating the Florida Bar and 
Amendment to Rule Regulating the Florida Bar 1-12.1, No. SC20-392 (Fla. April 
9, 2020). 

The Court invites all interested persons to comment on the amendment, 
which is summarized below and reproduced in full online at 
https://www.floridasupremecourt.org/Opinions/Amendments-to-Approved-Rules. 
All comments must be filed with the Court on or before June 23, 2020, with a 
separate request for oral argument if the person filing the comment wishes to 
participate in oral argument, which may be scheduled in this case.  If filed by an 
attorney in good standing with The Florida Bar, the comment must be 
electronically filed via the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal (Portal) in accordance 
with In re Electronic Filing in the Supreme Court of Florida via the Florida 
Courts E-Filing Portal, Fla. Admin. Order No. AOSC13-7 (Feb. 18, 2013).  If 
filed by a nonlawyer or a lawyer not licensed to practice in Florida, the comment 
may be, but is not required to be, filed via the Portal.  Comments filed via the 
Portal must be submitted in Microsoft Word 97 or higher.  See In re Electronic 
Filing in the Florida Supreme Court, Fla. Admin. Order No. AOSC17-27 (May 9, 
2017).  Any person unable to submit a comment electronically must mail or hand-
deliver the originally signed comment to the Florida Supreme Court, Office of the 
Clerk, 500 South Duval Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1927; no additional 
copies are required or will be accepted. 

 
 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 
 

IN RE: COVID-19 EMERGENCY MEASURES RELATING TO THE 
RULES REGULATING THE FLORIDA BAR AND AMENDMENT TO 
RULE REGULATING THE FLORIDA BAR 1-12.1, CASE NO. SC20-392 

https://www.floridasupremecourt.org/Opinions/Amendments-to-Approved-Rules


 

Rule Explanation 

Rule 1-12.1 (Amendment to 
Rules; Authority; Notice; 
Procedures; Comments) 

Adds new subdivision (j) (Action by the 
Chief Justice) to recognize that the Chief 
Justice is authorized to institute mitigating 
measures that are necessary to respond to 
public health emergencies or other emergency 
situations that may impact The Florida Bar’s 
and the various other Bar participants’ ability 
to meet procedural requirements in the Bar 
Rules. 
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