
MINUTES – FAMILY LAW RULES COMMITTEE MEETING 

FEBRUARY 21, 2018 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Robert Merlin at 8:33 A.M and welcomed all the 

attendees. 

The following members were in attendance: Shayna Cavanaugh, Cory Brandfon, Ashley Taylor, 

Robert Merlin, Roberta Walton, Mary Lou Cuellar-Stilo, Tania Schmidt-Alpers, Rosemarie 

Roth, Rebecca Hunt, Arianna Fajardo Orshan, Jackie Gollay, Norberto Katz, Susan Giacoletto, 

Nancy Harris, Ladasiah Ford, Cole Jeffries, Jack Moring, Ramona Chaplin, Laurel Lee, Maria 

Obradovich, Gilbert Evans and Ellen Ware. 

Supreme Court Update 

Jurat Out of Cycle Report: Chair Robert Merlin reported on the removing Jurat Out of Cycle 

Report, SC 17-1226 which was attached to the Agenda.  There were 2 objections filed and it has 

been approved.  Chair Robert Merlin asked for comments and none were made. 

Amendment to 12.961: Chair Robert Merlin reported on comment to the Amendment to 12.961.  

The Supreme Court issued its opinion with respect to amending the Notice of Hearing to comply 

with Rogers v. Turner and Rule 12.265 and that there is nothing for the committee to do.  Jack 

Moring reported that Magistrate Susan Keith asked if the form submitted was considered. Chair 

Robert Merlin instructed that the form will be reviewed at the next meeting.  Mary Lou Cuellar-

Stilo suggested that it be made universal and a subcommittee be formed to include notice 

provisions as set forth in Rogers v. Turner. 

RJA New Rules: Chair Robert Merlin reported that he had received a letter from Caroline Black 

Sikorske regarding planned new rules.  Mikalla Davis reported that the RJA plans to file new 

rules and recommended that a subcommittee be appointed to review and report on the new rules.  

Chair Robert Merlin requested volunteers to serve on this subcommittee. The following were 

appointed to serve on this subcommittee: Caroline Black Sikorske, Maria Obradovich, Mary Lou 

Cuellar-Stilo, Ariana Fajardo Orshan and Tania Schmidt-Alpers. 

Overhaul to Supreme Court Forms; Mikalla Davis reported that the forms workgroup is making 

changes to make the forms gender neutral.  Jack Moring reported that comments have already 

been filed. Chair Robert Merlin directed that this issue be skipped until the next meeting in 

March unless some critical issues arise necessitating action by this committee. 

Rule 12.060: Jack Moring reported that this subcommittee met last week and work is being done 

on the rule.  He further reported that the subcommittee will not be dealing with transfer fees and 

the subcommittee will have a work product to review at the next in person meeting in June. 

IWO/IDO 12.996: No action taken and deferred to next meeting. 

 



Collaborative Law: Cole Jeffries reported that the subcommittee is working on suggestions that 

have been made. He further reported that there is consensus on the subcommittee to reduce the 

number of forms and to narrowing the field.  Mr. Jeffries believes that the subcommittee will 

have a work product to submit for an e-mail vote either before June or at the in person meeting in 

June with a request to waive the second reading. 

SB 590: No action taken and deferred to next meeting. 

E-Mail Designation for Pro Se Litigants: No action taken and deferred to next meeting. 

12.285 revisited: Jack Moring reported that there is a meeting scheduled for next Monday at 

noon.  The subcommittee will have a report at next month’s meeting. 

Gender Neutral Forms: No action taken and deferred to next meeting. 

Review of the Financial Affidavit Forms: Cory Brandfon reported that the subcommittee’s next 

meeting has not been set. He further reported that the sub subcommittees are working on a 

master list for changes and are working with OSCA to do a Judicial Questionnaire. Mr. Brandfon 

requested that the committee forward any comments or suggestions to him with regard to any 

issues that need to be addressed. 

Joint Committee Regarding 12.407: Judge Laurel Lee reported Mikalla Davis and she are putting 

a product together to present to the Steering Committee on Families and Court and will ask for 

suggestions and thereafter, she will reconvene the joint committee and the final step will be to 

come back to the Rules Committee with a product. She further reported that she plans to present 

the work product at the next call on March 21. 

Petition to Establish Parentage: Susan Giacoletto reported that this issue comes up on a regular 

basis based on case law research including Supreme Court cases.  Ms. Giacoletto suggests that 

work by this subcommittee may be premature and wants to make sure there is a legal basis to 

continue the work of this subcommittee. 

OSCA Forms In E-Portal: Ashley Taylor reported that the subcommittee is initially in an 

information gathering role. Carolyn Weber is working with OSCA. Ms. Taylor further reported 

that there may be a need to expand the subcommittee’s role to see what is being uploaded and a 

discussion needs to take place to see what the Rules Committee will be doing.  Jack Moring 

stated that the Supreme Court Forms Workgroup has been tasked with preparing questionnaires 

for programs to be uploaded, that this was previously sent to the steering committee and no 

comments were made.  Mr. Moring suggested that this subcommittee reach out to Magistrate 

Susan Keith. Chair Robert Merlin requested that they reach out to Magistrate Keith to ascertain 

the status of their work and report back to the committee at next month’s meeting. Chair Robert 

Merlin stated that the Rules Committee needs to be involved so the best product is produced. 

 

 

 



Further Business 

Chair Robert Merlin requested comments regarding the E-Mail Designation for Pro Se Litigants 

and Gender Neutral Forms subcommittees that are inactive.  Jack Moring commented that the 

forms committee has addressed the issue of husband and wife. 

Chair Robert Merlin reported that he had received self-help forms from the 5th Circuit. Jack 

Moring volunteered to assist in reviewing the forms and will report his recommendations to see 

if a subcommittee is necessary. Chair Robert Merlin reported that if a subcommittee is necessary, 

he will appoint one. 

Susan Giacoletto requested that the rules committee look into the standing orders in the circuits.  

After discussion, Chair Robert Merlin decided that due to this being a local issue, no 

subcommittee should be appointed. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:35 A.M. 

Respectfully submitted by Norberto Katz 


