
MINUTES – FAMILY LAW RULES COMMITTEE MEETING 

MAY 16, 2018 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Robert Merlin at 8:33 A.M. and welcomed all the 
attendees. 

The following members were in attendance: Maria Obradovich, Ladasiah Ford, Arielle Capuano, 
Ramona Chaplin, Mary Lou Wagstaff, Norberto Katz, Jack Moring, Crystal Roland, Rebecca 
Hunt, Caroline Sikorske, Robert Merlin, Ellen Ware, Judge Fred Pollack, Cory Brandfon, Jackie 
Gollay, Susan Giacoletto, Ariana Fajardo Orshan, Roberta Walton, Mary Lou Cuellar-Stillo and 
Nancy Harris. 

The following guest was in attendance: Susan Keith 

Approval of the April 18, 2018 Minutes: Judge Fred Pollack moved to accept, Jack Moring 
seconded the Motion.  Motion passed. 

Supreme Court Update 

Comment on Amendment 12.961: Mikalla Davis reported that there is no update. 

New Business 

Legislation: Magistrate Susan Keith reported that in response to bills 2018-69 and 2018-100 
recently passed, the Supreme Court Forms Committee has drafted forms which are in rough form.  
Magistrate Keith further reported that when the final product has been prepared that it will be 
furnished to the Rules and Forms Committee of the Family Law Section and this committee to 
review and will also seek input from the Domestic Violence Committee of the Family Law Section 
and the Elder Law Committee of the Florida Bar. Magistrate Keith requested that when received, 
that the forms not be disseminated to the public at large. 

Referral to Husband and Wife: Chair Robert Merlin reported that he had received an e-mail inquiry 
from Debra Salisbury.  Chair Robert Merlin formed a sub committee on this issue. Crystal 
Rowland will chair this sub committee. 

Timesharing Compliance Referrral: After discussion, the consensus is that action on this issue is 
unnecessary. 

Changes to RJA Rule and Civil Rule regarding Remote Testimony: Caroline Sikorske reported 
that she was aware that there had been discussions but was unable to participate.  Mikalla Davis 
reported that this process started with the Civil Rules Committee’s desire to accommodate 
telephone and Skype and they agreed to permit this.  The RJA approved on 1st vote and wish to 



file this out of cycle. A subcommittee was formed and Judge Fred Pollack, Rebecca Hunt and Jack 
Moring volunteered to serve on this subcommittee. 

 

SB 590 Timesharing: Judge Fred Pollack reported that this sub committee has been working on 2 
updates. Judge Pollack has 2 concerns: that more volunteers are needed and a line of succession 
for this subcommittee. Ariel Capuano volunteered to work on this committee. Incoming Chair 
Maria Obradovich will ensure a line of succession. 

Subcommittee Update 

Rule 12.060: Jack Moring reported that minor changes are necessary, specifically changing 
payment provision from “may” to “must”.  Mr. Moring further reported that a final report will be 
presented at the committee’s June meeting. 

Collaborative Law: No report. 

SB 590: Judge Pollack reported earlier in the meeting. 

E-Mail Designation for Pro Se Litigants: No report. 

12.285 Revisited: Jack Moring reported that the subcommittee has met and finalized proposals 
regarding non compliance especially in temporary relief hearings and sanctions should be 
proposed.  Mr. Moring reported a proposal to change the time requirements in (b) (1) for both 
temporary and initial proceedings as well as supplemental proceedings. The sub committee is 
drafting a final report to be presented at the June meeting. 

Gender Neutral Forms and Supreme Court Forms: No report 

Review of Financial Affidavit Forms: Cory Bradfon reported that the sub committee is moving 
forward well.  There was a meeting of the sub committee on April 24. The sub sub committees 
each dealing with the income, expenses and assets and liabilities sections have met and made 
recommendations.  Mr. Brandfon further reported that the sub committee is in the process of 
finalizing a questionnaire to be disseminated to the Clerks, Legal Aid organizations, the Family 
Law Section and the Judiciary and the goal is to finalize the questionnaire at the May 31 meeting 
and then disseminate it.  Mr. Brandfon requested input from this committee as to items the 
members believe should be included in the questionnaire.   

Petition to Establish Parentage: Susan Giacoletto reported there was no update and will try to have 
a report at the next meeting. 

OSCA Forms in E-Portal: No report. 



RJA Electronic Documents Rules: Maria Obradovich reported this will be taken up at the RJA 
rules at the June meeting. 

12.491 Revisited: Mary Lou Cuellar reported that the concern is that 12.491 does not contain the 
provisions in the Turner v. Rogers decision, including the provisions regarding the ability to pay, 
the preparation of a financial affidavit, the ability to respond and the provisions regarding the 
issuance of a writ for failure to appear.   

Chair Robert Merlin requested that the committee provide items for the agenda for the June 
meeting by May 28, 2018. 

Susan Giacolleto moved to adjourn and Arielle Capuano seconded. The Motion passed. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:27 A.M. 

Respectfully submitted by Norberto Katz 


