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RONALD A. ALTER

“My advice 
to young 
lawyers is to 
work hard 
and prepare 
well which is 
the right 
direction for 
success.”



STEVEN R. “STEVE” BECHTEL

“I took the oath with The Florida 
Bar on Monday, May 18, 1970. In 
my 50 years of practice, I have 
taken the oath very seriously. The 
practice of law can be very 
stressful. When things were not 
going well, I reminded myself of 
this motto, ‘Illegitimi Non 
Carborundum’”. 



CHARLES EDGAR “C.E.” BERGMANN



CONRAD C. BISHOP, JR.
Notes and Quotes After Fifty Years

“All the funny things that have happened to me in 
court would certainly consume more than fifty words, 
so these are just a few things I say to a new client:
1. Any lawyer who guarantees a result in a case is 

either a flaming fool or he or she hasn’t done 
many cases. 

2. There is no stupid question, it is stupid not to ask 
it, but if you ask me a stupid question, I will tell 
you that, but I will be teasing.

Oh darn, already over fifty words. Y’all stay safe.” 



JOHN TRELEAVEN BLAKELY
“I have very much enjoyed 
practicing law, especially 
litigation. I’m proud of our 
profession. Over the past 50 
years, I’ve tried cases in many 
parts of Florida. As a result, I 
became friends with many 
lawyers and judges, and I 
cherish my memories of my 
times with all of you.”



NEWMAN DEMPSEY BROCK
“From being board certified 
in the first class in 1983 to 
serving as a circuit judge in 
later years, we have witnessed 
amazing advancements in 
technology and diverse 
memberships. We have 
progressed from IBM electric 
typewriters, to computers, to 
Zoom.”



LANE THOMAS BURNETT
Pictured: Lane Burnett graduating 
from Florida State University law 
school, sworn in, and at his desk 
working in his private personal 
injury office, now. 

Advice: “Be kind and truthful to 
your adversaries.”
Quote: “Live life every golden 
minute for tomorrow may be too 
late.”



EDNA LOUISE CARUSO
“I have been so honored to 
have had the opportunity to 
handle appeals for such 
deserving plaintiffs, and to 
work with such talented 
plaintiffs’ trial lawyers, 
throughout my legal career. It 
was an amazing journey. I 
simply cannot believe that 50 
years went by so fast.”



ISRAEL AARON “IZZY” COHEN

“BA (math/psych) and JD at UF. S/Sgt USAR. 
Actuarial math & contract writer at Gulf Life. Moved 
to Israel in 1970. Yom Kippur War army service in 
Sinai. Software engineer (computer aided design, 
avionics, electrical engineering) at Israel Aircraft 
Industries. Tech writer. Now an academic publications 
editor at Tel Aviv University.”



LARRY KNIGHT COLEMAN

“Live by the ‘Golden Rule’ in all of your professional 
relationships recognizing that there will not be 
reciprocity. Carpe diem.”



NORMAN C. CUMMINS

“Being from chilly Indiana, I told my mother at age 
ten I would like to live in Florida when grown. Law 
school afforded me the opportunity and I have 
practiced law in the Lake County, Florida area for 
over 51 years. I plan to practice part time as long as 
the Lord and the Bar allow.”



JAMES ROBERT DIRMANN

“The attached military photo was 
taken in Feb. 1967 in Quang Ngai 
Provence Vietnam six months 
before I started law school. I was 
a 1st Lt. in the Marine Corps and 
the leader of a Marine Platoon 
attached to the 2nd Korean Marine 
Brigade.” 



JAMES ROBERT DIRMANN

“The other photos attached are the 
presentation of the Sarasota County 
Bar Association Extraordinary 
Service Award in September 2018 
and the Award. 
Message to Young Lawyers: 
‘Integrity, Courage, Compassion, 
Hard Work, and an extremely 
talented legal assistant will get you 
through 50 years of Law Practice!’”



B. LEE ELAM



PAUL GERALD FLETCHER
“I am proud to have been a lawyer for the past 
50 years, having served my country as a USAF 
JAG and helping represent clients in private 
practice. I welcome the dramatic increase in 
women’s participation in our Bar and 
encourage greater efforts to equalize salaries 
and positions of leadership for all persons, 
including black lawyers and other minorities to 
insure equal justice under the law. Photos are of 
my wife, Susan, and I at my graduation from the 
University of Miami in May of 1970 and the 
program from the 3rd DCA admitting me to The 
Florida Bar.”



BRUCE WAYNE FLOWER

“Above all, be a person of honesty and 
integrity so that ALL others with whom you 
deal know you can be trusted to speak the 
truth, to do what is right, and to do what you 
are supposed to do when you are supposed 
to do it. Once compromised, that trust is 
gone forever. Go gently.”



ROBERT ROY FOSTER

“Soon after beginning practice, I discovered judges and clients 
interfered with my life. I feel each of you must have come to recognize 
this at some point, just maybe not as soon as I. Though I learned it 
early on, bull headed as I am, I obviously continued to pursue a living 
by practicing law or I would not be here today. Years after I ascertained 
this truism it was brought home with astounding lucidity… 



ROBERT ROY FOSTER
(continued from last slide)…I was standing on the top of a 
mountain in Vail, Colorado. The wind was blowing like a 
hurricane, the temperature was below an Eskimo’s knees, 
and the snow was making up for days without it. Suddenly, 
my phone started ringing. I dug it from the most inner parts 
of multi layers of clothing. On the other end was a JA who 
advised me the judge was scheduling a hearing in DeLand 
the very next day at 8:30 a.m. and insisted I was to appear. 
That is about what and how I have learned in the practice 
of law and has been so for me for more than 51 years.”



HON. JERRY A. FUNK

“During my 23 years practicing law, I 
handled many matters, covering A-Z, 
adoptions-zoning. It was interesting and 
emotionally rewarding, and I made a 
good living. During my almost 28 years 
on the bench, the best part was that I 
was no longer an advocate. I listened to 
the facts and ruled the way the law led 
me.”



HON. JERRY A. FUNK
“Below is one of my favorite quotes. It is from the book 
Lincoln’s Last Trial, written by Dan Abrams and David 
Fisher.
“[Abraham Lincoln] reacted strongly when people 
doubted the honesty of lawyers, writing in a well-known 
1850 essay, ‘There is a vague, popular belief that 
lawyers are necessarily dishonest…Let no young man, 
choosing the law for a calling, for a moment yield to this 
popular belief. Resolve to be honest at all events; and if, 
in your own judgment, you cannot be an honest lawyer, 
resolve to be honest without being a lawyer. Choose 
some other occupation, rather than one in the choosing 
of which you do, in advance, consent to be a knave.”



MICHELLE HOLTZMAN GARBIS

“The first photo is excerpted from the 
yearbook photo of Bar & Gavel 
Honorary Society.” 

Quote: “As we approach graduation 
from law school, may our successes 
always be more than yesterday’s and 
less than tomorrow’s (adapted from 
French love poem.”



MICHELLE HOLTZMAN GARBIS
Photo 2: “I’ve been practicing for some 15 years 
now (yes, it’s really me), and exhaustion aside, 
my life is filled with happiness and success I 
never dreamed possible.”

Photo 3: “With my hubby (Gary Garbis, 
class of ‘69). It’s 2005, and I am teaching 
English now. The success and joy of that 
profession is immeasurable.”



MICHELLE HOLTZMAN GARBIS

Photo 4: “Oh my gosh, it’s 5 
years into retirement. What 
have I learned on this 
journey? Albert Einstein 
was correct all along: One 
should ‘strive not to be a 
success, but rather to be of 
value.’”



TIMOTHY WAYNE GASKILL

“It is an honor to join the elite 
members of The Florida Bar who 
have had the privilege of 
practicing law for 50 years. My 
achievement was made possible by 
Cumberland Law School, Attorney 
Robert M. Montgomery, who gave 
me my first job, and by Tana, my 
beautiful wife of 53 years!!!”



S. CURTIS KISER
“The FSU Law School experience 
enabled me to have a very successful 
and fulfilling career. The Dean, 
Professors, Staff, and fellow Students 
created the foundation for my 50 years 
of contributions in public service, legal 
assistance to my clients, and services 
to The Florida Bar culminating in the 
FSU College of Law Distinguished 
Alum Award in 2019.”



JOHN A. LANZETTA
“The Good: Working in a career as 
interesting as it was challenging, 
alongside great partners, helping 
others solve their business and 
legal issues, all while providing a 
secure and prosperous living for my 
family. The Bad: Retiring at the 
peak of your game just KNOWING 
you know more, about everything, 
than anyone else around!”



JOHN A. LANZETTA

John and Jean Lanzetta at a St. Jude Charity Function in Monaco.



JOHN A. LANZETTA
A Personal View of the State of the Law in 2021

“From our Founding, Americans are almost unique in proclaiming we are free 
people by our very birth, coming into this world with an SUV full of natural 
born rights in tow. So when we allow government and laws to restrict some 
aspects of our daily lives, we do so grudgingly but with an awareness of the 
need for peaceful co-existence with others. 
As lawyers and citizens, we face a continual quest for reason and balance to 
see that elected government supports and defends our rights, natural and 
statutory, without overreaching the ruling authority we allow it. Law’s limit, 
then, should be to settle disputes by judicial interpretation of legislative law 
and intent,…(continued on next slide)



JOHN A. LANZETTA
A Personal View of the State of the Law in 2021

(continued from previous slide)…with the eternal hope for an equitable result if 
we’re lucky enough it turns out that way. All branches are said to be co-equal 
but only the judiciary has been given the role of independent and impartial 
arbiter which, at its highest level, has the last word in disputes among 
ourselves – as Marbury v. Madison told us early on. Frankly, that’s why I see 
the drift – no, the rush – to imbue someone’s subjective sense of societal 
fairness onto time-honored legal analysis in today’s legal disputes, however 
well intended, anathema to the Blind Justice we should at once honor and 
uphold.”



JAMES ROBERT “JIM” MEYER

“I am really glad, and 
perhaps somewhat 
surprised, I was able to 
follow in the footsteps 
of my father, Keith L. 
Meyer, and brother, 
Larry K. Meyer, as fifty-
year Bar members.”



J. JEROME MILLER

“The practice 
of law has 
empowered me 
to serve my 
fellow man. 
No one ever 
had it better.”



EDWARD J. O’DONNELL, JR.



EDWARD J. O’DONNELL, JR.

“When I reflect upon all the 
fascinating cases I have had the honor 
of handling over the last fifty years, 
the one that stands out above them all 
was in 1990 when I met an attorney 
for a codefendant who, six months 
later became my wife: The Honorable 
Diane Ward. It’s been a great career!”



JOHN C. “SKIP” RANDOLPH
“It is difficult for me to imagine that fifty 
years have passed since my admission to 
The Florida Bar. I have practiced law in 
Palm Beach County for the entirety of my 
career and much has changed in that 
time. I am proud to be part of such an 
honorable profession that has helped to 
shape the communities that we live and 
work in. Thank you, Florida Bar, for all 
of the support and guidance on this 
journey.”



KENNETH HOWARD RENICK

“One of the best decisions I made in life was taking The Florida 
Bar and establishing my practice in Palm Beach County. Please 
excuse the three photos as the last one represents me riding into 
the sunset in my retirement years. That is me on my red motorcycle. 
My best to all the other 50-year members.”



BRIAN J. SHERR
“It has been an incredible 
journey and I continue to 
love real estate law, working 
with clients and developing 
business. Life is about 
learning, and I am blessed 
that every day I learn from 
exceptional colleagues at 
Greenberg Traurig, my 
clients, friends, and family.”



“My father and brother were 
lawyers. My father counseled me 
that with a law degree a world 
of opportunities exists even 
outside of the actual practice of 
law. The lawyer is a healer as 
well as an advocate-combatant 
and the practice fulfills a life’s 
purpose of helping others.” 

ANTHONY JAMES “JIM” SPALLA



CAROL MACMILLAN STANLEY
“The past 50 years as a 
practicing attorney in Delray 
Beach provided many challenges, 
yet it has been very rewarding. I 
was privileged to practice with my 
father, Neil MacMillan, initially. 
And then, more recently, with my 
son, Tom Stanley. I am honored 
and proud to be a member of The 
Florida Bar.”



WILLIAM JOHN “BILL” STEWART, JR.
“I have consistently enjoyed 
the practice of law, my fellow 
lawyers, and my clients. I 
cannot imagine doing anything 
else. At the same time, I have 
continued to respect the 
enormous privilege and 
responsibility that the license to 
practice and the oath of office 
imposes on each of us.”



HARRY TEMPKINS



ANTONIO LAVERE THOMAS

“My 50 Year journey began in the patches of 
black dirt rows of embedded red and green 
strawberry plants and white tall soot covered 
smokestacks of the phosphate mines of Plant City, 
Florida, where injustice and inequality were 
invasive and pervasive; followed by the steel 
barred dark windowless jail cells and grey marble 
column-floored courtrooms throughout the land 
as an inmate, defendant, client, and attorney;…



ANTONIO LAVERE THOMAS

…the journey has been traveled and is being 
traveled in part by prayers and on the bent backs 
of those who prayed for, believe in and supported 
this Honoree, who has paid and is paying the debt 
by earning law licenses (Florida and Georgia) 
and fighting for equality and justice for those 
whose prayers were answered, beliefs were 
acknowledged and backs were strong enough fuel 
and nourish this Honoree on his 50 Year 
Journey.”



MARY LOUISE “MARY LOU” 
MILLER WAGSTAFF

“Not many people get to work at 
doing what they dreamed about 
doing from the time they were 5 
years old much less discover that 
it was even better than hoped for 
and then are privileged to do it 
for 50 years. In practicing law 
since 1970, I have been that very 
lucky person.”



FRANK C. WALKER
“My first day seemed like 
yesterday. My first bosses 
were former Bar 
President Ray Ferrero 
and Ed Middlebrooks. I 
see them today and I feel 
like they are still my 
bosses. That feeling is 
something you never 
forget. Forever grateful.”



RONALD H. WATSON



RONALD H. WATSON



ROBERT “BOB” WAYNE



H. ADAMS WEAVER, JR.

“Fifty years have gone by in a hurry. But as 
I reflect on the changes like the Selectric to 
the Cloud, WordPerfect, Zoom hearings and 
trials electronically, I miss the camaraderie 
and informality of the 70s (probably a 
consistent refrain from older lawyers). It 
has been and continues to be a great ride. It 
is a privilege to have been a member of The 
Florida Bar for the past fifty years.”



ANDREW H. WEINSTEIN
“For a lawyer, fifty words is 
by definition inadequate, but 
less is often more. Admission 
to The Florida Bar has been 
the culmination of my 
objective – to be of service. I 
thank my family, colleagues, 
friends, clients, and fellow 
Bar members for the privilege 
to be a Florida lawyer.”

1968 – with 
wife, Susan.



LINDA F. WELLS
“I was blessed by smart and 
principled colleagues throughout my 
active practice years; I learned from 
them all.”



LINDA F. WELLS

“During my practice years (all with 
Carlton Fields) I encountered and 
learned from worthy and (usually) 
gracious opponents, generous 
colleagues – smart, learned, and 
(almost always) prepared judges. I 
enjoyed the law and am delighted that 
two of our three offspring carry on the 
Wells legal tradition.”



ROBERT FORREST “BOB” WILLIAMS
“I retired after 40 years from Rutgers University 
Law School in July 2020 as Distinguished Professor 
of Law and Director of the Center for State 
Constitutional Studies. I was a Legal Services 
lawyer in Miami and Tallahassee from 1971 to 
1979, with two years out to serve as the advisor to 
the Minister of Justice of Afghanistan. I have been 
married to my wife Alaine, a top Philadelphia union 
lawyer, for 47 years. We have two children (both 
lawyers) and two grandchildren.”



STEVEN J. WISOTSKY
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LARRY BENTON ALEXANDER
“In my 50 years of practice, I 
have been fortunate to work 
with one firm my entire 
career. While the profession 
has seen many changes, the 
one thing that has remained 
constant is my respect for the 
attorneys and professionals I 
have and continue to work 
with at Jones Foster.”



LESLIE JOEL BARNETT
“It has been an 
honor to serve the 
public as a member 
of The Florida Bar. 
My service in the 
Bar to help those in 
need has been 
rewarding. I look 
forward to the next 
50 years.”



LESLIE JOEL BARNETT



WILLIAM B. BARTON, JR.
“While assigned to the Eglin Air 
Force Base JAG office I took The 
Florida Bar intending to settle in 
Florida after the Air Force. Instead, 
a job offer from the Navy General 
Counsel’s office took me to 
Washington, D.C. and after three 
years with the Navy, I entered 
private practice where I remained 
throughout my professional career.”



JANET W. BEHNKE
“Fight for the 
things that you care 
about, but do it in a 
way that will lead 
others to join you.” 
–
Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg



DAVID BERCUSON

“The practice of law is an honorable profession. After being a litigator, 
I transitioned to a specialty in entertainment law. Working with very 
established musical artists and new artists has given me great 
perspective and a very real understanding how attorneys can be 
beneficial in shaping the course of someone’s life and career.”



ROBERT CARL BLANK
“Two of the most satisfying 
cases of my career were claims 
brought under The September 
11th Victim Compensation Fund. 
The cases were handled pro 
bono. Both cases resulted in 7 
figure awards. My greatest 
satisfaction came from being 
part of the healing process for 
the victim families.”



RODD RUSSELL BUELL

“I am enjoying 
retirement in Wellington, 
Florida and Flat Rock, 
North Carolina. Hello to 
the members of my 
University of Florida 
College of Law Class of 
1970.”



JOHN MICHAEL “MIKE” BURMAN
“An abundance of thanks and 
gratitude to Mentors, Judges, 
Partners, Associates, Paralegals, 
Assistants, Secretaries, and Clerks 
who all provided great help and 
support during my career. A special 
thanks to my family, particularly my 
sisters, children, and grandchildren 
for all their love and 
understanding.”



MICHAEL D. CHIUMENTO, JR.
“I wanted to be a lawyer since I was in the 
10th grade. A lifetime has evaporated, and it 
has been a phenomenal journey. I am so proud 
to be a lawyer as it is a wonderful and 
rewarding profession. Thank you to The 
Florida Bar for its assistance and support to 
all lawyers. A special thank you to my life 
partner, wife, and friend Kristi, who has 
supported and literally worked with me for 
over 50 years. Also, along the way, we found 
time to raise and enjoy three wonderful 
children all of whom we are so proud of.”



MERCER K. “BUD” CLARKE
“Our careers were 
bookended by Vietnam and 
a worldwide pandemic 
with Iranian hostages, the 
Gulf War, several 
recessions, 9-11, and the 
longest war in US history 
sandwiched in between. I’d 
say a collective pat on the 
back is in order.”



ROBERT C. COOPER
“Almost 50 years ago I tried my 
first jury trial in front of Judge 
Benard Muszynski. My opponent 
was an experienced trial lawyer but 
Judge Muszynski very methodically 
instructed both lawyers when to give 
the opening statement, where to 
stand when addressing the jury, and 
so on throughout the trial. I thought 
all judges did that so that juries 
would understand the process…



ROBERT C. COOPER
…Of course, I soon realized Judge 
Muszynski was trying to help a 
fledgling new lawyer through the 
process without the jury knowing 
what he was doing. His lesson in 
kindness has stayed with me all 
these years and although much has 
changed in our profession in those 
years, the need to be kind, especially 
to each other, remains steadfast. It is 
still called professionalism.”



HON. PETER LENNINGS DEARING
“I decided in my 8th grade civics 
class that the best way to have a 
positive impact in my community 
and to live a life worth reflecting 
back on was to become an attorney. 
After 20 years in active practice and 
30 years on the Circuit Court bench, 
I hope I have had that positive 
impact and left my community in a 
better place for having passed 
through it.”



SHELDON E. “SHELLY” FINMAN
“My divorce law practice 
has resulted in a ‘calling’. 
The satisfaction of saving 
families, one at a time, is 
real and a wonderful 
incentive to continuing well 
beyond retirement age. 
Working with Julia is 
another incentive and a true 
blessing.”



FRANK WHITE FULMER
“Your case or 
career may be 
memorable and 
important but 
savor the sweet 
and delicious 
moments of life. 
Remember the 
colorful and 
adventurous 
experiences…



FRANK WHITE FULMER

…Be sure to 
Treasure 
unique 
cultures and 
heritage, and 
Delight in 
feeling you’re 
on top of the 
world.”



BRUCE GRANT HERMELEE
“The practice of law has 
afforded me the opportunity 
to continue to learn, to get 
to know wonderful people 
and clients from a variety 
of backgrounds and 
experiences, and of course 
to provide a living for my 
family. I don’t know any 
career that could have been 
more satisfying.”



PAUL F. HILL
“I spent 30 years as The Florida 
Bar’s general counsel and director 
of governmental affairs – 40 years 
total with the organization (1976-
2016): helping develop the Interest 
on Trust Accounts Program; 
working with the Journal and 
News; coordinating all the Bar’s 
legislative activities; and 
more…with fabulous partners 
throughout! What a ride!!”



JOHN FRASER HIMES
“I greatly admired my 
father, who practiced 52 
years until his death. How 
did he make it, and why? 
Me, 50 years? No way! 
Now, why quit? Proud to be 
a lawyer, son and grandson 
of lawyers – all Presidents 
of the HCBA. Mostly proud 
though, just to be a 
lawyer!”



ALLAN L. HOFFMAN

“Allan L. Hoffman, a mechanical 
engineer, pilot, attorney, mentor, 
and great dad. He became an 
attorney after working at NASA 
where he helped put men on the 
moon. He has had a long and 
successful legal career where he’s 
helped so many people in so 
many areas of law.” –
Amanda B. Hoffman (daughter)



JEFFRY R. JONTZ
“I went to law school because I 
thought it would be a good way 
to meet a lot of interesting 
people and have a career 
working on a lot of interesting 
problems. I still look forward 
each morning to going to the 
office and meeting the 
interesting challenges of 
practicing law.”



WENDELL JEFFERSON KISER
“The photos are of my wife, 
Barbara, and me after the 
swearing in ceremony and 
more recently in New Zealand. 
It’s been an incredible journey 
for 50 years. Four kids, still 
married after 20 years, 12 
grandkids, and amazing 
memories. But just 2 jobs and 
the same wife. Blessed, 
retired, and loving life.”



MICHAEL DOMENICK LABARBERA

“It has been an honor being a 
Bar member for 50 years. 
Never in my wildest dreams 
did I think I would still be 
practicing today, but I am. My 
lovely wife, Charlie, has 
supported me every step of the 
way. We are also celebrating 
our 50th Anniversary this 
month (May).”



ARTHUR J. LEIBELL
“A successful attorney must sometimes think 
outside the Box. Thai Buddhists sought zoning 
for a temple in the agricultural lands of 
Homestead. Robert Traurig was retained for the 
zoning hearing before the Zoning Adjustment 
Board. He lost to the objections of the local 
residents who insisted the Buddhists would 
disrupt the community by the practice of their 
faith and should seek a location in a strip mall. I 
took the appeal to the Dade County Commission 
on the Constitutional issue of where one could 
practice their faith…



ARTHUR J. LEIBELL
…Various community religious leaders appeared 
before the Commission and the then President 
Elect of the American Bar Association, Talbot 
“Sandy” D’Alemberte spoke as to where one 
could practice their religion, especially 
Buddhism, which had its origins in India, an 
agrarian culture and that the farmlands of 
Homestead were perfectly suited for a Thai 
Temple. After lobbying the Commission’s 
members, this approach proved successful, and 
the application passed.”



DALE ODELL MORGAN

“I owe my entire career to 
my beautiful and 
supportive wife.”



ROBERT W. POPE
“At age 35, I graduated on 
Saturday from Stetson Law School 
in January 1971, then drove to 
Jacksonville on Sunday and took the 
Bar Exam on Monday and Tuesday. 
Everyone from Stetson passed. I 
handled mostly criminal law for the 
first 45 years and am now serving 
as Of Counsel for GBY Law in St. 
Petersburg.  I was admitted to the 
United States Supreme Court at age 
83. Still going somewhat strong.”



THOMAS T. REMINGTON
“It has been rewarding to have 
practiced law with outstanding 
attorneys, explored a multitude of 
important legal issues, and retire as a 
Circuit Court Judge. Biggest challenge 
– the Law Library going from hard copy 
to wireless. My proudest moment was 
swearing my son in, and then living to 
see what a fine attorney he has become. 
Thank you to The Florida Bar and, 
hopefully, our up-and-coming lawyers 
will find the practice of law as 
rewarding as I have.”



JOSEPH A. “JOE” ROSIER
“The first photo is when I was 33 
and just sworn into the Bar. The 
second photo is my other self: 
Storyteller ‘Country Joe’ that has 
been my persona for about 40 years 
performing as ‘Father Christmas’ or 
telling Ghost Stories to young and 
old. Also, writing solo plays and 
performing them over the years. 
Although I love acting, I have never 
given up my day job of lawyering. I 
still enjoy the law practice.”



BERNARD CHARLES “BERNIE” SILVER

“Bernie and Carol Silver 
traveling (pre-Covid) and 
enjoying life.”



GLENN MEYERS TERRY

“My fifty attorney years have 
been one great adventure, 
most of it nestled in Coconut 
Grove. I have appreciated The 
Florida Bar’s help all along 
the way. My shingle is on the 
shelf now next to a beautiful 
conch shell. I blow it regularly 
to gather the neighbors to 
share food and fun.”



WAYNE LEE THOMAS
“The first photo was taken in our trailer while in law school 
with Trisha, my bride. She put me through law school and 
I’ve been paying her back since! Still married after 53 
years! Now, 53 years later, with my bride and half of our 
progeny! The last photo (on the next slide) was taken shortly 
after retirement visiting Munich. My bride took the picture.

My legal life, summarized: I had never met a lawyer 
until I went to law school. I did only a little above 
average on my LSAT. Then in my first trimester, I 
made a 2.3. I was prepared for mediocrity. But 
somehow, I caught on to the mysteries of the law and 
graduated Order of the Coif. Late bloomer, I’d say.



WAYNE LEE THOMAS
Upon graduation, I became a law clerk to US District 
Judge Ben Krentzman, then I became an associate, 
partner and director at Trenam, Simmons. In 1981 I left 
Trenam with another partner to start our own firm. After 8 
years, our 4-person firm merged into Carlton Fields. We 
let them keep their name. Then, in 1995 I left Carlton and

became a sole practitioner. I enjoyed those 13 years most of all. In 2008 I 
joined Akerman because I could no longer handle my caseload alone. I 
retired 8 years later at age 70. Mostly, I practiced a broad range of business 
litigation and products liability in state and federal courts. As you see, I was 
well-traveled, so I consider myself to be a journeyman lawyer, hopefully of 
the master variety. It was a great career. I loved working with the great 
majority of my colleagues, but I can’t say, as Will Rogers might, that I never 
met a lawyer I didn’t like.” 



ANTHONY JOSEPH TITONE
“The then photos I have submitted show me 
with two of my celebrity clients in my early 
career. The first is with Mickey Mantle, Hall 
of Fame baseball player, and the other is with 
the great champion Hall of Fame boxer, 
Alexis Arguello. During my career I have been 
fortunate to meet some wonderful individuals; 
Mantle & Arguello were just two of many. 
Among the many were politicians that 
accomplished great things. I was honored to 
represent them and to work with them to do 
good things for the community…



ANTHONY JOSEPH TITONE
…I always wanted to be a lawyer and 
was blessed to achieve that goal. I 
have and will, always be proud and 
thankful that I have spent the last 50 
years as a Florida Bar lawyer. I wish 
nothing but good things for the new 
members of The Florida Bar and I 
advise them to be patient and 
respectful of one another.”



HARRY N. TURK

“The first picture was 
taken just before I 
entered law school in 
1965. The second is a 
more recent picture. 
The only comment I 
have for a quote is: 
The first 50 are the 
hardest!”



CHARLES DOUGLAS WALLER
“Starting in Pasco County, I 
handled anything that walked 
in. The case in which my 
client was charged with 
‘cruelty to animals’ for 
wringing a chicken’s neck was 
reported around the world. I 
received letters from people in 
Italy and Japan offering to be 
expert witnesses. He was 
ultimately acquitted.”



BRUCE A. WEIHE

“Following UF and the Army, I was an 
attorney with the FDIC, which prepared 
me to represent banks in regulatory and 
litigation matters. Married to Lisa since 
1978, we have five wonderful children –
Brooke, Kate, Laura, Ally, and Will, and 
two grandchildren (as of today) scattered 
across the country – no one returned to 
Florida, yet.”



STANLEY ROBERT WEILGUS

“I am truly humbled, excited and proud 
to reach the moment of becoming a 50-
year Florida Bar member. The lives of 
all people are filled with 
accomplishments and also challenges. 
Therefore, when one can look back and 
say THANK YOU, I am still here and I 
am so happy, the celebrating of this 
special moment is filled with joy.”



JOSEPH MAXWELL “MAX” WILLIAMS, III

“The Lord has allowed me to 
practice all these years with many 
fine colleagues and mentors. I began 
my career as a litigator. A decade 
later I moved into corporate law for 
25 years. Along the way I became a 
mediator and an arbitrator, which I 
continue to enjoy doing part time.”



KAYDELL WRIGHT-DOUGLAS
“Kaydell Wright-Douglas earned her Bachelors 
degree in 1968 from Howard University in 
Washington, D.C. Thereafter, she transferred to 
George Washington University Law School to obtain 
her Juris Doctor Degree. Upon graduation, she 
landed a job as Attorney Advisor with the US 
Department of Justice in Atlanta, GA where she 
worked for a year and a half. She is most proud of her 
work as a Main Justice Trial Attorney in the Civil 
Rights Division; Education Department in 
Washington. There she helped the nation desegregate 
schools in the South and other parts of the country… 



KAYDELL WRIGHT-DOUGLAS
…She also paved the way for equality for women in 
athletics through her dedicated work on the early 
Title IX cases until her resignation in 1982. Her most 
significant case since moving back home to Tampa 
was Al Davis Carl Warren vs. Hillsborough County 
and the City of Tampa. She served as co-counsel with 
NAACP attorneys to represent several named 
plaintiffs seeking to overturn the discriminatory, at-
large voting system in effect in Hillsborough County, 
to a system with three single member districts, and 4 
at-large systems which allow minorities to elect the 
candidate of their choice.”



T. ROBERT ZOCHOWSKI



CONGRATULATIONS 
50-Year Members 

and Senior Counselors!

Classes of 1970 and 1971
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