
MINUTES – FAMILY LAW RULES COMMITTEE MEETING 

APRIL 25, 2019 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Maria Obradovich at 12:08 P.M. and welcomed all 

the attendees. 

The following members were in attendance: Shayna Cavanaugh, Tanya Schmidt-Alpers, 

Magistrate Mary Lou Cuellar-Stilo, Magistrate Rebecca Hunt, Arielle Capuano, Maria 

Obradovich, Bob Merlin, Norberto Katz, Jeff Rynor (BOG Representative), Linda Clark, Ashley 

Taylor, Charis Campbell, Ladasiah Ford, Antonio Jimenez, Harriett Williams, Lisa Kleinberg, 

Raisa Romaelle, Mark Sawicki, Cole Jeffries (Ad Hoc), Rosemarie Roth, Ramona Chaplin, 

Magistrate Anette Szorosy, Nadja Prias, Latoya Williams Shelton, Michael Andreano (Ad Hoc) 

and Jack Moring. 

The following guests were in attendance: Magistrate Susan Keith and Magistrate Diane Kirigin. 

Approval of January, 2019 and March, 2019 Minutes: Robert Merlin moved to approve and 

Magistrate Cuellar Stilo seconded. The Motion passed unanimously by acclamation. 

Supreme Court Update 

IWO/IDO Amendments to 12.996 (A) and 12.996 (D), SC 19-1908: Mikalla Davis reported that 

we are awaiting the Supreme Court’s ruling. 

Remote Testimony: Mikalla Davis reported that there were no comments filed. The Amendments 

will be presented to the Board of Governors on May 24 and then will be filed with the Supreme 

Court. 

New Business 

Conflict between 12.351 and 5 day rules opinion: Mikalla Davis reported that Cory Brandfon’s 

concerns make sense. The issue is with sub-section (B) that states 15 days by mail which is 

incorrect. A subcommittee has been formed to review this issue. Magistrate Cuellar Stilo was 

appointed Chair and Michael Andreano volunteered to serve on this subcommittee. 

Amendments to 12.490 and 12.920 as an out cycle report:  Magistrate Cuellas Stilo would like to 

ascertain the committee’s interest in going out of cycle to the amendments previously approved by 

the committee.  Mikalla Davis explained the process for presenting a rule for out of cycle approval, 

including that the report for the 2020 cycle is due February 1, 2020, for an effective date in the fall 

of 2020 or January, 2021. Magistrate Susan Keith requested consideration of including it in the 

2020 cycle.  Magistrate Diane Kirigin reported on behalf of the Magistrate/Hearing Officer 

Association that met several days ago and requested that this matter be included as an out of cycle 



request so as to bring finality to this process which is urgently necessary.  Norberto Katz moved 

that the amendments be requested out of cycle and Lisa Kleinberg seconded the Motion.  Harriet 

Williams requested clarification of the out of cycle process. Magistrate Lisa Bedwell requested 

approval of the Motion to remove current impediments hampering the cases the Magistrates hear.  

The vote was called and passed, with 18 in favor and 1 opposed. 

Amendments to Notice of Related Case Form: Mikalla Davis requested approval. The issue is as 

an out of cycle or a joint report with the Rules of Judicial Administration Committee.  Ms. Davis 

reported if pulled, then would have to be done out of cycle.  Chair Maria Obradovich requested it 

not be pulled out.  Ms. Davis reported it would be better to leave it in the regular cycle. 

E-Mail Designation for Pro Se Litigants: Ramona Chaplin reported the subcommittee met on April 

16.  The subcommittee is considering a form for opting out of e-service. The subcommittee 

members have reached out to Clerks, Inns of  Court, Clinics for recommendations of the language 

to include in the form.  Magistrate Susan Keith  reported that the rule  2.516 (b) (1) (c) must be 

changed before the form is.   

Collaborative Law: Robert Merlin reported that the Family Law Section has met and made changes 

to the rules that some people believe are not appropriate, and that are being presented to the 

committee for approval. Dr. Greg Firestone had a concern that there are no standards. The 

subcommittee has met and decided that the changes requested are not appropriate.  Mr. Merlin 

recommended that the Chair or her designee send a letter to Dr. Firestone as to the committee’s 

position.  A vote was called and Motion carried, with 19 in favor, none opposed and no abstentions. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:19 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted by Norberto Katz 


