SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT FORM

E-Mail Designation Subcommittee
Date: May 2, 2022
Chair: Charis Campbell
Members Attending: Ashley Taylor, Judge Frederick Pollack, Susan Whittaker, Matthew Capstraw
Meeting dates: August 27, 2021, November 19, 2021, February 4, 2021, and March 15, 2021
I. 
History/Background and Summary of the Issues:


This matter came to the attention of the Committee based on a concern of Judge Pollack, 
Circuit Court Judge located in Pinellas County. According to the Rules of Judicial 
Administration, pro-se litigants currently have the option to opt-in to designate an e-mail 
for the service of court documents. However, there is no rule providing the pro-se litigant 
with the option to opt-out of e-mail designation and designate a physical address or
other permissible methods of service. Not only are the Rules of Judicial Administration 
silent as to a method for pro-se litigants to opt-out of e-mail designation, but the Family 
Law Rules of 
Procedure are 
also silent regarding the same.
III. 
Factors Considered by the Subcommittee:


The subcommittee considered and discussed various amendments to the Rules of Judicial 
Administration and Family Law Rules of Procedure to provide a mechanism for pro-se 
litigants to opt-out of e-mail designation, modeling the language that allows lawyers to 
opt-out of e-mail designation. A summary of the proposed changes is below:

i. 
Fla. R. Jud. Admin 2.516(b)(C)(1) We included proposed language to provide for pro-se litigants to opt-out of e-mail e-service designation

ii. Fla. R. Jud. Admin 2.516(B)(2) We added language that the pro-se litigants could be served by other means by choosing to opt-out of designated e-mail service

iii. Fla.Fam.L.R.P. 12.080 (4) and (5) We decided that we can modify our family law rules and not wait for RJA to adopt our proposed language to include an opt-out provision for pro-se litigants

iv. Fla.Fam.L.R.P.  .12.080 (6) the language regarding uploading and furnishing orders is outdated and should consider electronic uploading and distribution
V. Proposed Amendment Must be in Legislative Format:

