
MINUTES – FAMILY LAW RULES COMMITTEE MEETING 

JANUARY 18, 2019 

The meeting was called to order by Maria Obradovich at 8:45 A.M. and welcomed all the 

attendees. 

Attendance was taken. 

The following members were in attendance: Maria Obradovich, Norberto Katz, Harriet Williams, 

Trisha Armstrong, Charis Campbell. Arielle Capuano, Mary Cuellar Stilo, Lisa Kleinberg, Mark 

Sawicki and Latoya Shelton. 

The following members attended by telephone: Cory Brandfon, Shayna Cavanaugh, Ramona 

Chaplin, Ladasiah Ford, Magistrate Rebecca Hunt, Antonio Jimenez, Robert Merlin, Jack Moring, 

Nadja Prias, Rosemary Roth, Tania Schmidt-Alpers and Ashley Taylor. 

The following representatives/liaison attended by telephone: Jeffrey Raynor, Jacqueline Gollay 

and Roberta Walton. 

The following members attendance was excused: Caroline Black Sikorske and Raisa Romaelle. 

The following guests were present: David Gomez, Judge Laurel Lee and Christine Merlewski. 

Approval of October and December, 2018 Minutes: Trish Armstrong moved to approve, Lisa 

Kleinberg seconded. The Motion passed unanimously. 

Approval of Agenda: Arielle Capuano moved to approve, Mary Cuellar Stilo seconded. The 

Motion passed unanimously. 

Supreme Court Update 

12.407 Children’s Appearance in Court: Maria Obradovich reported this has been approved. 

IWO/IDO Amendments to 12.996 (A) and 12.996 (D) SC 18-853: Maria Obradovich reported that 

DOR filed a favorable response and requested approval of the amendments. 

Family Law Section Report: Jack Moring reported that currently there is nothing to report. The 

Family Law Section meetings are in the coming week and will report further after they meet. 

Judicial Administration Rules Committee Liaison Report: Harriet Williams reported that this 

committee met after our last meeting.  The committee discussed Rule 2.545 and hopefully resolved 

the conflicts regarding this rule. The committee also dealt with several other matters that have no 

impact on our committee. 



At this point in the meeting, Florida Bar President Michelle Suskauer and President Elect Dori 

Foster Morales came into the meeting. President Elect Suskauer welcomed all the attendees and 

thanked the committee members for their service to the Florida Bar. 

2020 Cycle Report: Rules and Forms for Submission: Mikalla Davis reported this is the 

committee’s last meeting in cycle reporting period. The Board of Governors will take the report 

up in June. The final due date is February 1, 2020. 

Review of Financial Affidavit Forms: Cory Brandfon reported the committee will resume its work 

in February. 

Remote Testimony: Magistrate Rebecca Hunt reported that the first reading and vote that passed 

unanimously was concerning Rules 12.310 and 12.451. Magistrate Hunt further reported that there 

was one change to 12.310 (4) (b) with regard to the recording portion. Charis Campbell raised an 

issue regarding a witness needing to be seen. Magistrate Hunt commented that we are one of the 

last committees to take this up and the necessity of finalizing our vote. Norberto Katz called the 

question. A vote was taken on second reading: 20 in favor, none opposed and no abstentions. The 

rule changes were approved on second reading. 

Collaborative Law Subcommittee: Report tabled. 

SB 590 Timesharing: No report. 

E-Mail Designation for Pro Se  Litigants Subcommittee: No report. Ramona Chaplin solicited new 

members. Latoya Shelton, Trisha Armstrong and Arielle Capuano volunteered to serve on this 

subcommittee. The subcommittee will review a Palm Beach County form for e-service for probate 

litigation. 

Turner v. Rodgers 12.491 Revisited and 12.920: Mary Cuellar Stilo reported this is the second 

reading for 12.920 incorporating the requirements of Turner v. Rodgers and that the Florida 

Department of Revenue is aware of the changes being made.  Rebecca Hunt commented that the 

proposed amendments to Rule 12.490 have already been made and there should be no need to send 

further updates.  Jack Moring reported that the Supreme Court has already approved changes to 

Rule 12.615. Nadja Prias questioned how the language was arrived at. Mary Cuellar Stilo 

responded that it was taken from Turner v. Rodgers.  Lisa Kleinberg commented regarding the use 

of the short form as opposed to the long form.  Jack Moring responded that 12.615 does not 

designate long or short form.  Charis Campbell questioned the changes as they relate to Rules 

12.490 and 12.491. Jack Moring commented that we need to follow the directive of the Court and 

change the language to mirror Rule 12.615. A friendly amendment to follow directive was made 

by Mark Sawicki and seconded by Lisa Kleinberg.  Jack Moring commented on the need to add a 

3rd provision to the Notice of Hearing.  Mikalla Davis commented that these changes have already 

been approved and the committee needs to act. A vote was taken on second reading: 19 in favor, 

none opposed, no abstentions. The changes were approved on second reading. 



Gender Neutral Forms: Shayna Cavanaugh reported that the subcommittee has met and decided to 

assign certain forms to each member to make changes with regard to Petitioner and Respondent. 

The committee’s work should be completed by the June meeting. 

RJA Electronic Documents: No in person report made. A written report was submitted and 

attached to these minutes. 

Petition to Establish Parentage: No report. 

Review of Supreme Court Forms. Ashley Taylor reported the subcommittee voted to delete 12.905 

(d) and 12.993 (d) and that no further comment was necessary. Jack Moring reported that the 

Supreme Court Workshop Group is working on new forms. 

Review of 3rd Circuit Local Forms Administrative Order: Norberto Katz reported a meeting will 

be scheduled. 

Rule 1.420 and 12.410: Ashley Taylor reported receiving the e-mail sent to Maria Obradovich 

from Jeff Grabel.  The issues with 1.410 and 12.410 involve the DV injunctions not activated until 

the party is served and notification when party is served, and involve issues regarding equal 

protection and access to Court.  Ashley Taylor commented a subcommittee should be formed to 

review as the issues raised have merit. A subcommittee was formed and the following members 

volunteered to serve on the subcommittee: Mary Cuellar Stilo, Lisa Kleinberg, Latoya Shelton and 

Nadja Prias. 

New Business: Open discussion 

Mikalla Davis requested comments on the inclusion of forms in the Florida Bar books. The 

comments made were to take out forms and put in applicable statutes. 

Robert Walton commented on the need to review the UCCJEA form. Jack Moring volunteered to 

raise this issue with the Family Law Section Rules and Forms Committee. 

Harriet Williams commented on the issue of Rule 2.545 (d) not moving through the RJA committee 

although it has been pending for 1 year. The issues are the use of the word Respondent and the 

Notice of Related Cases. 

Maria Obradovich announced that there will be a conference call meeting in March and the date 

for the meeting will be sent out. The next in person meeting will be in June. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Rosemarie Roth and seconded by Antonio Jimenez. The Motion 

passed unanimously. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:32 A.M. 

Respectfully submitted by Norberto Katz 


