
MINUTES – FAMILY LAW RULES COMMITTEE MEETING 

DECEMBER 11, 2018 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Maria Obradovich at 12:03 P.M. and welcomed all 

the attendees. 

The following members were in attendance: Shayna Cavanaugh, Tanya Schmidt-Alpers, Evan 

Marks, Magistrate Cuellar-Stilo, Cory Brandfon, Trisha Armstrong, Magistrate Hunt, Arielle 

Capuano, Maria Obradovich, Bob Merlin, Norberto Katz, Jeff Rynor, Linda Clark, Roberta 

Walton, Jackie Gollay, Ashley Taylor, Charis Campbell, Ladasiah Ford, Antonio Jimenez, 

Harriett Williams and Lisa Kleinberg. 

The following guests were in attendance: Magistrate Susan Keith 

Supreme Court Update 

12.407 Children’s Appearance in Court, SC 18-853: Mikalla Davis reported that we are awaiting 

for opinion to be released. 

IWO/IDO Amendments to 12.996 (A) and 12.996 (D), SC 19-1908: The Rule amendment was 

published in the December 15, 2018 Florida Bar News.  The deadline for comments is January 15, 

2019. 

New Business 

Third Circuit Family Self Help Forms: referred to 3rd Circuit Local Forms Administrative Order 

subcommittee. 

Letter from Michael Orfinger: Mikalla Davis reported that an e-mail had been sent out and no 

replies received.  She reported that many comments have been made that are not in favor of 

proposal but that the proposal was moving ahead and once filed with the Supreme Court, it will be 

open for comments.  Mikalla Davis will monitor and report on the progress of the proposal. 

E-Mail Designstion for Pro Se Litigants: No report. 

Gender Neutral Forms and Supreme Court Forms: Shayna Cavanaugh reported a meeting is being 

scheduled. 

Review of 3rd Circuit Local Forms Administrative Order: Norberto Katz reported a meeting is 

being scheduled. 

RJA Electronic Documents Rule: No report. 



Collaborative Law: Robert Merlin reported a meeting is being scheduled. 

SB 590 Timesharing: No report. 

Petition to Establish Parentage: No report. 

Remote Testimony: Magistrate Hunt reported that the subcommittee has had 2 meetings and 

moved to go forward and make recommendation for out of cycle report to include the following 

committees: Civil Rules, Criminal, Rules of Judicial Administration and Small Claims. Publication 

and request for comments have been requested. Proposed rule changes are: 12.310, no substantive 

changes except as to who may take or administer oath, 1.130 has a minor change, 12.310 (4) (b), 

stenographer and requirement of transcription, comment by Mikalla Davis that there is a reason 

for transcription unless parties agree not to record, a discussion took place, Mikalla Davis raised 

12.310 (4) (b) and noted that the joint report is pending, that Juvenile Rules Committee has 

requested additional time to make joint report, and Ms. Davis suggested that a first reading take 

place and the second reading be done in January. The Motion was called and passed, with 16 in 

favor, none opposed and no abstentions. 

12.491 – 12.920: Mary Lou Cuellar Stilo reported that the committee moved to revise 12.920 to 

include the Turner v. Rogers in notice. Ms. Stilo further reported that the subcommittee moves that 

the language be incorporated in the form.  Ms. Stilo further reported that 12.490 (f) (6) be revised.  

Mikalla Davis noted this is the second reading,  A discussion took place regarding the name of the 

interpreter being included in the form. A friendly amendment Motion was made that the 12.920 be 

amended to exclude the name of the interpreter which was accepted by the Ms. Cuellar Stilo. The 

Motion was called and passed, with 12 in favor, none opposed and 1 abstention. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:03 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted by Norberto Katz 


