
Amendments would require all mediators be subject to 
the Standards of Professional Conduct and Discipline of 
the Mediator Rules regardless of whether a court order 

of referral has been issued 
The Supreme Court’s Committee on Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules 

and Policy (Committee) has submitted to the Florida Supreme Court a petition 
proposing amendments to the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure, Florida Small 
Claims Rules, Florida Rules of Juvenile Procedure, Florida Rules of Appellate 
Procedure, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure, and Florida Rules for Certified 
and Court-Appointed Mediators (Mediator Rules).  The proposed amendments 
would require that all mediators who mediate actions filed and pending in any 
Florida court be subject to Parts II, Standards of Professional Conduct (ethical 
standards), and III, Discipline (disciplinary process), of the Mediator Rules 
regardless of whether a court order of referral has been issued. 

The Court invites all interested persons to comment on the proposed 
amendments, which are summarized by the Committee below and reproduced in 
full online at https://www.floridasupremecourt.org/Case-Information/Rules-Cases-
Proposed-Amendments.  All comments must be filed with the Court on or before 
July 1, 2020, with a certificate of service verifying that a copy has been served on 
the Committee Chair, Honorable Michael S. Orfinger, Volusia County Courthouse 
Annex, 125 E. Orange Avenue, Suite 304, Daytona Beach, Florida 32114, 
morfinger@circuit7.org, and on support staff to the Committee, Juan R. Collins, 
Dispute Resolution Center, Florida Supreme Court Building, 500 South Duval 
Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, collinsj@flcourts.org, as well as a separate 
request for oral argument if the person filing the comment wishes to participate in 
oral argument, which may be scheduled in this case.  The Committee Chair has 
until July 22, 2020, to file a response to any comments filed with the Court.  If 
filed by an attorney in good standing with The Florida Bar, the comment must be 
electronically filed via the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal (Portal) in accordance 
with In re Electronic Filing in the Supreme Court of Florida via the Florida 
Courts E-Filing Portal, Fla. Admin. Order No. AOSC13-7 (Feb. 18, 2013).  If 
filed by a nonlawyer or a lawyer not licensed to practice in Florida, the comment 
may be, but is not required to be, filed via the Portal.  Comments filed via the 
Portal must be submitted in Microsoft Word 97 or higher.  See In re Electronic 
Filing in the Florida Supreme Court, Fla. Admin. Order No. AOSC17-27 (May 9, 
2017).  Any person unable to submit a comment electronically must mail or hand-
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deliver the originally signed comment to the Florida Supreme Court, Office of the 
Clerk, 500 South Duval Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1927; no additional 
copies are required or will be accepted. 

 
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 

 
IN RE: AMENDMENTS TO THE FLORIDA RULES OF CIVIL 
PROCEDURE, THE FLORIDA SMALL CLAIMS RULES, THE FLORIDA 
RULES OF JUVENILE PROCEDURE, THE FLORIDA RULES OF 
APPELLATE PROCEDURE, THE FLORIDA FAMILY LAW RULES OF 
PROCEDURE, AND THE FLORIDA RULES FOR CERTIFIED AND 
COURT-APPOINTED MEDIATORS, CASE NO. SC20-565 

Rule Explanation 
Florida Rule of 
Civil Procedure 
1.710 (Mediation 
Rules) 
 

Adds subdivision entitled “Rules Governing Mediators” to 
require that all mediators who mediate actions filed and 
pending in any Florida civil court be subject to Parts II, 
Standards of Professional Conduct (ethical standards), and 
III, Discipline (disciplinary process), of the Florida Rules 
for Certified and Court-Appointed Mediators regardless of 
whether a court order of referral has or has not been issued.  
Adopts a new Committee Note detailing the amendment. 

Florida Rule of 
Civil Procedure 
1.750 (County 
Court Actions) 
 

Creates new subdivision entitled “Rules Governing 
Mediators” to require that all mediators who mediate 
actions filed and pending in any Florida county court be 
subject to Parts II, Standards of Professional Conduct 
(ethical standards), and III, Discipline (disciplinary 
process), of the Florida Rules for Certified and Court-
Appointed Mediators regardless of whether a court order of 
referral has or has not been issued. Existing subdivisions 
(c) through (f) are renumbered as subdivisions (d) through 
(g) respectively.  Adopts a new Committee Note detailing 
the amendment. 
 
Existing subdivision (d), now subdivision (e), 
“Appointment of the Mediator,” is corrected so that the 
reference to rule 1.720(f), which is entitled “Sanctions for 
Failure to Appear,” is now to rule 1.720(j), which is 
entitled “Appointment of the Mediator,” as (j) appears to 
be the subdivision intended for the reference.  



Florida Small 
Claims Rule 7.090 
(Appearance; 
Defensive 
Pleadings; Trial 
Date) 
 

Creates new subdivision entitled “Rules Governing 
Mediators” to require that all mediators who mediate 
actions filed and pending in any Florida small claims court 
be subject to Parts II, Standards of Professional Conduct 
(ethical standards), and III, Discipline (disciplinary 
process), of the Florida Rules for Certified and Court-
Appointed Mediators regardless of whether a court order of 
referral has or has not been issued. Existing subdivisions 
(f) and (g) are renumbered as subdivisions (g) and (h), 
respectively. Adopts a new Committee Note detailing the 
amendment. 

Florida Rule of 
Juvenile 
Procedure 8.290 
(Dependency 
Mediation) 
 

Adds new subdivision entitled “Rules Governing 
Mediators” to require that all mediators who mediate 
actions filed and pending in any Florida juvenile 
dependency court be subject to Parts II, Standards of 
Professional Conduct (ethical standards), and III, 
Discipline (disciplinary process), of the Florida Rules for 
Certified and Court-Appointed Mediators regardless of 
whether a court order of referral has or has not been issued. 
Existing subdivisions (f) through (q) are renumbered as 
subdivisions (g) through (r), respectively.  Adopts a new 
Committee Note detailing the amendment. 

Florida Rule of 
Appellate 
Procedure 9.700 
(Mediation Rules) 
 

Creates new subdivision entitled “Rules Governing 
Mediators” to require that all mediators who mediate 
actions filed and pending in any Florida appellate court be 
subject to Parts II, Standards of Professional Conduct 
(ethical standards), and III, Discipline (disciplinary 
process), of the Florida Rules for Certified and Court-
Appointed Mediators regardless of whether a court order of 
referral has or has not been issued.  Adopts a new 
Committee Note detailing the amendment. 

Florida Family 
Law Rule of 
Procedure 12.741 
(Mediation Rules) 
 

Creates new subdivision entitled “Rules Governing 
Mediators” to require that all mediators who mediate 
actions filed and pending in any Florida family law court 
be subject to Parts II, Standards of Professional Conduct 
(ethical standards), and III, Discipline (disciplinary 
process), of the Florida Rules for Certified and Court-
Appointed Mediators regardless of whether a court order of 
referral has or has not been issued.  Adopts a new 
Committee Note detailing the amendment. 



Florida Rule for 
Certified and 
Court-Appointed 
Mediators 10.200 
(Scope and 
Purpose) 

Revises current language of the rule to clarify that the 
ethical standards of conduct apply to anyone who mediates 
actions pending before any Florida court regardless of 
whether the person is a certified mediator, non-certified, or 
court-appointed.  Adopts a new Committee Note detailing 
the amendment. 

Florida Rule for 
Certified and 
Court-Appointed 
Mediators 10.700 
(Scope and 
Purpose) 

Revises current language of the rule to clarify that Part III, 
Mediation Certification Applications and Discipline, the 
rules which provide a means for enforcing the Florida 
Rules for Certified and Court-Appointed Mediators, applies 
to anyone who mediates actions pending before any Florida 
court regardless of whether the person is a certified 
mediator, non-certified, or court-appointed.  Adopts a new 
Committee Note detailing the amendment. 

 


