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Inclusion of Pregnancy Status in Family Law Forms 
 
 The Florida Family Law Forms listed on Appendix A, hereto, currently contain language 
addressing the parties’ pregnancy status. 
 
 The purpose of this document is to identify why inclusion of a party’s pregnancy status in the 
current version of the Appendix A forms is inappropriate and should be removed. 
 
 Currently, individuals turning to the Florida Family Law Forms for petitions for dissolution of 
marriage, petitions for support unconnected with dissolution of marriage, and answers to petitions 
for dissolution of marriage are prompted to identify the pregnancy status of not only themselves, 
but of the other party as well. Similarly, any trier of fact turning to the Florida Family Law Forms 
for judgments of dissolution of marriage or judgments for support unconnected with dissolution 
of marriage will likewise find that inclusion of the parties’ pregnancy status is a finding of fact 
that must be made. This is so, despite the fact that there is no support in the law for the notion that 
a party’s pregnancy status is either a pleading requirement for dissolution of marriage or support 
unconnected therewith or a fact which the trier must find in order to grant same. The continued 
inclusion of a party’s pregnancy status in these Florida Family Law Forms, at best, contributes to 
confusion; at worst, unduly infringes on parties’ constitutional rights to privacy. 
 
 A party’s pregnancy status has no bearing on the litigation or resolution of a dissolution of 
marriage proceeding. Indeed, the term “pregnant” only appears once throughout the entirety of 
Chapter 61, and only with respect to under what conditions a time-sharing plan may require a child 
to visit a parent in a “recovery residence.”1 
 
 Likewise, a party’s pregnancy status is only mentioned once under the Florida Family Law 
Rules—under Rule 12.105(a)(1)—as a pleading requirement for the granting of a simplified 
dissolution of marriage. Notably, a party’s pregnancy status is not an enumerated pleading 
requirement elsewhere in the Rules for non-simplified dissolution of marriage or support 
unconnected with dissolution of marriage proceedings.  
 
 The only published Florida appellate decision known to this Subcommittee that even 
tangentially addresses the role that a party’s pregnancy ought to play in a dissolution of marriage 
proceeding is Lopez v. Lopez, 627 So.2d 108 (Fla. 1st DCA 1993). 
 
 In Lopez, the husband and wife had one child born of their marriage when they signed a marital 
settlement agreement. Several weeks later, solely the husband attended the uncontested final 
hearing. Although the husband knew that the wife was then seven months pregnant, he did not 
voluntarily disclose that fact to the court, and a final judgment was entered, incorporating the 
parties’ agreement and granting a dissolution of their marriage. 

 
1 Sec. 61.13(9)(a), Florida Statutes (2022) (“A time-sharing plan may not require that a minor child visit a parent who 
is a resident of a recovery residence, as defined by s. 397.311, between the hours of 9 p.m. and 7 a.m., unless the court 
makes a specific finding that such visitation is in the best interest of the child. In determining the best interest of the 
minor child in such cases, the court shall take into account factors including, but not limited to, whether the parent 
resides in a specialized residence for pregnant women or parents whose children reside with them, the number of 
adults living in the recovery residence, and the parent’s level of recovery.”) (Emphasis added). 
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 Following entry of the final judgment of dissolution of marriage, the wife gave birth to her 
second child. 
 
 Some time thereafter, the wife filed a motion to vacate the final judgment under Rule 1.540(b) 
on grounds of extrinsic fraud. The wife alleged, in part, that had it not been for the husband’s 
misrepresentations as to the whereabouts of the parties’ (born) daughter at the time she executed 
the agreement, she would not have agreed to give him majority timesharing of that daughter. The 
wife further alleged that the husband concealed her pregnancy from the court when he attended 
the final hearing. Although the decision does not make clear, an additional feature of the wife’s 
motion was apparently a request that the court consider “custody and support obligations as to the 
child who was born after the final judgment of dissolution.”2 
 
 Following a hearing on the wife’s motion, the trial court found that the wife had not been 
defrauded as to any material facts affecting her interests in the agreement she signed and that, 
therefore, the judgment would not be vacated. Additionally, the trial court held that it could not 
consider “custody and support obligations as to the child who was born after the final judgment of 
dissolution” absent a separate paternity action.3 
 
 The wife appealed. 
 
 On appeal, the First District appellate court affirmed the trial court’s holding that no extrinsic 
fraud had been perpetrated on the wife before turning to discuss the propriety of the trial court’s 
conclusion that it was without jurisdiction to consider custody and support obligations of the child 
who was born after the final judgment of dissolution absent a separate paternity action. 
 
 The First District began by reciting the general principal that “[t]he circuit court has inherent 
jurisdiction to address the custody and welfare of minor children,” before going on to explain how 
the trial court’s refusal to vacate the judgment to consider the custody and support obligations 
relating to the second-born child improperly shifted the burden of proof to the wife in the bringing 
of a paternity action. Because the trial court misinterpreted its own jurisdiction to determine 
custody and support of the second-born child, the First District reversed the judgment and 
remanded the case for the court to do just that. 
 
 The holding of Lopez neither provides that parties to a proceeding for dissolution of marriage 
or support unconnected with dissolution of marriage must plead or otherwise disclose their 
pregnancy status nor that the trial court make such an inquiry or finding. The holding of Lopez (as 
it relates to a party’s pregnancy status) simply provides that (i) one basis for vacating a judgment 
of dissolution of marriage is the subsequent birth of a child that was conceived during the 
marriage, and (ii) that the trial court retains inherent jurisdiction to determine custody and support 
obligations relating to such subsequently-born child. 
 
 Because neither the legislature nor the judiciary has imposed upon parties to Florida 
dissolution of marriage or support unconnected with dissolution of marriage proceedings an 

 
2 Id. at 109. 
3 Id. 
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obligation to plead or otherwise disclose their pregnancy status prior to obtaining judgment, 
inclusion of same in Florida’s Family Law Forms is not only legally superfluous but actively 
misleading. 
  
 Even if it wanted to, a trial court is without jurisdiction to make a child custody determination 
or determine support obligations of an unborn child. 
 
 Child Custody Determination 
 
 A Florida trial court’s jurisdiction to make an initial child custody determination derives from 
section 61.503, F.S., which exclusively refers to and depends on the existence of a “child.” “Child” 
is defined under Chapter 61 in three locations: subsection 61.13001(1)(a), subsection 61.503(2), 
and subsection 61.703(3).  
 
 Subsection 61.13001(1)(a) defines “child” as: “any person who is under the jurisdiction of a 
state court pursuant to the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act or is the 
subject of any order granting to a parent or other person any right to time-sharing, residential care, 
kinship, or custody, as provided under state law.” (Emphasis added). 
 
 Subsection 61.503(2) defines “child” as: “an individual who has not attained 18 years of age.” 
(Emphasis added). 
 
 Subsection 61.703(3) defines “child” as: “(a) [a]n individual who has not attained 18 years of 
age and who has not had the disability of nonage removed under chapter 743; or (b) [a]n adult son 
or daughter by birth or adoption, or designated by general law, who is the subject of a court order 
concerning custodial responsibility.” (Emphasis added). 
 
 Additionally, Black’s Law Dictionary’s primary definition for “child” is: “[a]n unemancipated 
person under the age of majority.” (Emphasis added). 
 
 Ergo, regardless of where we look to define “child,” all sources define same as either a 
“person” or an “individual.” 
 
 According to the United States Supreme Court, the term “person”, within the meaning of the 
Fourteenth Amendment, does not include an unborn child.4 According to the Florida Supreme 
Court, a “person” does not include a fetus within the meaning of Florida’s Wrongful Death Act.5 
According to the Fifth District appellate court, a “person” does not include a fetus within the 
meaning of Florida’s Guardianship Law.6 This Subcommittee could find no example, either in 
statute or judicial decision, where a fetus was deemed to be a “person.” 
 
 Similarly, and although none of the foregoing statutes define “individual,” the term has been 
elsewhere defined to relate to a “person” within the meaning of Florida’s Civil Rights Act.7 

 
4 Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973). 
5 Young v. St. Vincent’s Medical Center, Inc., 673 So.2d 482 (Fla. 1996). 
6 In re Guardianship of J.D.S., 864 So.2d 534 (Fla. 5th DCA 2004). 
7 Evans v. County of Alachua, 937 So.2d 693 (Fla. 1st DCA 2006). 
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 Consequently, because a “child” within the context of subject matter jurisdiction to make child 
custody determinations has only been defined as either a “person” or an “individual,” and since 
neither of those two alternative terms encompass a fetus, the only logical conclusion is that 
Florida’s trial courts lack jurisdiction to make child custody determinations as to unborn children. 
 
 Child Support Determination 
 
 A trial court’s subject matter jurisdiction to rule on issues of child support is set forth in 
sections 61.13 and 61.14, Florida Statutes.8 
 
 As with the statutory provisions vesting the trial court with subject matter jurisdiction to make 
custody determinations, sections 61.13 and 61.14 similarly tie the obligation of support to a “child” 

without providing any definition other than those applicable to custody determinations.  
 
 What is more, Florida appellate decisions have conclusively (and repeatedly) held that a 
party’s obligation to financially support a child does not begin until birth.9 
 
 Conclusion as to Subject Matter Jurisdiction of a Fetus 
 
 Thus, if a trial court lacks subject matter jurisdiction to make a custody determination or to 
render a child support award for so long as a fetus remains in utero, no legitimate purpose is served 
by either requiring parties to plead their pregnancy status or by inquiring into the pregnancy status 
of the parties prior to entering judgment. In fact, pursuant to section 61.052 (“Dissolution of 
marriage”), “[i]f there is no minor child of the marriage and if the responding party does not, by 
answer to the petition for dissolution, deny that the marriage is irretrievably broken, the court shall 
dispose of the petition for dissolution of marriage if the court finds that the marriage is irretrievably 
broken.” (Emphasis added). Contrarily, “if there is a minor child of the marriage, or when the 
responding party denies by answer to the petition for dissolution that the marriage is irretrievably 
broken, the court may” (emphasis added) order either or both parties to consult with a third party, 
continue the proceedings for a maximum of three months to permit efforts to reconcile, or take 
such other action as may be in the best interests of the parties and the “minor child” of the marriage. 
Additionally, “[i]f, at any time, the court finds that the marriage is irretrievably broken, the court 
shall enter a judgment of dissolution of the marriage.” (Emphasis added).  
 
 Not only does Chapter 61 refrain from inviting an inquiry into the existence of an unborn child, 
it expressly and repeatedly mandates a trial court to proceed to final judgment regardless of same. 

 
8 Haritos v. Haritos, 193 So.3d 1050 (Fla. 2d DCA 2016). 
9 Florida Department of Revenue on behalf of Wind v. Cochran, 253 So.3d 731 (Fla. 1st DCA 2018) (“[I]t is well-
established that the child support obligation does not commence until the birth of the child.”). See Dep’t of Revenue 
ex rel. Smith v. Selles, 47 So.3d 916 (Fla. 1st DCA 2010) (quoting Morris v. Swanson, 940 So.2d 1256 (Fla. 1st DCA 
2006) (“Support is a dual obligation owed by both biological parents to their child from the moment of the child’s 
birth.”) (Emphasis original); Horn v. Dep’t of Revenue ex rel. Abel, 752 So.2d 687 (Fla. 3d DCA 2000) (“Under 
common law, a child was entitled to support retroactive to the date of birth.”); and Ellis v. Humana of Fla., Inc., 569 
So.2d 827 (Fla. 5th DCA 1980) (“And while the parent had no direct obligation of child support before the birth of 
the child, this inchoate obligation created at fertilization springs forth into full like upon the birth of the newborn 
child.”). 
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 Because a trial court is not only directed to enter judgment without regard to the pregnancy 
status of either party, and because even in the absence of such statutory direction it would still lack 
subject matter jurisdiction to make a custody determination or enter a support award in relation to 
an unborn child, same should not be miscast as either a pleading requirement, a required finding 
of fact, or even a relevant inquiry in any proceeding for dissolution of marriage or support 
unconnected to dissolution of marriage for so long as the fetus remains unborn. Doing so only 
invites unnecessary controversy between the parties (especially if paternity is uncertain), invades 
a mother’s constitutional right to privacy under Art. I, § 23, Fla. Const., or, at best, presents a 
potentially irreconcilable quandary for an uninitiated trier of fact. 
 
 For the foregoing reasons, all mention of a party’s pregnancy status in Florida Family Law 
Forms (aside from those relating to the simplified dissolution of marriage procedures set forth in 
12.105) should be removed. 
 

■  END  
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Appendix A 
 
12.903(c)(1) Answer to Petition and Counterpetition for Dissolution of Marriage with 

Dependent or Minor Child(ren) 
12.903(c)(2) Answer to Petition and Counterpetition for Dissolution of Marriage with 

Property but No Dependent or Minor Child(ren) 
12.903(c)(3) Answer to Petition and Counterpetition for Dissolution of Marriage with No 

Dependent or Minor Child(ren) or Property 
12.904(a)(1) Petition for Support Unconnected with Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent 

or Minor Child(ren) 
12.904(a)(2) Petition for Support and Parenting Plan Unconnected with Dissolution of 

Marriage with Dependent or Minor Child(ren) 
12.950(c) Petition for Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent or Minor Child(ren) and 

Relocation 
12.990(b)(2) Final Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage with Property but No Dependent or 

Minor Child(ren) (Uncontested) 
12.990(b)(3) Final Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage with No Property or Dependent or 

Minor Child(ren) (Unconnected) 
12.994(b) Final Judgment for Support Unconnected with Dissolution of Marriage with No 

Dependent or Minor Child(ren) 
 



 
Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.903(c)(1), Answer to Petition and 
Counterpetition for Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent or Minor Child(ren) (02/18) 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW  
         FORM 12.903(c)(1)  
ANSWER TO PETITION AND COUNTERPETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF  
 MARRIAGE WITH DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN)  

        (02/18) 
 

When should this form be used? 
 

This form should be used when you are responding to a petition for dissolution of marriage with 
dependent or minor child(ren) and you are asking the court for something not contained in the petition.  
The answer portion of this form is used to admit or deny the allegations contained in the petition, and 
the counterpetition portion of this form is used to ask for whatever you want the court to do for you. 
 
This form should be typed or printed in black ink.  After completing this form, you should sign the form 
before a notary public or deputy clerk. You should file the original with the clerk of the circuit court in 
the county where the petition was filed and keep a copy for your records.  The person filing the petition 
in a dissolution of marriage proceeding is also referred to as the petitioner and his or her spouse as the 
respondent.  The person filing a counterpetition is also referred to as the counterpetitioner and his or 
her spouse as the counterrespondent. 
 
   IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-FILING 
 
The Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all petitions, pleadings, and documents be 
filed electronically except in certain circumstances. Self-represented litigants may file petitions or other 
pleadings or documents electronically; however, they are not required to do so. If you choose to file 
your pleadings or other documents electronically, you must do so in accordance with Florida Rule of 
Judicial Administration 2.525, and you must follow the procedures of the judicial circuit in which you file. 
The rules and procedures should be carefully read and followed. 
 

What should I do next? 
 
You have 20 days to answer after being served with your spouse’s petition.  A copy of this form must be 
mailed, e-mailed, or hand delivered to your spouse.  After you file an answer and counterpetition your 
case will then generally proceed as follows: 
 
The other party is required to answer your counterpetition within 20 days using an Answer to 
Counterpetition, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.903(d). 
 
UNCONTESTED.  Your dissolution is uncontested if you and your spouse agree on all issues raised in the 
petition and the counterpetition. If this is the case, and you and the other party have complied with 
mandatory disclosure and filed all of the required papers, either party may contact  the clerk, family 
law intake staff, or judicial assistant to set a final hearing.  If you request the hearing, you must notify 
the other party of the hearing by using a Notice of Hearing (General), Florida Supreme Court Approved 
Family Law Form 12.923, or other appropriate notice of hearing form. 
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CONTESTED.  Your dissolution is contested if you and your spouse disagree on any issue raised in the 
petition or counterpetition.  If you are unable to settle the disputed issues, either party may file a Notice 
for Trial, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.924, after you have complied with 
mandatory disclosure and filed all of the required papers.  Some circuits may require the completion of 
mediation before a final hearing may be set.  You should contact the clerk, family law intake staff, or 
judicial assistant for instructions on how to set your case for trial (final hearing). 
 

 Where can I look for more information? 
 
Before proceeding, you should read General Information for Self-Represented Litigants found at the 
beginning of these forms.  The words that are in bold underline in these instructions are defined there.  
For further information, see chapter 61, Florida Statutes. 
 
 
  IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-SERVICE ELECTION 
 
After the initial service of process of the petition or supplemental petition by the Sheriff or certified 
process server, the Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all documents required or 
permitted to be served on the other party must be served by electronic mail (e-mail) except in certain 
circumstances. You must strictly comply with the format requirements set forth in the Rules of Judicial 
Administration. If you elect to participate in electronic service, which means serving or receiving 
pleadings by electronic mail (e-mail), or through the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal, you must review 
Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516. You may find this rule at www.flcourts.org through the link 
to the Rules of Judicial Administration provided under either Family Law Forms: Getting Started, or Rules 
of Court in the A-Z Topical Index.  
 
 
SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS MAY SERVE DOCUMENTS BY E-MAIL; HOWEVER, THEY ARE NOT 
REQUIRED TO DO SO.  If a self-represented litigant elects to serve and receive documents by e-mail, the 
procedures must always be followed once the initial election is made. 
 
To serve and receive documents by e-mail, you must designate your e-mail addresses by using the 
Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 
12.915, and you must provide your e-mail address on each form on which your signature appears. 
Please CAREFULLY read the rules and instructions for: Certificate of Service (General), Florida Supreme 
Court Approved Family Law Form 12.914; Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida 
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915; and Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516. 
 

Special notes... 
 
With this form, you must also file the following: 
 

• Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act (UCCJEA) Affidavit, Florida Supreme 
Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d) 

• Child Support Guidelines Worksheet, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(e).  (If 

http://www.flcourts.org/
http://www.flcourts.org/
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you do not know your spouse’s  income, you may file this worksheet after your spouse’s  
financial affidavit has been served on you.) 

• Affidavit of Corroborating Witness, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(i) 
OR photocopy of current Florida driver’s license, Florida identification card, or voter’s 
registration card (issue date of copied document must be at least six months before date case is 
actually filed with the clerk of the circuit court). 

• Marital Settlement Agreement for Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent or Minor 
Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(f)(1), if you have reached 
an agreement on any or all of the issues. 

• Parenting Plan, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.9.995(a), Safety-Focused 
Parenting Plan, Form 12.995(b), or Relocation/Long-Distance Parenting Plan, Form 12.995(c).  
If the parents have reached an agreement, a signed and notarized Parenting Plan should be 
attached.  If the parents have not reached an agreement, a proposed Parenting Plan may be 
filed. 

• Notice of Social Security Number, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(j). 
• Family Law Financial Affidavit, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(b) or (c).  

(This must be filed within 45 days of service of the petition on you, if not filed at the time you 
file this answer.) 

• Certificate of Compliance with Mandatory Disclosure, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure 
Form 12.932. (This must be filed within 45 days of service of the petition on you, if not filed at 
the time you file this answer, unless you and the other party have agreed not to exchange these 
documents.) 

 
Parenting Plan and Time-Sharing. If you and your spouse are unable to agree on parenting 
arrangements and a time-sharing schedule, a judge will decide for you as part of establishing a Parenting 
Plan. The judge will decide the parenting arrangements and time-sharing schedule based on the 
child(ren)’s best interests.  Regardless of whether there is an agreement, the court reserves jurisdiction 
to modify issues relating to the minor child(ren). 
 
The judge may request a parenting plan recommendation or appoint a guardian ad litem in your case.  
This means that a neutral person will review your situation and report to the judge concerning parenting 
issues.  The purpose of such intervention is to be sure that the best interests of the child(ren) is (are) 
being served.  For more information, you may consult section 61.13, Florida Statutes. 
 
A parenting course must be completed prior to entry of the final judgment. You should contact the 
clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant about requirements for parenting courses or mediation 
where you live. 
 
Listed below are some terms with which you should become familiar before completing your petition.  If 
you do not fully understand any of the terms below or their implications, you should speak with an 
attorney before going any further. 
 

• Shared Parental Responsibility 
• Sole Parental Responsibility 
• Supervised Time-Sharing  
• No contact 
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• Parenting Plan 
• Parenting Plan Recommendation 
• Time-Sharing Schedule 

 
Child Support. Both parents are required to provide financial support for their minor or dependent 
child(ren); however, the court may order one parent  to pay  child support  to the other parent.  Florida 
has adopted guidelines for determining the amount of child support to be paid. These guidelines are 
based on the combined income of both parents and take into account the financial contributions of both 
parents and the number of overnights the child(ren) spend with each parent.  You must file a Family 
Law Financial Affidavit, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(b) or (c), and your spouse 
will be required to do the same.  From your financial affidavits, you should be able to calculate the 
amount of child support that should be paid using the Child Support Guidelines Worksheet, Florida 
Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(e).  Because the child support guidelines take several 
factors into consideration, change over time, and vary from state to state, your child support obligation 
may be more or less than that of other people in seemingly similar situations. 
 
Alimony.  Alimony may be awarded to a spouse if the judge finds that one spouse has an actual need for 
it and that the other spouse has the ability to pay. If you want alimony, you must request it in writing 
in your counterpetition.  If you do not request alimony in writing before the final hearing, it is waived 
(you may not request it later).  You may request permanent alimony, bridge-the-gap alimony, 
durational alimony,  and/or rehabilitative alimony. If alimony is awarded, the judge may order periodic 
payments, payments in lump sum, or both. 
 
Marital/Nonmarital Assets and Liabilities. Florida law requires an equitable distribution of marital 
assets and marital liabilities.  Equitable does not necessarily mean equal.  Many factors, including child 
support, time-sharing and alimony awards, may lead the court to make an unequal (but still equitable) 
distribution of assets and liabilities.  Nonmarital assets and nonmarital liabilities are those assets and 
liabilities which the parties agree or the court determines belong to, or are the responsibility of, only 
one of the parties.  If the parties agree or the court finds an asset or liability to be nonmarital, the judge 
will not consider it when distributing marital assets and liabilities. 
 
Parenting Plan. In all cases involving minor or dependent child(ren), a Parenting Plan shall be approved 
or established by the court. If you and your spouse have reached an agreement, you should file a 
Parenting Plan, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.995(a), 12.995(b), or 12.995(c), 
which addresses the time-sharing schedule for the child(ren). If you have not reached an agreement, a 
proposed Parenting Plan may be filed. If you and your spouse cannot agree, a Parenting Plan will be 
established by the court. 
 
Temporary Relief. If you need temporary relief regarding temporary use of assets, temporary 
responsibility for liabilities, parental responsibility and time-sharing with child(ren), temporary child 
support, or temporary alimony, you may file a Motion for Temporary Support and Time-Sharing with 
Dependent or Minor Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.947(a).  For more 
information, see the instructions for that form. 
 
Marital Settlement Agreement. If you and your spouse are able to reach an agreement on any or all of 
the issues, you should file a Marital Settlement Agreement for Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent 
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or Minor Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(f)(1).  Both of you must 
sign this agreement before a notary public or deputy clerk.  Any issues on which you are unable to 
agree will be considered contested and settled by the judge at the final hearing. 
 
Final Judgment Form. These family law forms contain a Final Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage with 
Dependent or Minor Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.990(c)(1), which 
the judge may use if your case is contested. If you and your spouse reach an agreement on all of the 
issues, the judge may use a Final Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent or Minor 
Child(ren) (Uncontested), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.990(b)(1).  You should 
contact the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant to see if you need to bring a final judgment 
with you to the hearing.  If so, you should type or print the heading, including the circuit, county, case 
number, division, and the parties’ names, and leave the rest blank for the judge to complete at your 
hearing or trial. 
 
Nonlawyer.  Remember, a person who is NOT an attorney is called a nonlawyer. If a nonlawyer helps 
you fill out these forms, that person must give you a copy of a Disclosure from Nonlawyer, Florida 
Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.900(a), before he or she helps you.  A nonlawyer helping you fill 
out these forms also must put his or her name, address, and telephone number on the bottom of the 
last page of every form he or she helps you complete. 



 
Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.903(c)(1), Answer to Petition and Counterpetition for 
Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent or Minor Child(ren)(02/18) 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE                                                       JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR                                                       COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
Case No.:   
Division:   

In re: the Marriage of: 
 
                                                                       , 
Petitioner/Counter-Respondent  , 
 
and 
 
                                                                         , 
Respondent/Counter-Petitioner. 
 
      ANSWER TO PETITION AND COUNTERPETITION FOR DISSOLUTION  
    OF MARRIAGE WITH DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN) 

 
I, {full legal name}        _____ __, Respondent/Counter-
Petitioner being sworn, certify that the following information is true: 
 
ANSWER TO PETITION 

1. I agree with the allegations raised in the following numbered paragraphs in the Petition and, 
therefore, admit those allegations: {indicate section and paragraph number} _____________ 
 . 

 
2. I disagree with the allegations raised in the following numbered paragraphs in the Petition and, 

therefore, deny those allegations: {indicate section and paragraph number} ______________ 
 . 

 
3. I currently am unable to admit or deny the following paragraphs due to lack of information: 

{indicate section and paragraph number} _________________________________________ 
 . 

 
COUNTERPETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE WITH MINOR CHILD(REN) 
 

1. JURISDICTION/RESIDENCE 
_____ Counter-Petitioner  _____ Counter-Respondent  _____Both has (have) lived in Florida for 
at least 6 months before the filing of this Petition for Dissolution of Marriage. 

 
2. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner   _____ is or _____ is not a member of the military service. 

Petitioner/Counter-Respondent   _____ is or _____ is not a member of the military service. 
 
3. MARRIAGE HISTORY 

Date of marriage: {month, day, year} ____________________________________________ 
Date of separation: {month, day, year} _____________________ (_____Indicate if approximate) 
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Place of marriage: {county, state, country} _________________________________ 
 
4. DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN) 

              [Indicate all that apply] 
 

a. _____Respondent/Counter-Petitioner is pregnant.  Baby is due on: {date}   ____ 
 

b. _____Petitioner/Counter-Respondent is pregnant. Baby is due on: {date}______________ 
 

c.a. _____The minor (under 18) child(ren) common to both parties are: 
 
Name      Birth date         
 _________________________________________________________________________         
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
d.b. _____The minor child(ren) born or conceived during the marriage who are not common to 

both parties are: 
 
Name       Birth date        
___________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The birth parent(s) of the above minor child(ren) is (are) {name and address}   
  

 
e.c. _____ The child(ren) common to both parties who are 18 or older but who are dependent 

upon the parties due to a mental or physical disability are: 
 
Name       Birth date        
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. A completed Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act (UCCJEA) Affidavit Florida 

Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), is filed with this counterpetition.  (You 
must complete and attach this form in a dissolution of marriage with minor child(ren). 
 

6. A completed Notice of Social Security Number, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law 
Form 12.902(j), is filed with this counterpetition. 
 

7. A completed Family Law Financial Affidavit, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 
12.902(b) or (c) _____ is filed or _____ will be timely filed. 
 

Formatted: Indent: Left:  -0.25"

Formatted: Indent: Left:  0"
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8. This counterpetition for dissolution of marriage should be granted because: 
               

a. _____The marriage is irretrievably broken. 
 

OR 
 

b. _____One of the parties has been adjudged mentally incapacitated for a period of 3 years 
prior to the filing of this counterpetition.  A copy of the Judgment of Incapacity is attached. 

 
SECTION I.  MARITAL ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
         

1. ____There are no marital assets or liabilities. 
 
OR 

 
2.  _____There are marital assets or liabilities.  All marital and nonmarital assets and liabilities are 

(or will be) listed in the financial affidavits, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 
12.902(b) or (c), to be filed in this case. 
[Indicate all that apply] 
 
a. _____All marital assets and liabilities have been divided by a written agreement between 

the parties, which is attached to be incorporated into the final judgment of dissolution of 
marriage.  (The parties may use Marital Settlement Agreement for Dissolution of Marriage 
with Dependent or Minor Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 
12.902(f)(1)). 

 
b. _____The Court should determine how the assets and liabilities of this marriage are to be 

distributed, under section 61.075, Florida Statutes. 
 
c. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner should be awarded an interest in the other spouse’s 

property because: ___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________. 
 
 

SECTION II.  SPOUSAL SUPPORT (ALIMONY) 
 

1. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner forever gives up any right to spousal support (alimony) from 
the other spouse. 
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 OR 
2. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner requests that the Court order the other spouse to pay the 
following spousal support (alimony) and claims that he or she has an actual need for the support 
that he or she is requesting and that the other spouse has the ability to pay that support.  Spousal 
support (alimony) is requested in the amount of $______________ every _____ week _____ other 
week _____ month, or ______ other _________ beginning {date}_____________ and continuing 
until {date or event} ____________________________________________________. 

 
Explain why the Court should order Petitioner/Counter-Respondent to pay, and any specific 
request(s) for type of alimony (temporary, permanent, bridge-the-gap, durational, rehabilitative, 
and/or lump sum):  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
            3. _____Other provisions relating to alimony including any tax treatment and consequences: 
              _______________________________________________________________________________ 
              ______________________________________________________________________________. 
     
           4.  Respondent/Counter-Petitioner requests life insurance on the other       spouse’s life, provided 

by that spouse, to secure such support.  
 

SECTION III.  PARENTING PLAN ESTABLISHING PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY AND TIME-SHARING 
 

1. The minor child(ren) currently reside(s) with  
_____ Respondent/Counter-Petitioner  
_____Petitioner/Counter-Respondent  
_____ Other: {explain} ________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Parental Responsibility.  It is in the child(ren)’s best interests that parental responsibility be: 

               [Choose only one] 
a. _____shared by both parents. 

 
b. _____awarded solely to _____ Respondent/Counter-Petitioner _____ Petitioner/Counter-

Respondent.   Shared parental responsibility would be detrimental to the child(ren) because: 
________________________________________________________________________               
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________. 
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3. Parenting Plan and Time-Sharing.  It is in the best interests of the child(ren) that the family be 
ordered to comply with a Parenting Plan that _____ includes _____does not include parental 
time-sharing with the child(ren).  For the purposes of a Parenting Plan, the 
Respondent/Counter-Petitioner will be referred to as {name or designation} ________________ 
and the Petitioner/Counter-Respondent will be referred to as {name or designation} 
____________________. The Counter-Petitioner  states that it is in the best interests of the 
child(ren) that:  
[Choose only one] 
 
a. _____The attached proposed Parenting Plan should be adopted by the court.  The parties 

_____have _____ have not agreed to the Parenting Plan. 
 
b.  _____Each child will have time-sharing with both parents as follows: 
               __________________________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
               ___________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 (_____ Indicate if a separate sheet is attached.) 

 
 c. _____The court should establish a Parenting Plan with the following provisions for: 

            {Insert the name of designation of the appropriate parent in the space provided.} 
     _____  No time-sharing for Parent____________________________.  

      _____ Limited time-sharing with Parent  _______________________. 
     _____ Supervised time-sharing for Parent______________________. 

             _____ Supervised or third-party exchange of the child(ren). 
             _____ Time-sharing as follows: 

                                  __________________________________________________________________ 
                    __________________________________________________________________  
                    __________________________________________________________________ 
                    __________________________________________________________________ 
 

                  Explain why this request is in the best interests of the child(ren):  
                  ___________________________________________________________________ 
                  ___________________________________________________________________ 
                  ___________________________________________________________________ 
                  ___________________________________________________________________  
 
 

SECTION IV.  CHILD SUPPORT  
        [Indicate all that apply] 

 
1. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner requests that the Court award child support as determined by 

Florida’s child support guidelines, section 61.30, Florida Statutes.  A completed Child Support 
Guidelines Worksheet, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(e), is, or will be filed.  
Such support should be ordered retroactive to: 
a. _____ the date of separation {date}  ___________ 
b. _____the date of the filing of this petition. 
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c. _____other {date} ________________________{explain} _________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                    

2. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner requests that the Court award child support to be paid beyond 
the age of 18 years because: 

  
a. _____the following child(ren) {name(s)} __________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
is (are) dependent because of a mental or physical incapacity which began before the age of 
18. {explain} ________________________________________________________________ 

 
b. _____the following child(ren) {name(s)} __________________________________________ 

is (are) dependent in fact; is (are) in high school, and are between the ages of 18 and 19; 
said child(ren) is (are) performing in good faith with reasonable expectation of graduation 
before the age of 19. 

 
3. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner requests that the Court award a child support amount that is 

more than or less than Florida’s child support guidelines and understands that a Motion to 
Deviate from Child Support Guidelines, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 
12.943, must be filed before the Court will consider this request. 

 
4. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner requests that medical/dental insurance  for the minor child(ren) 

be provided by: 
   [Choose only one] 

a. _____Respondent/Counter-Petitioner 
 

b.  _____Petitioner/Counter-Respondent 
 

5. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner  requests that uninsured medical/dental expenses for the 
child(ren) be paid: 

   [Choose only one] 
a. _____  by Respondent/Counter-Petitioner 
b. _____  by Petitioner/Counter-Respondent 
c. _____  by both spouses equally  (each spouse pays one-half.) 
d. _____  according to the percentages in the Child Support Guidelines Worksheet, Florida   

     Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(e). 
e. _____  Other {explain}: 

__________________________________________________________   
 

6. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner  requests that life insurance to secure child support be provided 
by: 

 
a. _____Respondent/Counter-Petitioner 
b. _____ Petitioner/Counter-Respondent 
c. _____ Both. 
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SECTION V.  OTHER 
 

1. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner requests to be known by the following former legal name, 
which was {former full legal name} : 
____________________________________________________. 

                
2. Other relief {specify}: ____________________________________________________________ 

  
  
  
  
  

 
SECTION VI.   REQUEST   

(This section summarizes what you are asking the Court to include in the final judgment of dissolution of 
marriage.) 

I request that the Court enter an order dissolving the marriage and: 
[Indicate all that apply] 

1. _____  distributing marital assets and liabilities as requested in Section I of this petition; 
2. _____  awarding spousal support (alimony) as requested in Section II of this petition; 
3. _____  adopting or establishing a Parenting Plan containing provisions for parental responsibility 

and time-sharing for the dependent or minor child(ren) common to both parties, as requested in 
Section III of this petition; 

4. _____  establishing child support for the dependent or minor child(ren) common to both parties, 
as requested in Section IV of this petition; 

5. _____  restoring Counter-Petitioner’s  former name as requested in Section V of this petition; 
6. _____ awarding other relief as requested in Section V of this petition; and any other terms the 

Court deems necessary. 
 
I certify that a copy of this document was _____ mailed _____ faxed and mailed _____ e-mailed  
_____ hand-delivered to the person(s) listed below on {date} ___________________________. 
 
Petitioner/Counter-Respondent or his/her attorney: 
Name:         
Address:        
City, State, Zip:        
Fax Number:        
Designated E-mail Address(es):__________________ 
__________________________________________ 
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I understand that I am swearing or affirming under oath to the truthfulness of the claims made in this  
answer and counterpetition and that the punishment for knowingly making a false statement includes 
fines and/or imprisonment. 
      _____________________________________________ 

Signature of Respondent/Counter-Petitioner  
Printed Name:  _______________________________ 
Address:   
City, State, Zip:   
Telephone Number:   
Fax Number:   
Designated E-mail Address(es): ___________________ 
_____________________________________________ 

  
STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF __________________________                                         
 
Sworn to or affirmed and signed before me on                                by  . 
 
 

  
NOTARY PUBLIC or DEPUTY CLERK 

 
  
{Print, type, or stamp commissioned name of notary or 
clerk.} 

       __ Personally known 
      __  Produced identification 

Type of identification produced  _________________________________________________                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
IF A NONLAWYER HELPED YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM, HE/SHE MUST FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW: 
 [fill in all blanks] This form was prepared for the Respondent/Counter-Petitioner 
This form was completed with the assistance of: 
{name of individual}________________________________________________________________, 
{name of business} _________________________________________________________________, 
 {address}                __________________________________________________,  
{city}  _____________,{state} _____,{zip code}__________, {telephone number} ___________________. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW 
FORM 12.903(c)(2) 

 ANSWER TO PETITION AND COUNTERPETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF 
MARRIAGE WITH PROPERTY BUT NO DEPENDENT OR MINOR 

CHILD(REN) (02/18) 
 

When should this form be used? 

 
This form should be used when you are responding to a petition for dissolution of marriage with 
property but no dependent or minor child(ren) and you are asking the court for something not 
contained in the petition. The answer portion of this form is used to admit or deny the allegations 
contained in the petition, and the counterpetition portion of this form is used to ask for whatever you 
want the court to do for you. 
 
This form should be typed or printed in black ink. After completing this form, you should sign the form 
before a notary public or deputy clerk. You should file the original with the clerk of the circuit court in 
the county where the petition was filed and keep a copy for your records. The person filing the petition 
in a dissolution of marriage proceeding is also referred to as the petitioner and his or her spouse as the 
respondent.  The person filing the counterpetition is referred to as the counterpetitioner and his or her 
spouse as the counterrespondent. 
 
 
   IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-FILING 
 
The Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all petitions, pleadings, and documents be 
filed electronically except in certain circumstances. Self-represented litigants may file petitions or other 
pleadings or documents electronically; however, they are not required to do so. If you choose to file 
your pleadings or other documents electronically, you must do so in accordance with Florida Rule of 
Judicial Administration 2.525, and you must follow the procedures of the judicial circuit in which you file. 
The rules and procedures should be carefully read and followed. 
 

What should I do next? 

 
You have 20 days to answer after being served with your spouse’s petition. A copy of this form must be 
mailed, e-mailed, or hand delivered to your spouse. After you file an answer and counterpetition your 
case will then generally proceed as follows: 
 
Your spouse is required to answer your counterpetition within 20 days using an Answer to 
Counterpetition, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.903(d). 
 
UNCONTESTED. Your dissolution is uncontested if you and your spouse agree on all issues raised in the 
petition and the counterpetition. If this is the case, and you and the other party have complied with 
mandatory disclosure and filed all of the required papers, either party may contact  the clerk, family 
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law intake staff, or judicial assistant to set a final hearing.  If you request the hearing, you must notify 
the other party of the hearing by using a Notice of Hearing (General), Florida Supreme Court Approved 
Family Law Form 12.923, or other appropriate notice of hearing form. 
 
CONTESTED. Your dissolution is contested if you and your spouse disagree on any issue raised in the 
petition or counterpetition.  If you are unable to settle the disputed issues, either spouse may file a 
Notice for Trial, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.924, after you have complied with 
mandatory disclosure and filed all of the required papers. Some circuits may require the completion of 
mediation before a final hearing may be set. You should contact the clerk, family law intake staff, or 
judicial assistant for instructions on how to set your case for trial (final hearing). 
 

 

Where can I look for more information? 

 
Before proceeding, you should read General Information for Self-Represented Litigants found at the 
beginning of these forms.  The words that are in bold underline in these instructions are defined there.  
For further information, see chapter 61, Florida Statutes. 
 
  IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-SERVICE ELECTION 
 
After the initial service of process of the petition or supplemental petition by the Sheriff or certified 
process server, the Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all documents required or 
permitted to be served on the other party must be served by electronic mail (e-mail) except in certain 
circumstances. You must strictly comply with the format requirements set forth in the Rules of Judicial 
Administration. If you elect to participate in electronic service, which means serving or receiving 
pleadings by electronic mail (e-mail), or through the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal, you must review 
Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516. You may find this rule at www.flcourts.org through the link 
to the Rules of Judicial Administration provided under either Family Law Forms: Getting Started, or Rules 
of Court in the A-Z Topical Index.  
 
SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS MAY SERVE DOCUMENTS BY E-MAIL; HOWEVER, THEY ARE NOT 
REQUIRED TO DO SO.  If a self-represented litigant elects to serve and receive documents by e-mail, the 
procedures must always be followed once the initial election is made. 
 
To serve and receive documents by e-mail, you must designate your e-mail addresses by using the 
Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 
12.915, and you must provide your e-mail address on each form on which your signature appears. 
Please CAREFULLY read the rules and instructions for: Certificate of Service (General), Florida Supreme 
Court Approved Family Law Form 12.914; Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida 
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915; and Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516.
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Special notes... 

 
With this form, you must also file the following: 
 
• Affidavit of Corroborating Witness, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(i) OR 

photocopy of current Florida driver’s license, Florida identification card, or voter’s registration card 
(issue date of copied document must be at least six months before date case is actually filed with 
the clerk of the circuit court). 

• Marital Settlement Agreement for Dissolution of Marriage with No Dependent or Minor 
Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(f)(2), if you have reached an 
agreement on any or all of the issues. 

• Notice of Social Security Number, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(j). 
• Family Law Financial Affidavit, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(b) or (c). (This 

must be filed within 45 days of service of the petition on you, if not filed at the time you file this 
answer.) 

• Certificate of Compliance with Mandatory Disclosure, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 
12.932. (This must be filed within 45 days of service of the petition on you, if not filed at the time 
you file this answer, unless you and the other party have agreed not to exchange these documents.) 
 

Alimony. Alimony may be awarded to one spouse if the judge finds that one spouse has an actual need 
for it and also finds that the other spouse has the ability to pay. If you want alimony, you must request 
it in writing in your counterpetition. If you do not request alimony in writing before the final hearing, 
it is waived (you may not request it later). You may request permanent alimony, bridge-the-gap 
alimony, durational alimony,  and/or rehabilitative alimony. If alimony is awarded, the judge may order 
periodic payments, payments in lump sum, or both. 
 
Marital/Nonmarital Assets and Liabilities. Florida law requires an equitable distribution of marital 
assets and marital liabilities. Equitable does not necessarily mean equal. Many factors, including 
alimony awards, may lead the court to make an unequal (but still equitable) distribution of assets and 
liabilities. Nonmarital assets and nonmarital liabilities are those assets and liabilities which the parties 
agree or the court determines belong to, or are the responsibility of, only one of the parties. If the 
parties agree or the court finds an asset or liability to be nonmarital, the judge will not consider it when 
distributing marital assets and liabilities. 
 
Temporary Relief. If you need temporary relief regarding temporary use of assets, temporary 
responsibility for liabilities, or temporary alimony, you may file a Motion for Temporary Support with 
No Dependent or Minor Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.947(c).  For 
more information, see the instructions for that form. 
 
Marital Settlement Agreement. If you and your spouse are able to reach an agreement on any or all of 
the issues, you should file a Marital Settlement Agreement for Dissolution of Marriage with No 
Dependent or Minor Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(f)(2).  Both of 
you must sign this agreement before a notary public. Any issues on which you are unable to agree will 
be considered contested and settled by the judge at the final hearing. 
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Final Judgment Forms. These family law forms contain a Final Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage 
with Property but No Dependent or Minor Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law 
Form 12.990(c)(2), which the judge may use if your case is contested. If you and your spouse reach an 
agreement on all of the issues, the judge may use a Final Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage with 
Property but No Dependent or Minor Child(ren) (Uncontested), Florida Supreme Court Approved 
Family Law Form 12.990(b)(2). You should contact the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant 
to see if you need to bring a final judgment with you to the hearing. If so, you should type or print the 
heading, including the circuit, county, case number, division, and the parties’ names, and leave the rest 
blank for the judge to complete at your hearing or trial. 
 
Nonlawyer. Remember, a person who is NOT an attorney is called a nonlawyer. If a nonlawyer helps you 
fill out these forms, that person must give you a copy of a Disclosure from Nonlawyer, Florida Family 
Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.900(a), before he or she helps you. A nonlawyer helping you fill out 
these forms also must put his or her name, address, and telephone number on the bottom of the last 
page of every form he or she helps you complete. 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE _____________________ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR ______________________________ COUNTY, FLORIDA 

  
  
 Case No:________________________ 
 Division:________________________ 
In re: the Marriage of 
 
_________________________________, 
Petitioner/Counter-Respondent, 
   
  and 
 
_______________________________ 
Respondent/Counter-Petitioner. 
 
ANSWER TO PETITION AND COUNTERPETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF 

MARRIAGE WITH PROPERTY BUT NO DEPENDENT OR MINOR 
CHILD(REN) 

 
I, {full legal name} ______________________________________________________, 
Respondent/Counter-Petitioner being sworn, certify that the following information is true: 
 

ANSWER TO PETITION 

1. I agree with the allegations raised in the following numbered paragraphs in the Petition and, 
therefore, admit those allegations: {indicate section and paragraph number} 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________. 
 

2. I disagree with the allegations raised in the following numbered paragraphs in the Petition and, 
therefore, deny those allegations: {indicate section and paragraph number} 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________. 

3. I currently am unable to admit or deny the following paragraphs due to lack of information: 
{indicate section and paragraph number} 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________. 

 
COUNTERPETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE WITH PROPERTY BUT NO 

DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN) 
 
1. JURISDICTION/RESIDENCE 

_____ Respondent/Counter-Petitioner  _____Petitioner/ Counter-Respondent  
_____ Both has (have) lived in Florida for at least 6 months before the filing of this Petition for 
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Dissolution of Marriage. 
 
2. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner  _____ is or _____ is not a member of the military service. 

Petitioner/Counter-Respondent  _____ is or _____ is not a member of the military service. 
 
3. MARRIAGE HISTORY 

Date of marriage: {month, day, year} _______________________ 
Date of separation: {month, day, year}______________________(____Indicate if approximate) 
Place of marriage: {county, state, country}____________________________________________ 
 

4. THERE ARE NO MINOR (UNDER 18) OR DEPENDENT CHILD(REN) COMMON TO BOTH PARTIES AND 
NEITHER SPOUSE  IS  PREGNANT. 

 
5. A completed Notice of Social Security Number, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 

12.902(j), is filed with this counterpetition. 
 
6. This counterpetition for dissolution of marriage should be granted because: 

 
a. _____ The marriage is irretrievably broken. 
 
OR  
 
b. _____ One of the parties has been adjudged mentally incapacitated for a period of 3 years 

prior to the filing of this counterpetition.  A copy of the Judgment of Incapacity is attached. 
 

SECTION I.  MARITAL ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
[Choose only one] 
1. _____ There are no marital assets or liabilities. 

 
2. _____ There are marital assets or liabilities.  All marital and nonmarital assets and liabilities are 

(or will be) listed in the financial affidavits, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(b) 
or (c), to be filed in this case. 

[Indicate all that apply] 
a. _____ All marital assets and liabilities have been divided by a written agreement between the 

parties, which is attached to be incorporated into the final judgment of dissolution of 
marriage.  (The parties may use Marital Settlement Agreement for Dissolution of Marriage 
with No Dependent or Minor Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 
12.902(f)(2). 

 
b. _____ The Court should determine how the assets and liabilities of this marriage are to be 

distributed, under section 61.075, Florida Statutes. 
 

c. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner should be awarded an interest in the other spouse’s property 
because: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________. 
 

SECTION II.  SPOUSAL SUPPORT (ALIMONY) 
 
1. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner forever gives up any right to spousal support (alimony) from the 

other spouse. 

OR 

2. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner requests that the Court order the other spouse to pay the 
following spousal support (alimony) and claims that he or she has an actual need for the support 
that he or she is requesting and that the other spouse has the ability to pay that support. Spousal 
support (alimony) is requested in the amount of $_______________ every _____ week _____ 
other week _____ month, or _____ other _________________beginning {date} 
_______________________ and continuing until {date or event} ____________________ 

       _______________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain why the Court should order Petitioner/Counter-Respondent to pay, and any specific 
request(s) for type of alimony (temporary, permanent, bridge-the-gap, durational, rehabilitative, 
and/or lump sum): 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________. 

  
 3. _____Other provisions relating to alimony including any tax treatment or consequences: 

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________. 
 

 4. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner requests life insurance on the other spouse’s life, provided by that 
spouse, to secure such support. 
 

 
SECTION III.  OTHER 
1. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner requests to be known by  the following former legal name, which 

was {former  legal name}___________________________________________________________. 
 
2. Other relief {specify}: 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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SECTION IV.   REQUEST (This section summarizes what you are asking the Court to include in the final 
judgment of dissolution of marriage.) 

Respondent/Counter-Petitioner requests that the Court enter an order dissolving the marriage and: 
1. ____ distributing marital assets and liabilities as requested in Section I of this petition; 
2. ____ awarding spousal support (alimony) as requested in Section II of this petition; 
3. ____ restoring Respondent/Counter-Petitioner’s  former name as requested in Section III of this 

petition; 
4. ____ awarding other relief as requested in Section III of this petition; and any other terms the 

   Court deems necessary. 
 
I certify that a copy of this document was _____ mailed _____ faxed and mailed  
_____ e-mailed _____ hand delivered to the person(s) listed below on {date}____________________.          
 
Petitioner/Counter-Respondent or his/her attorney: 
Printed Name: ________________________________ 
Address: _____________________________________ 
City, State, Zip: ________________________________ 
Fax Number: ____________________________________ 
Designated E-mail Address(es):______________________ 
 
I understand that I am swearing or affirming under oath to the truthfulness of the claims made in 
this answer and counterpetition and that the punishment for knowingly making a false statement 
includes fines and/or imprisonment. 
 
Dated: ______________________ ____________________________________________ 
 Signature of Respondent/Counter-Petitioner  
 Printed Name:  ______________________________
 Address:_____________________________________
 City, State, Zip:________________________________ 
 Telephone Number:___________________________ 
 Fax Number: _________________________________ 
 Designated E-mail Address(es): __________________ 
 ____________________________________________ 
STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF ____________________ 
 
Sworn to or affirmed and signed before me on ___________ by _______________________________. 
 
 ___________________________________________ 

 NOTARY PUBLIC or DEPUTY CLERK  
____________________________________________ 
{Print, type, or stamp commissioned name of notary 
or deputy clerk.} 



 
Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.903(c)(2) Answer to Petition and Counterpetition for 
Dissolution of Marriage with Property but No Dependent or Minor Children (02/18) 

____ Personally known 
____ Produced identification 
____ Type of identification produced  ________________________________ 
 
 
 
IF A NONLAWYER HELPED YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM, HE/SHE MUST FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW:  
[fill in all blanks] This form was prepared for the Respondent/Counter-Petitioner  
This form was completed with the assistance of: 
{name of individual} _____________________________________________________________, 
{name of business} ______________________________________________________________, 
{address} ______________________________________________________________________,  
{city} ____________,{state} _____,{zip code}__________,{telephone number} __________________. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW   
 FORM 12.903(c)(3) 
ANSWER TO PETITION AND COUNTERPETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF 
MARRIAGE WITH NO DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN) OR PROPERTY
 (02/18) 
 
 When should this form be used? 
 
This form should be used when you are responding to a petition for dissolution of marriage with no 
dependent or minor child(ren) or property and you are asking the court for something not contained in 
the petition.  The answer portion of this form is used to admit or deny the allegations contained in the 
petition, and the counterpetition portion of this form is used to ask for whatever you want the court to 
do for you such as restoring your former name. 
 
This form should be typed or printed in black ink.  After completing this form, you should sign the form 
before a notary public or deputy clerk.  You should file the original with the clerk of the circuit court in 
the county where the petition was filed and keep a copy for your records. 
 
 
   IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-FILING 
 
The Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all petitions, pleadings, and documents be 
filed electronically except in certain circumstances. Self-represented litigants may file petitions or other 
pleadings or documents electronically; however, they are not required to do so. If you choose to file 
your pleadings or other documents electronically, you must do so in accordance with Florida Rule of 
Judicial Administration 2.525, and you must follow the procedures of the judicial circuit in which you file. 
The rules and procedures should be carefully read and followed. 
 
 
 What should I do next? 
 
You have 20 days to answer after being served with the other party’s petition.  A copy of this form must 
be mailed, e-mailed, or hand delivered to the other party.  After you file an answer and counterpetition 
your case will then generally proceed as follows: 
 
The other party is required to answer your counterpetition within 20 days using an Answer to 
Counterpetition, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.903(d). 
 
UNCONTESTED.  Your dissolution is uncontested if you and your spouse agree on all issues raised in the 
petition and the counterpetition.  If this is the case, and you and the other party have complied with 
mandatory disclosure and filed all of the required papers, either party may contactthe clerk, family law 
intake staff, or judicial assistant to set a final hearing.  If you request the hearing, you must notify the 
other party of the hearing by using a Notice of Hearing (General), Florida Supreme Court Approved 
Family Law Form 12.923, or other appropriate notice of hearing form. 
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CONTESTED.  Your dissolution is contested if you and your spouse disagree on any issues raised in the 
petition or counterpetition.  If you are unable to settle the disputed issues, either party may file a Notice 
for Trial, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.924, after you have complied with 
mandatory disclosure and filed all of the required papers.  Some circuits may require the completion of 
mediation before a final hearing may be set.  You should contact the clerk, family law intake staff, or 
judicial assistant for instructions on how to set your case for trial (final hearing). 
 
 Where can I look for more information? 
 
Before proceeding, you should read General Information for Self-Represented Litigants found at the 
beginning of these forms.  The words that are in bold underline in these instructions are defined there.  
For further information, see chapter 61, Florida Statutes. 
 
 
  IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-SERVICE ELECTION 
 
After the initial service of process of the petition or supplemental petition by the Sheriff or certified 
process server, the Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all documents required or 
permitted to be served on the other party must be served by electronic mail (e-mail) except in certain 
circumstances. You must strictly comply with the format requirements set forth in the Rules of Judicial 
Administration.  If you elect to participate in electronic service, which means serving or receiving 
pleadings by electronic mail (e-mail), or through the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal, you must review 
Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516. You may find this rule at www.flcourts.org through the link 
to the Rules of Judicial Administration provided under either Family Law Forms: Getting Started, or Rules 
of Court in the A-Z Topical Index.  
 
SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS MAY SERVE DOCUMENTS BY E-MAIL; HOWEVER, THEY ARE NOT 
REQUIRED TO DO SO.  If a self-represented litigant elects to serve and receive documents by e-mail, the 
procedures must always be followed once the initial election is made. 
 
To serve and receive documents by e-mail, you must designate your e-mail addresses by using the 
Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 
12.915, and you must provide your e-mail address on each form on which your signature appears. 
Please CAREFULLY read the rules and instructions for: Certificate of Service (General), Florida Supreme 
Court Approved Family Law Form 12.914; Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida 
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915; and Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516. 
 

 
Special notes... 

 
With this form, you must also file the following: 
 

• Affidavit of Corroborating Witness,  Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 
12.902(i) OR photocopy of current Florida driver’s license, Florida identification card, or voter’s 
registration card (issue date of copied document must be at least six months before date case is 
actually filed with the clerk of the circuit court).  

http://www.flcourts.org/
http://www.flcourts.org/
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• Notice of Social Security Number, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(j). 
• Family Law Financial Affidavit, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(b) or (c).  

(This must be filed within 45 days of service of the petition on you, if not filed at the time you 
file this answer.) 

• Certificate of Compliance with Mandatory Disclosure, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure 
Form 12.932.  (This must be filed within 45 days of service of the petition on you, if not filed at 
the time you file this answer, unless you and the other party have agreed not to exchange these 
documents.) 

 
Alimony.  By using this form, you are forever giving up your rights to spousal support (alimony) from 
petitioner.  Alimony may be awarded to a spouse if the judge finds that one spouse has an actual need 
for it and that the other spouse has the ability to pay.  If you want alimony, you must request it in 
writing in an appropriate answer and counterpetition (see the other answer and counterpetition forms 
included in these forms for the appropriate form). 
 
Marital/Nonmarital Assets and Liabilities. By using this form, you are stating that there are no marital 
assets and/or liabilities. 
 
Final Judgment Form.  These family law forms contain a Final Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage with 
No Property or Minor Child(ren) (Uncontested),  Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 
12.990(b)(3).  You should check with the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant to see if you 
need to bring a final judgment with you to the hearing.  If so, you should type or print the heading, 
including the circuit, county, case number, division, and the parties’ names, and leave the rest blank for 
the judge to complete at your hearing or trial. 
 
Nonlawyer.  Remember, a person who is NOT an attorney is called a nonlawyer. If a nonlawyer helps 
you fill out these forms, that person must give you a copy of a Disclosure from Nonlawyer, Florida 
Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.900(a), before he or she helps you.  A nonlawyer helping you fill 
out these forms also must put his or her name, address, and telephone number on the bottom of the 
last page of every form he or she helps you complete. 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE                        JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR                                                       COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
Case No.:   
Division:   

In re: The Marriage of: 
 

                                                                      , 
Petitioner/Counter-Respondent, 
 

and 
 
                                                                       , 
Respondent/Counter-Petitioner 
 

 
ANSWER TO PETITION AND COUNTERPETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF 

MARRIAGE WITH NO DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN) OR PROPERTY 
 

 
I, {full legal name}       , Respondent/Counter-
Petitioner, being sworn, certify that the following information is true: 
 

ANSWER TO PETITION 
l. I agree with Petitioner as to the allegations raised in the following numbered paragraphs in the 

Petition and, therefore, admit those allegations: {indicate section and paragraph number}   
 . 

 
2. I disagree with Petitioner as to the allegations raised in the following numbered paragraphs in 

the Petition and, therefore, deny those allegations: {indicate section and paragraph number}   
 . 

 
3. I currently am unable to admit or deny the following paragraphs due to lack of information: 

{indicate section and paragraph number}   
 . 

 
COUNTERPETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE WITH NO DEPENDENT OR 

MINOR CHILD(REN) OR PROPERTY 
 
1. JURISDICTION/RESIDENCE 

_____Respondent/Counter-Petitioner _____Petitioner/Counter-Respondent _____ Both has 
(have) lived in Florida for at least 6 months before the filing of this Petition for Dissolution of 
Marriage. 

 
2. Respondent/Counter-Petitioner  _____ is or _____ is not a member of the military service. 
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Petitioner/Counter-Respondent  _____ is or _____ is not a member of the military service. 
 
 
3. MARRIAGE HISTORY 

Date of marriage: {month, day, year}   
Place of marriage: {city, state, country}   
Date of separation: {month, day, year}   (_____Indicate if approximate) 

 
4. THERE ARE NO MINOR (under 18) OR DEPENDENT CHILD(REN) COMMON TO BOTH PARTIES AND 

NEITHER SPOUSE  IS  PREGNANT. 
 
5. A completed Notice of Social Security Number, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law 

Form 12.902(j), is filed with this counterpetition. 

6. THIS COUNTERPETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE SHOULD BE GRANTED BECAUSE: 
 
 a.  _____The marriage is irretrievably broken. 
  
 OR 
  
 b.  _____One of the parties has been adjudged mentally incapacitated for a period of 3 years 

before the filing of this counterpetition.  A copy of the Judgment of Incapacity is attached. 
 
7. THERE ARE NO MARITAL ASSETS OR LIABILITIES. 

8. RESPONDENT/COUNTER-PETITIONER FOREVER GIVES UP ANY RIGHTS TO SPOUSAL SUPPORT 
(ALIMONY) FROM PETITIONER/COUNTER-RESPONDENT. 

9. _____Respondent/Counter-Petitioner wants to be known by the  former legal name, which was 
{former legal name}  . 

10. Other relief {specify}:   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
REQUEST (This section summarizes what you are asking the Court to include in the final judgment of 
dissolution of marriage.) 
Respondent/Counter-Petitioner requests that the Court enter an order dissolving the marriage and: 
 

1. ______restoring Respondent/Counter-Petitioner’s  former name as specified in paragraph 9 of 
this petition; 
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       2.  _____ awarding other relief as specified in paragraph 10 of this petition; and any other terms the 

Court deems necessary. 
 
I certify that a copy of this document was (    ) mailed (    ) faxed and mailed (     ) e-mailed (    ) hand 
delivered to the person(s) listed below on {date}  . 

 
Petitioner/Counter-Respondent or his/her attorney: 
Name:         
Address:        
City, State, Zip:      ______ 
Fax Number:        
Designated E-mail Address(es):____________________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
 
I understand that I am swearing or affirming under oath to the truthfulness of the claims made in this 
answer and counterpetition and that the punishment for knowingly making a false statement includes 
fines and/or imprisonment. 
 
 
Dated:                                                       

Signature of Respondent/Counter-Petitioner 
Printed Name:   
Address:   
City, State, Zip:   
Telephone Number:   
Fax Number:   
Designated E-mail Addresses: _____________________ 
____________________________________________ 

 
STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF                                          
 
Sworn to or affirmed and signed before me on                                by  . 
 
 

  
NOTARY PUBLIC or DEPUTY CLERK 

 
  
[Print, type, or stamp commissioned name of notary or 
clerk.] 

       __ Personally known 
       __ Produced identification 

Type of identification produced                                                
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IF A NONLAWYER HELPED YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM, HE/SHE MUST FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW:  
[fill in all blanks] This form was prepared for the Respondent/Counter-Petitioner 
This form was completed with the assistance of:  
{name of individual} ________________________________________________________________, 
{name of business} _________________________________________________________________, 
{address}      _________________________________________,  
{city}  __________,{state}  ___,{zip code}_________,  {telephone number} ________________. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY 
LAW FORM 12.904(a)(1),  

PETITION FOR SUPPORT UNCONNECTED WITH DISSOLUTION OF 
MARRIAGE WITH DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN)  

(02/18) 
 

When should this form be used? 
 

This form may be used to ask the court to enter a support order if your spouse has the ability to 
contribute to you and your minor child(ren), but has failed to do so.  You can only use this form 
if a dissolution of marriage has not been filed and based upon the time-sharing schedule, you 
are entitled to support. If a petition for dissolution of marriage has been filed, you should file a 
Motion for Temporary Support and Time-Sharing with Dependent or Minor Child(ren), Florida 
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.947(a), instead of using this petition.  Also, if you 
are requesting that an order be entered for you to pay support to your spouse, you should not 
file this form. 
 
This petition cannot address the issues of property, debts, or parental responsibility and time-
sharing with child(ren).  It only deals with alimony and child support. 
 
This form should be typed or printed in black ink.  After completing this form, you should sign 
the form before a notary public or deputy clerk.  You should file the original with the clerk of 
the circuit court in the county where you live and keep a copy for your records.  Because you 
are filing this petition, you are also referred to as the petitioner and your spouse as the 
respondent. 
 
         IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-FILING 
 
The Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all petitions, pleadings, and 
documents be filed electronically except in certain circumstances. Self-represented litigants 
may file petitions or other pleadings or documents electronically; however, they are not 
required to do so. If you choose to file your pleadings or other documents electronically, you 
must do so in accordance with Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.525, and you must follow 
the procedures of the judicial circuit in which you file. The rules and procedures should be 
carefully read and followed. 
 

What should I do next? 
 
For your case to proceed, you must properly notify your spouse of the petition. Because this 
petition concerns child support and alimony, you should use personal service.   If your spouse is 
in the military service of the United States, additional steps for service may be required. See 
Memorandum for Certificate of Military Service, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law 
Form 12.912(a) and Affidavit of Military Service, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law 
Form 12.912(b). Service on a spouse who is in the military can be complicated; therefore, you 
may wish to consult an attorney regarding this issue. 
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Your spouse has 20 days to answer after being served with your petition.  Your case will then 
generally proceed in one of the following three ways: 
 
DEFAULT.  If after 20 days, no answer has been filed, you may file a Motion for Default, Florida 
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.922(a), with the clerk of court.  Then, if you have 
filed all of the required papers, you may contact the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial 
assistant to set a final hearing.  You must notify your spouse of the hearing by using a Notice of 
Hearing (General), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.923, or other 
appropriate notice of hearing form. 
 
UNCONTESTED.   If your spouse files an answer that agrees with everything in your petition or 
an answer and waiver, and you have complied with mandatory disclosure and filed all of the 
required papers, you may contact the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant to set a 
final hearing.  You must notify your spouse of the hearing by using a Notice of Hearing 
(General), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.923, or other appropriate 
notice of hearing form. 
 
CONTESTED.  If your spouse files an answer or an answer and counterpetition, which disagrees 
with or denies anything in your petition, and you are unable to settle the disputed issues, you 
should file a Notice for Trial, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.924, after 
you have complied with mandatory disclosure and filed all of the required papers. Some circuits 
may require the completion of mediation before a final hearing may be set. Then you should 
contact the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant for instructions on how to set your 
case for trial (final hearing).  If your spouse files an answer and counterpetition, you should 
answer the counterpetition within 20 days using an Answer to Counterpetition, Florida 
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.903(d). 
 

Where can I look for more information? 
 
Before proceeding, you should read “General Information for Self-Represented Litigants” 
found at the beginning of these forms.  The words that are in bold underline in these 
instructions are defined there.  For further information, see section 61.09, Florida Statutes. 

 
 
     IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-SERVICE ELECTION 
 
After the initial service of process of the petition or supplemental petition by the Sheriff or 
certified process server, the Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all 
documents required or permitted to be served on the other party must be served by electronic 
mail (e-mail) except in certain circumstances. You must strictly comply with the format 
requirements set forth in the Rules of Judicial Administration. If you elect to participate in 
electronic service, which means serving or receiving pleadings by electronic mail (e-mail), or 
through the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal, you must review Florida Rule of Judicial 
Administration 2.516. You may find this rule at www.flcourts.org through the link to the Rules of 
Judicial Administration provided under either Family Law Forms: Getting Started, or Rules of 
Court in the A-Z Topical Index.  

http://www.flcourts.org/
http://www.flcourts.org/


Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.904(a)(1), Petition for Support 
Unconnected with Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent or Minor Child(ren) (02/18) 

 
 
SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS MAY SERVE DOCUMENTS BY E-MAIL; HOWEVER, THEY ARE NOT 
REQUIRED TO DO SO.  If a self-represented litigant elects to serve and receive documents by e-
mail, the procedures must always be followed once the initial election is made. 
 
To serve and receive documents by e-mail, you must designate your e-mail addresses by using 
the Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family 
Law Form 12.915, and you must provide your e-mail address on each form on which your 
signature appears. Please CAREFULLY read the rules and instructions for: Certificate of Service 
(General), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.914; Designation of Current 
Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915; and 
Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516. 
 
 

Special notes... 
 
If you do not have the money to pay the filing fee, you may obtain an Application for 
Determination of Civil Indigent Status from the clerk, fill it out, and the clerk will determine 
whether you are eligible to have filing fees deferred. 
 
With this form you must also file the following: 
 

• Notice of Social Security Number, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(j). 
• Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act (UCCJEA) Affidavit, Florida Supreme 

Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), if the case involves minor or dependent child(ren). 
• Family Law Financial Affidavit, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(b) or (c).   
• Certificate of Compliance with Mandatory Disclosure, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure 

Form 12.932.  (This must be filed within 45 days of service of the petition on the respondent, if 
not filed at the time of the petition, unless you and the other party have agreed not to exchange 
these documents.) 

• Child Support Guidelines Worksheet, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(e), if 
you are asking that child support be ordered in the final judgment.  (If you do not know your 
spouse’s income, you may file this worksheet after your spouse’s financial affidavit has been 
served on you.) 

 
Alimony. Alimony may be awarded to a spouse if the judge finds that one spouse has an actual 
need for it and that the other spouse has the ability to pay. If you want alimony, you must 
request it in writing in the original petition. If you do not request alimony in writing before the 
final hearing, it is waived (you may not request it later). You may request permanent alimony, 
bridge-the-gap alimony, durational alimony, lump sum alimony, and/or rehabilitative alimony.  
 
Child Support. Both parents are required to provide financial support for their minor or 
dependent children; however, the court may order one parent to pay child support to the other 
parent.  Florida has adopted guidelines for determining the amount of child support to be paid.  
These guidelines are based on the combined income of both parents and take into account the 
financial contributions of both parents and the number of overnights the child(ren) spend with 
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each parent.  You must file a Family Law Financial Affidavit, Florida Family Law Rules of 
Procedure Form 12.902(b) or (c), and your spouse will be required to do the same.  From your 
financial affidavits, you should be able to calculate the amount of child support that should be 
paid using the Child Support Guidelines Worksheet, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 
12.902(e).  Because the child support guidelines take several factors into consideration, change 
over time, and vary from state to state, your child support obligation may be more or less than 
that of other people in seemingly similar situations. 
 
Temporary Relief.  If you need temporary relief regarding child support or temporary alimony, 
you may file a Motion for Temporary Support and Time-Sharing with Dependent or Minor 
Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.947(a).  For more information, 
see the instructions for that form. 
 
Final Judgment Forms.  These family law forms contain a Final Judgment of Support 
Unconnected with Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent or Minor Child(ren), Florida 
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.994(a), which the judge may use if your case is 
contested. You should check with the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant to see if 
you need to bring a final judgment with you to the hearing.  If so, you should type or print the 
heading, including the circuit, county, case number, division, and the parties’ names, and leave 
the rest blank for the judge to complete at your hearing or trial. 
 
Nonlawyer.  Remember, a person who is NOT an attorney is called a nonlawyer. If a nonlawyer 
helps you fill out these forms, that person must give you a copy of a Disclosure from 
Nonlawyer, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.900(a), before he or she helps you.  
A nonlawyer helping you fill out these forms also must put his or her name, address, and 
telephone number on the bottom of the last page of every form he or she helps you complete.  
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE _____________________ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR ______________________________ COUNTY, FLORIDA 

  
In re: the Marriage of: Case No: ________________________ 
 Division: ________________________ 
 
_________________________________, 

 Petitioner, 
         and 
 
_________________________________, 

 Respondent. 
 
PETITION FOR SUPPORT UNCONNECTED WITH DISSOLUTION OF  
 MARRIAGE WITH DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN) 
 
I, {full legal name} ________________________________________, the Petitioner, being sworn,  
certify that the following statements are true: 
 

1. JURISDICTION 
_____ Petitioner ______ Respondent ____ Both live in Florida at the filing of this Petition for 
Support Unconnected with Dissolution of Marriage, which is filed pursuant to section 61.09, 
Florida Statutes. 
 

2. Petitioner   _____ is or _____ is not a member of the military service. 
Respondent _____ is or _____ is not a member of the military service. 
 

3.   MARRIAGE HISTORY 
Date of marriage: {month, day, year} ______________________ 
Date of separation: {month, day, year} ________________ (____Indicate if approximate). 
Place of marriage: {county, state, country} ______________________________________. 
 

4.   MINOR CHILD(REN) 
[Indicate all that apply] 
a. ____Petitioner is pregnant.  The baby is due on: {date}    ______________ _____ 

 
b. ____ Respondent is pregnant. The baby is due on: {date}______________________________ 
 
ca. ____The minor (under 18) child(ren) common to both parties, conceived or born during the 

marriage, are: 
 
Name                                        Birth date           
                                                                                                                                               _____________   
                                                                                                                                             ______________  
                                                                                                                                              ______________  
                                                                                                                                             ______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________               
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db.  _____The child(ren) common to both parties who are 18 or older but who are dependent 
upon the parties due to a mental or physical incapacity are: 
  
Name                                   Birth date          
                                                                                                                                               ____________  
                                                                                                                                              _____________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
  

5.   A completed Notice of Social Security Number, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law 
Form 12.902(j), is filed with this petition. 

 
6.   A completed Family Law Financial Affidavit, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 

12.902(b) or (c) _____ is filed with this petition or _____ will be timely filed. 
 

7.  A completed Child Support Guidelines Worksheet, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 
12.902(e), _____ is filed with this petition, or _____ will be timely filed. 
 

8.   A completed Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act (UCCJEA) Affidavit, 
Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), is filed with this petition. 
 

SECTION I.  SPOUSAL SUPPORT (ALIMONY) 
 

1.  _____ Petitioner does not request spousal support (alimony) from the other spouse at this 
time. 

    OR 
2.  _____Respondent has the ability to contribute to the support of the other spouse and has failed 

to do so. Petitioner requests that the Court order the other spouse to pay the following spousal 
support (alimony) and claims that he or she has a need for the support that he or she is 
requesting.  Spousal support (alimony) is requested in the amount of $____________ every 
_____ week _____ other week _____ month, beginning {date}__________________, and 
continuing until {date or event} ____________________________________________________. 
 
Explain why the Court should order Respondent to pay and any specific request(s) for type of 
alimony (temporary, permanent, rehabilitative, bridge-the-gap, durational, and/or lump sum): 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
  
  
  
  
 . 
 

3. _____Other provisions relating to alimony including any tax treatment and consequences: 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________. 
  

4. Petitioner requests life insurance on the other spouse’s life, provided by that spouse, to secure 
such support. 
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SECTION II.  CHILD SUPPORT 

 
 1. Respondent has the ability to contribute to the support of his or her minor child(ren) and has 

failed  to do so.   
 

        [Indicate all that apply] 
2.______ Petitioner requests that the Court award child support as determined by Florida’s child 
support guidelines, section 61.30, Florida Statutes. 
 
3. _____Petitioner requests that the Court award child support to be paid beyond the age of 18 
years by Respondent because: 
 

a._____ the following child(ren), {name(s)}  , 
is (are) dependent because of a mental or physical incapacity which began prior to the 
age of 18 {explain}:   
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________; 

 
b._____ the following child(ren), {name(s)}  , 

is (are) dependent in fact, is (are) in high school and is (are) between the ages of 18 and 
19; said child(ren) is (are) performing in good faith with a reasonable expectation of 
graduation before the age of 19. 

 
4._____ Petitioner requests that medical/dental insurance for the minor child(ren) be provided by: 
[Choose only one] 

a. ____ Petitioner  
 
b. ____ Respondent 

 
5._____ Petitioner requests that uninsured medical/dental expenses for the   child(ren) be paid:   
[Choose only one] 

 
a. ____ by Petitioner  

 
b. ____ by Respondent 

 
c. ____ equally  (each spouse pays one-half) 

 
d.       __according to the percentages in the Child Support Guidelines Worksheet, Florida            
Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(e). 

 
e.        _ Other {explain}: ___________________________________________________. 

 
 
6. _____Petitioner requests that life insurance to secure child support be provided by Respondent. 

 
SECTION III.  OTHER RELIEF 

  
  
 . 
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SECTION IV.   REQUEST 

 (This section summarizes what you are asking the Court to include in the order for support.)  
Petitioner requests that the Court enter an order establishing support and: 
[Indicate all that apply] 

 
1.____ awarding spousal support (alimony) as requested in Section I of this petition; 
 
2.____ establishing child support for the minor child(ren) as requested in Section II of this petition; 
 
3.____ awarding other relief as requested in Section III of this petition; and any other items the                     
Court deems necessary. 

 
 
I understand that I am swearing or affirming under oath to the truthfulness of the claims made in this 
petition and that the punishment for knowingly making a false statement includes fines and/or 
imprisonment. 
 
 
 
Dated:        
                              Signature of Petitioner 

Printed Name:   
Address:   
City, State, Zip:   
Telephone Number:   
Fax Number:                                                                        
Designated E-mail Address(es): __________________ 
__________________________________________ 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF    _______                                         
 
Sworn to or affirmed and signed before me on   by  . 
 
 

     _____________________________________________  
 NOTARY PUBLIC or DEPUTY CLERK  

       
          

  [Print, type, or stamp commissioned name of notary or 
deputy clerk.] 

       _ Personally known 
      __ Produced identification 

  Type of identification produced  ___________________                                                 
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IF A NONLAWYER HELPED YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM, HE/SHE MUST FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW: 
[fill in all blanks] This form was prepared for the Petitioner 
This form was completed with the assistance of: 
{name of individual}_______________________________________________________________, 
{name of business} _________________________________________________________________, 
 {address} ________________________________________________________________________,  
{city} ____________, {state} ____, {zip code}____________, {telephone number} _______________. 

 
 
 



Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.904(a)(2), Petition for Support and 
Parenting Plan Unconnected with Dissolution of Marriage (02/18) 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY 
LAW FORM 12.904(a)(2),  

PETITION FOR SUPPORT AND PARENTING PLAN UNCONNECTED 
WITH DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE WITH DEPENDENT OR MINOR 

CHILD(REN)  
(02/18) 

 

When should this form be used? 
 

This form may be used to ask the court to enter a support order if your spouse has the ability to 
contribute to you and your minor child(ren), but has failed to do so. It may also be used to 
establish a Parenting Plan with a time-sharing schedule. You can only use this form if a 
dissolution of marriage has not been filed and based upon the time-sharing schedule, you are 
entitled to support. If a petition for dissolution of marriage has been filed, you should file a 
Motion for Temporary Support and Time-Sharing with Dependent or Minor Child(ren), Florida 
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.947(a), instead of using this petition.  Also, if you 
are requesting that an order be entered for you to pay support to your spouse, you should not 
file this form. 
 
This petition cannot address the issues of property or debts.  It only deals with alimony, child 
support, and Parenting Plans. 
 
This form should be typed or printed in black ink.  After completing this form, you should sign 
the form before a notary public or deputy clerk.  You should file the original with the clerk of 
the circuit court in the county where you live and keep a copy for your records.  Because you 
are filing this petition, you are also referred to as the petitioner and your spouse as the 
respondent. 
 
          

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-FILING 
 
The Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all petitions, pleadings, and 
documents be filed electronically except in certain circumstances. Self-represented litigants 
may file petitions or other pleadings or documents electronically; however, they are not 
required to do so. If you choose to file your pleadings or other documents electronically, you 
must do so in accordance with Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.525, and you must follow 
the procedures of the judicial circuit in which you file. The rules and procedures should be 
carefully read and followed. 
 

What should I do next? 
 
For your case to proceed, you must properly notify your spouse of the petition. Because this 
petition concerns child support and alimony, you should use personal service.  If your spouse is 
in the military service of the United States, additional steps for service may be required. See 
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Memorandum for Certificate of Military Service, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law 
Form 12.912(a) and Affidavit of Military Service, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law 
Form 12.912(b). Service on a spouse who is in the military can be complicated; therefore, you 
may wish to consult an attorney regarding this issue. 
 
 Your spouse has 20 days to answer after being served with your petition.  Your case will then 
generally proceed in one of the following three ways: 
 
DEFAULT.  If after 20 days, no answer has been filed, you may file a Motion for Default, Florida 
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.922(a), with the clerk of court.  Then, if you have 
filed all of the required papers, you may contact the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial 
assistant to set a final hearing.  You must notify your spouse of the hearing by using a Notice of 
Hearing (General), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.923, or other 
appropriate notice of hearing form. 
 
UNCONTESTED.   If your spouse files an answer that agrees with everything in your petition or 
an answer and waiver, and you have complied with mandatory disclosure and filed all of the 
required papers, you may contact the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant to set a 
final hearing.  You must notify your spouse of the hearing by using a Notice of Hearing 
(General), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.923, or other appropriate 
notice of hearing form. 
 
CONTESTED.  If your spouse files an answer or an answer and counterpetition, which disagrees 
with or denies anything in your petition, and you are unable to settle the disputed issues, you 
should file a Notice for Trial, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.924, after 
you have complied with mandatory disclosure and filed all of the required papers. Some circuits 
may require the completion of mediation before a final hearing may be set. Then you should 
contact the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant for instructions on how to set your 
case for trial (final hearing).  If your spouse files an answer and counterpetition, you should 
answer the counterpetition within 20 days using an Answer to Counterpetition, Florida 
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.903(d). 
 

Where can I look for more information? 
 
Before proceeding, you should read “General Information for Self-Represented Litigants” 
found at the beginning of these forms.  The words that are in bold underline in these 
instructions are defined there.  For further information, see section 61.09, Florida Statutes. 

 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-SERVICE ELECTION 
 
After the initial service of process of the petition or supplemental petition by the Sheriff or 
certified process server, the Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all 
documents required or permitted to be served on the other party must be served by electronic 
mail (e-mail) except in certain circumstances. You must strictly comply with the format 
requirements set forth in the Rules of Judicial Administration. If you elect to participate in 
electronic service, which means serving or receiving pleadings by electronic mail (e-mail), or 
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through the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal, you must review Florida Rule of Judicial 
Administration 2.516. You may find this rule at www.flcourts.org through the link to the Rules of 
Judicial Administration provided under either Family Law Forms: Getting Started, or Rules of 
Court in the A-Z Topical Index.  
 
SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS MAY SERVE DOCUMENTS BY E-MAIL; HOWEVER, THEY ARE NOT 
REQUIRED TO DO SO.  If a self-represented litigant elects to serve and receive documents by e-
mail, the procedures must always be followed once the initial election is made. 
 
To serve and receive documents by e-mail, you must designate your e-mail addresses by using 
the Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family 
Law Form 12.915, and you must provide your e-mail address on each form on which your 
signature appears. Please CAREFULLY read the rules and instructions for: Certificate of Service 
(General), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.914; Designation of Current 
Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915; and 
Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516. 
 
 

Special notes... 
 
If you do not have the money to pay the filing fee, you may obtain an Application for 
Determination of Civil Indigent Status from the clerk, fill it out, and the clerk will determine 
whether you are eligible to have filing fees deferred. 
 
With this form you must also file the following: 
 
• Notice of Social Security Number, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 

12.902(j). 
• Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act (UCCJEA) Affidavit, Florida Supreme 

Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), if the case involves minor or dependent 
child(ren). 

• Family Law Financial Affidavit, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(b) or (c).   
• Certificate of Compliance with Mandatory Disclosure, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure 

Form 12.932.  (This must be filed within 45 days of service of the petition on the respondent, 
if not filed at the time of the petition, unless you and the other party have agreed not to 
exchange these documents.) 

• Child Support Guidelines Worksheet, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(e), if 
you are asking that child support be ordered in the final judgment. (If you do not know your 
spouse’s income, you may file this worksheet after your spouse’s financial affidavit has been 
served on you.) 

• Parenting Plan, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.995(a), (b), or (c). If the 
parents have reached an agreement, a signed and notarized Parenting Plan should be attached.   
If the parents have not reached an agreement, a proposed Parenting Plan may be filed. 

 
Alimony. Alimony may be awarded to a spouse if the judge finds that one spouse has an actual 
need for it and that the other spouse has the ability to pay. If you want alimony, you must 
request it in writing in the original petition. If you do not request alimony in writing before the 

http://www.flcourts.org/
http://www.flcourts.org/
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final hearing, it is waived (you may not request it later). You may request permanent alimony, 
bridge-the-gap alimony, durational alimony, and/or rehabilitative alimony. If alimony is 
awarded, the judge may order periodic payments, payments in lump sum, or both. 
 
Child Support. Both parents are required to provide financial support for their minor or 
dependent children; however, the court may order one parent to pay child support to the other 
parent.  Florida has adopted guidelines for determining the amount of child support to be paid.  
These guidelines are based on the combined income of both parents and take into account the 
financial contributions of both parents and the number of overnights the child(ren) spend with 
each parent.  You must file a Family Law Financial Affidavit, Florida Family Law Rules of 
Procedure Form 12.902(b) or (c), and your spouse will be required to do the same.  From your 
financial affidavits, you should be able to calculate the amount of child support that should be 
paid using the Child Support Guidelines Worksheet, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 
12.902(e).  Because the child support guidelines take several factors into consideration, change 
over time, and vary from state to state, your child support obligation may be more or less than 
that of other people in seemingly similar situations. 
 
Parenting Plan and Time-Sharing. If you and your spouse are unable to agree on parenting 
arrangements and a time-sharing schedule, a judge will decide for you as part of establishing a 
Parenting Plan.  The judge will decide the parenting arrangements and time-sharing based on 
the child(ren)’s best interests.  Regardless of whether there is an agreement, the court reserves 
jurisdiction to modify issues relating to the minor child(ren). 
 
The judge may request a parenting plan recommendation or appoint a guardian ad litem in 
your case. This means that a neutral person will review your situation and report to the judge 
concerning parenting issues.  The purpose of such intervention is to be sure that the best 
interests of the child(ren) is (are) being served.  For more information, you may consult section 
61.13, Florida Statutes. 
 
A parenting course must be completed prior to entry of the final judgment.  You should contact 
the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant about requirements for parenting courses 
where you live. 
 
Listed below are some terms with which you should become familiar before completing your 
petition.  If you do not fully understand any of the terms below or their implications, you 
should speak with an attorney before going any further. 
 
• Shared Parental Responsibility 
• Sole Parental Responsibility 
• Supervised Time-Sharing  
• No contact 
• Parenting Plan 
• Parenting Plan Recommendation 
• Time-Sharing Schedule 
 
Temporary Relief.  If you need temporary relief regarding child support or temporary alimony, 
you may file a Motion for Temporary Support and Time-Sharing with Dependent or Minor 
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Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.947(a).  For more information, 
see the instructions for that form. 
 
Final Judgment Forms.  These family law forms contain a Final Judgment of Support 
Unconnected with Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent or Minor Child(ren), Florida 
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.994(a), which the judge may use if your case is 
contested. You should check with the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant to see if 
you need to bring a final judgment with you to the hearing.  If so, you should type or print the 
heading, including the circuit, county, case number, division, and the parties’ names, and leave 
the rest blank for the judge to complete at your hearing or trial. 
 
Nonlawyer.  Remember, a person who is NOT an attorney is called a nonlawyer. If a nonlawyer 
helps you fill out these forms, that person must give you a copy of a Disclosure from 
Nonlawyer, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.900(a), before he or she helps you.  
A nonlawyer helping you fill out these forms also must put his or her name, address, and 
telephone number on the bottom of the last page of every form he or she helps you complete.  
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE _____________________ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR ______________________________ COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
 
In re: the Marriage of: Case No: ________________________ 
 Division: ________________________ 
 
_________________________________, 

                  Petitioner, 
  and 
 
_________________________________, 

            Respondent. 
 

PETITION FOR SUPPORT AND PARENTING PLAN UNCONNECTED 
WITH DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE WITH DEPENDENT OR MINOR 

CHILD(REN) 
 

I, {full legal name} ______________________________________, the Petitioner, being sworn, 
certify that the following statements are true: 
 
 

1. JURISDICTION 
_____ Petitioner _____ Respondent ______ Both live in Florida at the filing of this Petition for 
Support and Parenting Plan Unconnected with Dissolution of Marriage, which is filed pursuant 
to section 61.09, Florida Statutes. 
 

2. Petitioner   _____ is or _____ is not a member of the military service. 
Respondent _____ is or _____ is not a member of the military service. 
 

3.  MARRIAGE HISTORY 
Date of marriage: {month, day, year} ______________________ 
Date of separation: {month, day, year} ________________ (____Indicate if approximate). 
Place of marriage: {county, state, country} ______________________________________. 
 

4.   MINOR CHILD(REN) 
[Indicate all that apply] 

a. _____Petitioner is pregnant.  The baby is due on: {date}    ____________ 
 
b. _____Respondent is pregnant. The baby is due on: {date}____________________________ 
 
 ca.____ The minor (under 18) child(ren) common to both parties, conceived or born during 
the  marriage, are: 

 
Name     Birth date     
                                                                                                                                               ___________   
                                                                                                                                             ____________  
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                                                                                                                                              ___________ 
____________________________________________________________________________  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

db.______ The child(ren) common to both parties who are 18 or older but who are dependent 
upon the parties due to a mental or physical incapacity are: 

 
Name     Birth date      
            
____________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                              
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5.   A completed Notice of Social Security Number, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law 
Form 12.902(j), is filed with this petition. 

 
6.   A completed Family Law Financial Affidavit, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 

12.902(b) or (c) _____ is filed with this petition or _____ will be timely filed. 
 

7.  A completed Child Support Guidelines Worksheet, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 
12.902(e), _____ is filed with this petition, or _____ will be timely filed. 
 

8.   A completed Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act (UCCJEA) Affidavit, 
Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), is filed with this petition. 
 

SECTION I.  SPOUSAL SUPPORT (ALIMONY) 
 

1.   _____Petitioner does not request spousal support (alimony) from Respondent at this time. 
 

    OR 

 
2.  _____ Respondent has the ability to contribute to Petitioner’s support and has failed to do so. 

Petitioner requests that the Court order Respondent to pay spousal support (alimony) to 
Petitioner, who claims that he or she has an actual need for the support that he or she is 
requesting.  Spousal support (alimony) is requested in the amount of $____________ every 
_____ week _____ other week _____ month, or ______other___________________, beginning 
{date}_______________, and continuing until {date or event}____________________________. 
 
Explain why the Court should order Respondent to pay and any specific request(s) for type of 
alimony (temporary, permanent, rehabilitative, bridge-the-gap, durational, and/or lump sum): 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 . 
 

3. _____Other provisions relating to alimony including any tax treatment and consequences: 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Petitioner requests life insurance on the other spouse’s life, provided by that spouse, to secure 

such support. 
 

SECTION II.  PARENTING PLAN ESTABLISHING PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY AND TIME-SHARING 
 

1.   The minor child(ren) currently reside(s) with _____ Petitioner  _____ Respondent  _____ Other: 
{explain} _______________________________________________________________________ 
  
 

2.    Parental Responsibility.  It is in the child(ren)’s best interests that parental responsibility be: 
{Choose only one} 

a. _____ shared by both parents;  
 

b. _____ awarded solely to _____ Petitioner _____ Respondent.  Shared parental 
responsibility would be detrimental to the child(ren) because:__________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 ______________________________________________________________________________. 
 

3.  Parenting Plan and Time-Sharing. It is in the best interests of the child(ren) that the family be      
            ordered to comply with a Parenting Plan that _____ includes _____ does not include parental     

time-sharing with the child(ren). For purposes of a Parenting Plan, the Petitioner will be referred 
to as {name or designation}____________________, and the Respondent will be referred to as 
{name or designation}_________________________________. The Petitioner states that it is in 
the best interests of the child(ren) that: 

  
 {Choose only one} 

a._____ The attached proposed Parenting Plan should be adopted by the court.  The parties  
        {Choose only one} _____ have _____ have not agreed to the Parenting Plan. 
 

b. _____Each child will have time-sharing with both parents as follows: __________________ 
              ________________________________________________________________________ 
             _________________________________________________________________________ 
            (_____ Indicate if a separate sheet is attached.) 

 
c. _____ The court should establish a Parenting Plan with the following provisions for:  

     {Insert name or designation of the appropriate parent in the space provided} 
  _____ No time-sharing for Parent  ________________________   
  _____ Limited time-sharing with Parent  ___________________ 
  _____ Supervised Time-Sharing for Parent ______________Parent________________; 
  _____ Supervised or third-party exchange of the child(ren). 
  _____ Explain: __________________________________________________________ 

              _______________________________________________________________________ 
              _______________________________________________________________________. 
 

4.    Explain why this request is in the best interests of the child(ren): _________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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SECTION III.  CHILD SUPPORT 

 1.  Respondent has the ability to contribute to the support of his or her minor child(ren) and has 
failed  to do so. Based upon the time-sharing schedule, the Petitioner is entitled to child support. 

 
        [Indicate all that apply] 

2.______ Petitioner requests that the Court award child support as determined by Florida’s child 
support guidelines, section 61.30, Florida Statutes. 
 
3. _____Petitioner requests that the Court award child support to be paid beyond the age of 18 
years by Respondent because: 
 

a. _____the following child(ren), {name(s)}  , 
is (are) dependent because of a mental or physical incapacity which began prior to the 
age of 18 {explain}:   
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________; 

 
b. _____the following child(ren), {name(s)}  , 

is (are) dependent in fact, is (are) in high school and is (are) between the ages of 18 and 
19; said child(ren) is (are) performing in good faith with a reasonable expectation of 
graduation before the age of 19. 

 
4._____ Petitioner requests that medical/dental insurance for the minor child(ren) be provided by: 
[Choose only one] 

a. _____ Petitioner. 
 

b. _____ Respondent. 
 

5._____ Petitioner requests that uninsured medical/dental expenses for the            
child(ren) be paid:   [Choose only one] 

 
a. _____ by Petitioner  

 
b. _____ by Respondent 

 
c. _____ equally  (each spouse pays one-half) 

 
d.       __ according to the percentages in the Child Support Guidelines Worksheet, Florida     
       Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(e). 

 
e.        _ Other {explain}: ___________________________________________________. 

 
 

6. _____ Petitioner requests that life insurance to secure child support be provided by: 
          _____ Respondent  
          _____ both spouses. 

 
 

SECTION IV.  OTHER RELIEF 
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SECTION V.   REQUEST 
 (This section summarizes what you are asking the Court to include in the order for support.)  
Petitioner requests that the Court enter an order: 
{Indicate all that apply} 
 

1. ____ awarding spousal support (alimony) as requested in Section I of this petition; 
 

2. ____ adopting or establishing a Parenting Plan containing provisions for parental responsibility 
and time-sharing for the dependent or minor child(ren), as requested in Section II of this petition; 
 
3. ____ establishing child support for the minor child(ren), as requested in Section III of this petition; 
 
4.____ awarding other relief as requested in Section IV of this petition; and any other items the    
Court deems necessary. 

 
 
I understand that I am swearing or affirming under oath to the truthfulness of the claims made in this 
petition and that the punishment for knowingly making a false statement includes fines and/or 
imprisonment. 
 
 

Dated: ___________________  
_____________________________________________ 
Signature of Petitioner 
Printed Name:   
Address:   
City, State, Zip:   
Telephone Number:   
Fax Number:                                                                      
Designated E-mail Address(es): __________________ 
__________________________________________ 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF                                             
 
Sworn to or affirmed and signed before me on   by  . 

 
 
            ______________________________________ 

                                                                                      NOTARY PUBLIC OR DEPUTY CLERK                             
                
                                                                                      ______________________________________________ 

 {[Print, type, or stamp commissioned name of notary or 
deputy clerk.} 

       ___ Personally known 
      ___ Produced identification 

  Type of identification produced ___________________                                                 
 



Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.904(a)(2), Petition for Support and Parenting Plan 
Unconnected with Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent or Minor Child(ren) (02/18) 

 
 
 

IF A NONLAWYER HELPED YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM, HE/SHE MUST FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW: 
[fill in all blanks] This form was prepared for the Petitioner 
This form was completed with the assistance of: 
{name of individual}_______________________________________________________________, 
{name of business} _________________________________________________________________, 
 {address} ________________________________________________________________________,  
{city} ____________, {state} ____, {zip code}____________, {telephone number} _______________. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW 
FORM 12.950(c),  

PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE WITH DEPENDENT OR 
MINOR CHILD(REN) AND RELOCATION  

(02/18) 
 

When should this form be used? 
 
This form should be used when you are filing for dissolution of marriage, there are dependent or minor 
children, and pursuant to Section 61.13001, Florida Statutes: 
 

1. You plan to relocate your residence more than 50 miles from the principal place of residence 
you have at the time of filing this petition; and 
 

2. The change of location is for at least 60 consecutive days, not including a temporary absence 
from your principal place of residence for purposes of vacation, education or the provision of 
health care for the minor child(ren). 

 
You or your spouse must have lived in Florida for at least 6 months before filing for dissolution of 
marriage in Florida. 
 
This form should be typed or printed in black ink.  After completing this form, you should sign the form 
before a notary public or deputy clerk.  You should file the original with the clerk of the circuit court in 
the county where you live and keep a copy for your records. 
 
 
   IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-FILING 
  
The Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all petitions, pleadings, and documents be 
filed electronically except in certain circumstances. Self-represented litigants may file petitions or other 
pleadings or documents electronically; however, they are not required to do so. If you choose to file 
your pleadings or other documents electronically, you must do so in accordance with Florida Rule of 
Judicial Administration 2.525, and you must follow the procedures of the judicial circuit in which you file. 
The rules and procedures should be carefully read and followed. 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING E-SERVICE ELECTION 
 
After the initial service of process of the petition or supplemental petition by the Sheriff or certified 
process server, the Florida Rules of Judicial Administration now require that all documents required or 
permitted to be served on the other party must be served by electronic mail (e-mail) except in certain 
circumstances. You must strictly comply with the format requirements set forth in the Rules of Judicial 
Administration. If you elect to participate in electronic service, which means serving or receiving 
pleadings by electronic mail (e-mail), or through the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal, you must review 
Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516. You may find this rule at www.flcourts.org through the link 
to the Rules of Judicial Administration provided under either Family Law Forms: Getting Started, or Rules 
of Court in the A-Z Topical Index.  

http://www.flcourts.org/
http://www.flcourts.org/


Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.950(c) Petition for Dissolution of Marriage 
with Dependent  or Minor Child(ren) and Relocation (02/18) 
 

 
 
SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS MAY SERVE DOCUMENTS BY E-MAIL; HOWEVER, THEY ARE NOT 
REQUIRED TO DO SO.  If a self-represented litigant elects to serve and receive documents by e-mail, the 
procedures must always be followed once the initial election is made. 
 
To serve and receive documents by e-mail, you must designate your e-mail addresses by using the 
Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 
12.915, and you must provide your e-mail address on each form on which your signature appears. 
Please CAREFULLY read the rules and instructions for: Certificate of Service (General), Florida Supreme 
Court Approved Family Law Form 12.914; Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida 
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915; and Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.516. 
 

What should I do next? 
 
For your case to proceed, you must properly notify your spouse and every other person entitled to 
access or time-sharing with the child(ren) of the petition.  “Other Person” means an individual who is 
not the parent but with whom the child resides pursuant to court order, or who has the right of access 
to, time-sharing with, or visitation with the child(ren).  If you know where your spouse lives, you should 
use personal service.  If you absolutely do not know where your spouse lives, you may use constructive 
service.  You may also be able to use constructive service if your spouse or the other person resides in 
another state or country.  However, if constructive service is used, other than granting a divorce, the 
court may only grant limited relief. For more information on constructive service, see Notice of Action 
for Dissolution of Marriage, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.913(a), and Affidavit 
of Diligent Search and Inquiry, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.913(b).  If your spouse is 
in the military service of the United States, additional steps for service may be required.  See, for 
example, Memorandum for Certificate of Military Service, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law 
Form 12.912(a). In sum, the law regarding constructive service and service on an individual in the 
military service is very complex and you may wish to consult an attorney regarding these issues. 
 
If personal service is used, the respondent has 20 days to answer after being served with your petition.  
Your case will then generally proceed in one of the following three ways: 
 
DEFAULT. If after 20 days, your spouse has not filed an answer, you may file a Motion for Default, 
Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.922(a), with the clerk of court.  Then, if you have 
filed all of the required papers, you may contactl the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant 
to set a final hearing.  You must notify your spouse of the hearing by using a Notice of Hearing 
(General), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.923, or other appropriate notice of 
hearing form. 
 
UNCONTESTED.  If your spouse files an answer that agrees with everything in your petition or an answer 
and waiver, and you have complied with mandatory disclosure and filed all of the required papers, you 
may contact the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant to set a final hearing.  You must notify 
your spouse of the hearing by using a Notice of Hearing (General), Florida Supreme Court Approved 
Family Law Form 12.923, or other appropriate notice of hearing form. 
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CONTESTED.  If your spouse files an answer or an answer and counterpetition, which disagrees with or 
denies anything in your petition, and you are unable to settle the disputed issues, you should file a 
Notice for Trial, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.924, after you have complied with 
mandatory disclosure and filed all of the required papers.  Some circuits may require the completion of 
mediation before a final hearing may be set.  You should contact the clerk, family law intake staff, or 
judicial assistant for instructions on how to set your case for trial (final hearing).  If your spouse files an 
answer and counterpetition, you should answer the counterpetition within 20 days using an Answer to 
Counterpetition, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.903(d). 
 

Where can I look for more information? 
 
Before proceeding, you should read “General Information for Self-Represented Litigants” found at the 
beginning of these forms.  The words that are in “bold underline” in these instructions are defined 
there.  For further information, see chapter 61, Florida Statutes. 
 
   

Special notes... 
 
If you do not have the money to pay the filing fee, you may obtain an Application for Determination of 
Civil Indigent Status from the clerk, fill it out, and the clerk will determine whether you are eligible to 
have filing fees deferred. 
 
If you want to keep your address confidential because you are the victim of sexual battery, aggravated 
child abuse, aggravated stalking, harassment, aggravated battery, or domestic violence, do not enter the 
address, telephone, and fax information at the bottom of this form.  Instead, file a Request for 
Confidential Filing of Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.980(h). 
 
With this form, you must also file the following: 
 
• Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act (UCCJEA) Affidavit, Florida Supreme Court 

Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d). 
• Child Support Guidelines Worksheet, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(e), if you 

are asking that child support be ordered in the final judgment.  (If you do not know your spouse’s 
income, you may file this worksheet after his or her financial affidavit has been served on you.) 

• Affidavit of Corroborating Witness, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(i) OR 
photocopy of current Florida driver’s license, Florida identification card, or voter’s registration card 
(issue date of copied document must be at least six months before date case is actually filed with 
the clerk of the circuit court). 

• Marital Settlement Agreement for Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent or Minor Child(ren), 
Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(f)(1), if you and your spouse have reached 
an agreement on any or all of the issues. 

• Notice of Social Security Number, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(j). 
• Family Law Financial Affidavit, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(b) or (c).  (This 

must be filed with the petition if the petitioner seeks to establish child support.   Otherwise, it must 
be filed within 45 days of service of the petition on the respondent.) 
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• Certificate of Compliance with Mandatory Disclosure, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 
12.932. (This must be filed within 45 days of service of the petition on the respondent, if not filed at 
the time of the petition, unless you and your spouse have agreed not to exchange these 
documents.) 

• Parenting Plan, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.995(a), Safety-Focused 
Parenting Plan, Form 12.995(b), or Relocation/Long-Distance Parenting Plan, Form 12.995(c). If the 
parents have reached an agreement, a signed and notarized Parenting Plan should be attached.   If 
the parents have not reached an agreement, a proposed Parenting Plan may be filed. 

 
Updating Information.  A parent or other person seeking to relocate has a continuing duty to provide 
current and updated information required by the relocation statute when that information becomes 
known. 
 
Parenting Plan and Time-Sharing. If you and your spouse are unable to agree on parenting 
arrangements and a time-sharing schedule, a judge will decide for you as part of establishing a Parenting 
Plan.  The judge will decide the parenting arrangements and time-sharing based on the child(ren)’s best 
interests.  Regardless of whether there is an agreement, the court reserves jurisdiction to modify issues 
relating to the minor child(ren). 
 
The judge may request a parenting plan recommendation or appoint a guardian ad litem in your case.  
This means that a neutral person will review your situation and report to the judge concerning parenting 
issues.  The purpose of such intervention is to be sure that the best interests of the child(ren) is (are) 
being served.  For more information, you may consult section 61.13, Florida Statutes. 
 
A parenting course must be completed prior to entry of the final judgment.  You should contact the 
clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant about requirements for parenting courses where you 
live. 
 
Listed below are some terms with which you should become familiar before completing your petition.  If 
you do not fully understand any of the terms below or their implications, you should speak with an 
attorney before going any further. 
 
• Shared Parental Responsibility 
• Sole Parental Responsibility 
• Supervised Time-Sharing  
• No contact 
• Parenting Plan 
• Parenting Plan Recommendation 
• Time-Sharing Schedule 
 
Child Support.  Both parents are required to provide financial support for their minor or dependent 
child(ren); however, the court may order one parent to pay  child support  to the other parent.  Florida 
has adopted guidelines for determining the amount of child support to be paid.  These guidelines are 
based on the combined income of both parents and take into account the financial contributions of both 
parents and the number of overnights the child(ren) spend with each parent.  You must file a Family 
Law Financial Affidavit, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(b) or (c), and your spouse 
will be required to do the same.  From your financial affidavits, you should be able to calculate the 
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amount of child support that should be paid using the Child Support Guidelines Worksheet, Florida 
Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(e).  Because the child support guidelines take several 
factors into consideration, change over time, and vary from state to state, your child support obligation 
may be more or less than that of other people in seemingly similar situations. 
 
Alimony.  Alimony may be awarded to a spouse if the judge finds that one spouse has an actual need for 
it and that the other spouse has the ability to pay.  If you want alimony, you must request it in writing 
in the original petition.  If you do not request alimony in writing before the final hearing, it is waived 
(you may not request it later).  You may request permanent alimony, bridge-the-gap alimony, 
durational alimony, and/or rehabilitative alimony. If alimony is awarded, the judge may order periodic 
payments, payments in lump sum, or both. 
 
Marital/Nonmarital Assets and Liabilities.  Florida law requires an equitable distribution of marital 
assets and marital liabilities.  “Equitable” does not necessarily mean “equal.”  Many factors, including 
child support, time-sharing, and alimony awards, may lead the court to make an unequal (but still 
equitable) distribution of assets and liabilities.  Nonmarital assets and nonmarital liabilities are those 
assets and liabilities which the parties agree or the court determines belong to, or are the responsibility 
of, only one of the parties.  If the parties agree or the court finds an asset or liability to be nonmarital, 
the judge will not consider it when distributing marital assets and liabilities. 
 
Temporary Relief. If you need temporary relief regarding temporary use of assets, temporary 
responsibility for liabilities, parental responsibility, relocation and time-sharing with child(ren), 
temporary child support, or temporary alimony, you may file a Motion for Temporary Support and 
Time-Sharing with Dependent or Minor Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 
12.947(a) and a Motion for Temporary Relocation, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law From 
12.950(e).   For more information, see the instructions for those forms. 
 
Marital Settlement Agreement.   If you and your spouse are able to reach an agreement on any or all of 
the issues, you should file a Marital Settlement Agreement for Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent 
or Minor Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(f)(1).  Both of you must 
sign this agreement before a notary public or deputy clerk.  Any issues on which you are unable to 
agree will be considered contested and settled by the judge at the final hearing. 
 
Parenting Plan.   In all cases involving minor or dependent child(ren), a Parenting Plan shall be approved 
or established by the court. As you are seeking to relocate, the Parenting Plan must include a post-
relocation schedule for access and time-sharing together with the necessary transportation 
arrangements. If you and your spouse have reached an agreement, you should file a Parenting Plan, 
Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.995(a), a Safety-Focused Parenting Plan, Florida 
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.995(b), or a Relocation/Long-Distance Parenting Plan, 
Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.995(c), which addresses the time-sharing schedule 
for the child(ren).  If you have not reached an agreement, a proposed Parenting Plan may be filed.  If the 
parties are unable to agree, a Parenting Plan will be established by the court. 
 
Final Judgment Form.   These family law forms contain a Final Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage 
with Dependent or Minor Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.990(c)(1), 
which the judge may use if your case is contested. If you and your spouse reach an agreement on all of 
the issues, the judge may use a Final Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent or Minor 
Child(ren) (Uncontested), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.990(b)(1).  You should 
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check with the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant to see if you need to bring a final 
judgment with you to the hearing.  If so, you should type or print the heading, including the circuit, 
county, case number, division, and the parties’ names, and leave the rest blank for the judge to 
complete at your hearing or trial. 
 
Nonlawyer.   Remember, a person who is NOT an attorney is called a nonlawyer. If a nonlawyer helps 
you fill out these forms, that person must give you a copy of a Disclosure from Nonlawyer, Florida 
Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.900(a), before he or she helps you.  A nonlawyer helping you fill 
out these forms also must put his or her name, address, and telephone number on the bottom of the 
last page of every form he or she helps you complete. 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE _____________________ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR ______________________________ COUNTY, FLORIDA 

  
 Case No: ________________________ 
 Division: ________________________ 
 
In Re: The Marriage of 
 
________________________________________, 

Petitioner , 
And 
 
_______________________________________, 

Respondent. 
 
 

PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE 
WITH DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN) AND RELOCATION 

 
I, {full legal name}  , the 
Petitioner, being sworn, certify that the following statements are true: 
 
1. JURISDICTION/RESIDENCE 

_____ Petitioner  _____ Respondent  _____ Both Spouses has/have lived in Florida for at least six (6) 
months before the filing of this Petition for Dissolution of Marriage. 

2. Petitioner {Choose only one} _____ is _____ is not a member of the military service. 
Respondent {Choose only one}     _____ is _____ is not a member of the military service. 

3. MARRIAGE HISTORY 
Date of marriage: {month, day, year}________________________________________________. 
Place of marriage: {city, county, state}_______________________________________________. 
Date of separation: {month, day, year}______________________    _____ ( Indicate if approximate). 

4. DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN) 
{Indicate all that apply} 
_____ Petitioner   is pregnant.  Baby is due on: {date} ________________________________ 
  _____ Respondent is pregnant. Baby is due on: {date} _________________________________ 
 
ca.    _____ The minor (under 18) child(ren) common to both parties are: 

 
Name(s) Birth Date(s) 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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     db.   _____The minor child(ren) born or conceived during the marriage who are not common to 
 both   parties are: 
 
Name(s) Birth Date(s) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The birth parent(s) of the above minor child(ren) is/are {name(s) and address(es)}: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
    ec. _____ The child(ren) common to both parties who are 18 or older but who are dependent 

upon the parties due to a mental or physical disability are: 
 

Name(s) Birth Date(s) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. A completed Family Law Financial Affidavit, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(b) 
or (c) {Choose only one}____ has been filed or ____ will be filed. 

  
6. A completed Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act (UCCJEA) Affidavit, Florida 

Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), is filed with this petition.  (You must complete 
and attach this form in a dissolution of marriage with minor child(ren)). 

 
7. A completed Notice of Social Security Number, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 

12.902(j), is filed with this petition. 
 
8. This petition for dissolution of marriage should be granted because: 

{Choose only one} 
a. _____ The marriage is irretrievably broken. 

 
OR 
 

b. _____ One of the parties has been adjudged mentally incapacitated for a period of 3 years prior 
to the filing of this petition.  A copy of the Judgment of Incapacity is attached to this Petition. 

 
SECTION I.  MARITAL ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
{Choose only one} 
1. _____ There are no marital assets or liabilities. 

 
OR 

 
2. _____ There are marital assets or liabilities.  All marital and nonmarital assets and liabilities are (or 

will be) listed in the financial affidavits, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(b) or (c), 
to be filed in this case. 
{Choose all that apply} 
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a. _____ All marital assets and liabilities have been divided by a written agreement between the 

parties, which is attached, to be incorporated into the final judgment of dissolution of marriage. 
(The parties may use Marital Settlement Agreement for Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent 
or Minor Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(f)(1)). 

 
b. _____ The Court should determine how the assets and liabilities of this marriage are to be 

distributed, under section 61.075, Florida Statutes. 
 

c. Petitioner   should be awarded an interest in the other spouse’s property because:   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________. 

 
SECTION II.  SPOUSAL SUPPORT (ALIMONY) 
{Choose only one} 
1. ____   Petitioner forever gives up any right to spousal support (alimony) from Respondent. 

 
OR 

 
2. _____ Petitioner  requests that the Court order Respondent  to pay  spousal support (alimony) to 

Petitioner, who claims that he or she has a need for the support that he or she is requesting and 
that Respondent  has the ability to pay that support.  Spousal support (alimony) is requested in the 
amount of $          ________ every _____ week _____ other week _____month, or ____ other 
___________________, beginning {date}       _________________ and continuing until {date or 
event} ________________________________________________________________________.  

 
Explain why the Court should order the other spouse to pay and any specific request(s) for type of 
alimony (temporary, permanent, bridge-the-gap, durational, rehabilitative, and/or lump sum): 
________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
{Indicate if applicable} _____ Petitioner requests life insurance on the other spouse’s life, provided 
by that spouse, to secure such support. 

 
SECTION III.  RELOCATION 
 
1. Petitioner seeks to relocate his/her residence to a place more than 50 miles from his/her place of 

residence at the time of filing of the Petition.  The change of location is for a period of at least 
consecutive 60 days, not including a temporary absence from the principal residence for purposes of 
vacation, education, or the provision of health care for the child(ren). 
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2. {If applicable}  The following other person is an individual who is not a parent but with whom the 
child resides pursuant to a court order, or who has the right of access to, time-sharing with, or 
visitation with the child(ren)__________________________________________________________. 

 
3.  Pursuant to Section 61.13001(3), Florida Statutes, the following information is provided: 
 

a. The location of the intended new residence, including the state, city, and physical address, if 
known, is:  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
b. The mailing address of the new physical residence, if not the same as the physical address, is: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
c. The home telephone number of the intended new residence, if known, is:  _________________. 

 
d. The date of the intended move or proposed relocation is:  ______________________________. 

 
e. The specific reasons for the proposed relocation are:  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________.
Attach additional sheets, if necessary. 

 
f. One of the reasons for the proposed relocation is a job  

_____ Yes   _____ No.  A copy of the written job offer is attached to this Petition. 
 
4. The relocation and time-sharing have been agreed to by the parties.  {Choose only one}  _____ Yes   

_____ No.  If yes, attach a copy of the Agreement for Relocation to the Petition. 
 

 Failure to obtain an Order prior to the relocation renders the petition to relocate legally insufficient.  
  
SECTION IV.  PARENTING PLAN ESTABLISHING PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY AND TIME-SHARING 
 
1. The minor child(ren) currently reside(s) with _____ Petitioner  _____ Respondent  _____ Other 

Person:  {explain} _________________________________________________________________. 
 
2. Parental Responsibility.  
        It is in the child(ren)’s best interests that parental responsibility be:  {Choose only one} 
 

a. ____ shared by both parents;  
 

b. ____ awarded solely to _____ Petitioner _____ Respondent.  Shared parental responsibility 
would be detrimental to the child(ren) because: _____________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________. 

3. Parenting Plan and Time-Sharing. 
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It is in the best interests of the child(ren) that the family be ordered to comply with a Parenting Plan 
that _____ includes _____ does not include parental time-sharing with the child(ren). For purposes 
of a Parenting Plan, the Petitioner will be referred to as Parent {name or designation}  
__________________,and the Respondent will be referred to as Parent {name or designation} 
__________________. Petitioner states that it is in the best interests of the child (ren) that: 
 
{Choose only one} 
a. _____ The attached proposed Parenting Plan should be adopted by the court.   
       The parties: {Choose only one} _____ have _____ have not agreed to the Parenting Plan. 
 
b. _____ Each child will have time-sharing with both parents as follows: __________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
(_____ Indicate if a separate sheet is attached.) 

 
c. _____ The court should establish a Parenting Plan with the following provisions for: 

{Insert name or designation of the appropriate parent in the space provided} 
_____ No time-sharing for Parent  ____________    
_____ Limited time-sharing with Parent ________  
_____ Supervised Time-Sharing for Parent __________  . 
_____ Supervised or third-party exchange of the child(ren) 
_____ Time-Sharing Schedule as follows: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________. 
 

4. The proposed post-relocation transportation arrangements are as follows: _____________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________. 
 

5. Explain why the relocation time-sharing schedule is in the best interests of the child(ren): _________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________. 

 
SECTION V.  CHILD SUPPORT 
{Indicate all that apply} 
1. _____ Petitioner requests that the Court award child support as determined by Florida’s child 

support guidelines, section 61.30, Florida Statutes.  A completed Child Support Guidelines 
Worksheet, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(e), is, or will be filed.  Such support 
should be ordered retroactive to: 
a. ____ the date of separation {date} _____________________ 
b. ____ the date of the filing of this petition. 
c. ____  other {date}_________________ {explain} ______________________________________ 

 
2. _____  Petitioner  requests that the Court award child support to be paid beyond the age of 18 years 

because: 
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a. _____ the following child(ren): {name(s)} _____________________________________________  
is (are) dependent because of a mental or physical incapacity which began before the age of 18. 
{explain}_______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

b. _____ the following child(ren): {name(s)} ____________________________________________ 
is (are) dependent in fact;  is (are) in high school; between the ages of 18 and 19; and is (are) 
performing in good faith with reasonable expectation of graduation before the age of 19. 

 
3. _____Petitioner requests that the Court award a child support amount that is more than or less than 

Florida’s child support guidelines.  Petitioner understands that Motion to Deviate from Child Support 
Guidelines, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.943, must be filed before the 
court will consider this request. 
 

4. _____Petitioner  requests that medical/dental insurance for the minor child(ren) be provided by: 
{Choose only one} 
a. ____ Petitioner  
b. ____ Respondent  

 
5.  ____Petitioner  requests that uninsured medical/dental expenses for the child(ren) be paid: 

{Choose only one} 
a. ____by Petitioner;  
b. ____by Respondent;  
c. ____by the parties equally  {each spouse pays one-half}; 
d. ____according to the percentages in the Child Support Guidelines Worksheet, Florida Family 

Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(e); 
e. ____Other {explain}:  _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. _____ Petitioner  requests that life insurance to secure child support be provided by: 
a. ____Petitioner;  
b. ____Respondent; 
c. ____Both. 

 
SECTION VI.  OTHER 
1.  _____ Petitioner requests to be known by the following former name, which was  

{full legal name}_______________________________________________________________. 
 
2. Other relief {specify}:   

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

SECTION VII.   REQUEST 
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{This section summarizes what you are asking the Court to include in the final judgment of dissolution of 
marriage.} 

_____Petitioner requests that the Court enter an order dissolving the marriage and: 
{Indicate all that apply} 
1. _____distribute marital assets and liabilities as requested in Section I of this petition; 
2. _____award spousal support (alimony) as requested in Section II of this petition; 
3. _____adopt or establish a Parenting Plan containing provisions for parental responsibility and time-

sharing for the dependent or minor child(ren) common to both parties, as requested in Section IV of 
this petition; 

4. _____permit relocation in accordance with Section III of this petition; 
5. _____establish child support for the dependent or minor child(ren) common to both parties, as  

requested in Section V of this petition; 
6. _____restore Petitioner’s former name as requested in Section VI of this petition; 
7. _____award other relief as requested in Section VI of this petition; and any other terms the Court 

deems necessary. 
 

A RESPONSE TO THE PETITION OBJECTING TO THE RELOCATION MUST BE MADE IN WRITING, FILED 
WITH THE COURT, AND SERVED ON THE SPOUSE SEEKING TO RELOCATE WITHIN 20 DAYS AFTER 
SERVICE OF THIS PETITION TO RELOCATE.  IF YOU FAIL TO TIMELY OBJECT TO THE RELOCATION, THE 
RELOCATION WILL BE ALLOWED, UNLESS IT IS NOT IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE CHILD, WITHOUT 
FURTHER NOTICE AND WITHOUT A HEARING.   
 
The Response is in the form of an Answer and it must be sworn to under oath and must include the 
specific factual basis supporting the reasons for objecting to the relocation, including a statement of the 
amount of participation or involvement you currently have or have had in the life of the child(ren). 
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I understand that I am swearing or affirming under oath to the truthfulness of the claims made in this 
petition and that the punishment for knowingly making a false statement includes fines and/or 
imprisonment. 
 
 
Dated: ______________________ _____________________________________________ 
 Signature of Petitioner  
                                                                                       Printed Name: _________________________________ 
 Address:  _____________________________________ 
 City, State, Zip: ________________________________ 
 Telephone Number: _____________________________ 
 Fax Number:  __________________________________ 
 Designated E-mail Address(es):____________________ 
 _____________________________________________ 
STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF ____________________ 
 
Sworn to or affirmed and signed before me on ____________ by _______________________________. 
 
 _____________________________________________ 

 NOTARY PUBLIC or DEPUTY CLERK  
 

_____________________________________________ 
[Print, type, or stamp commissioned name of notary or 
deputy clerk.] 

____ Personally known 
____ Produced identification 
____ Type of identification produced  ________________________________ 
 
 
 
IF A NONLAWYER HELPED YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM, HE/SHE MUST FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW: 
 [fill in all blanks] This form was prepared for the Petitioner. 
This form was completed with the assistance of: 
 {name of individual} ________________________________________________________________, 
{name of business}__________________________________________________________________, 
 {address} _________________________________________________________________________,  
{city}  ________________,{state} ____, {zip code}__________,{telephone number} ______________. 
 



 
 Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.990(b)(2), Final Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage with 
Property but No Dependent or Minor Child(ren) (Uncontested) (02/18) 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE                                                       JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR                                                       COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
 
Case No.:   
Division:   

IN RE: The Marriage of: 
 

                                                                      , 
                                                    Petitioner, 
 

and 
 
                                                                       , 
                                                      Respondent. 
 

FINAL JUDGMENT OF DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE WITH 
PROPERTY BUT NO DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN) 

(UNCONTESTED) 
 
This cause came before this Court for a hearing on a Petition for Dissolution of Marriage. The Court, 
having reviewed the file and heard the testimony, makes these findings of fact and reaches these 
conclusions of law: 
 
FINDINGS: 
 

1. The Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter and the parties. 

2. At least one party has been a resident of the State of Florida for more than 6 months 
immediately before filing the Petition for Dissolution of Marriage. 

3. The parties have no minor or dependent children in common, and no children born to either 
spouse during the marriage remain minor or dependent and neither spouse is  pregnant. 

4. The marriage between the parties is irretrievably broken. . 

5.  The parties have voluntarily entered into a Marital Settlement Agreement, and each has filed 
the required Family Law Financial Affidavit.  

6.  {If applicable} _____Petitioner _____Respondent requests that his/her former name of  

    {full legal name}          _______________________ be restored. 

 
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED: 
 

A.  The marriage between the parties is dissolved and the parties are restored to the status of being 
 single. 
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B. The Marital Settlement Agreement, attached as Exhibit A, is approved by the court and 
 incorporated herein, but not merged. The parties shall obey all of its provisions.  

 
C. _____Petitioner’s _____Respondent’s former name of  
     {full legal name} ________________________________________________is restored. 

 
D.  The court reserves jurisdiction to modify and enforce this final judgment. 

 
 
 
DONE AND ORDERED in ____________________________, Florida on                                            __. 
 

 
 
  
CIRCUIT JUDGE 

 
 
I certify that a copy of this Final Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage was _____ mailed _____faxed and 
mailed _____ e-mailed _____hand-delivered to the parties listed below on {date}__________________.  
 
 
       by__________________________________ 
           {Clerk of court or designee}  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Petitioner (or his or her attorney) 
Respondent (or his or her attorney) 
Other:       
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE                                                       JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR                                                       COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
Case No.:   
Division:   

 
IN RE: The Marriage of: 
 
                                                                      , 

Petitioner, 
 

and 
 
                                                                       , 

Respondent. 
 

FINAL JUDGMENT OF DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE WITH 
NO PROPERTY OR DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN) (UNCONTESTED) 
 
This cause came before this Court for a hearing on a Petition for Dissolution of Marriage. The Court, 
having reviewed the file and heard the testimony, makes these findings of fact and reaches these 
conclusions of law: 
 
FINDINGS: 
 

1. The Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter and the parties. 

2. At least one party has been a resident of the State of Florida for more than 6 months 
 immediately before filing the Petition for Dissolution of Marriage. 

3. The parties have no minor or dependent children in common, and no children born to either 
spouse  during the marriage remain minor or dependent, and neither spouse is pregnant. 

4. The marriage between the parties is irretrievably broken.   

5. There are no marital assets or marital liabilities for the court to divide.    

6.    {If applicable} _____Petitioner _____Respondent requests that his/her former name of  
      {full legal name} _______________________________________________be restored. 

 
 
 
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED: 
 

A.   The marriage between the parties is dissolved and the parties are restored to the status of being 
 single. 
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B. _____Petitioner’s _____Respondent’s former name of  
 {full legal name} _______________________________________________ is restored. 

 
C.    The court reserves jurisdiction to modify and enforce this final judgment. 

 
 
DONE AND ORDERED in_______________________, Florida, on                                            . 
 
 

  
CIRCUIT JUDGE 

 
 
 
 
 
I certify that a copy of this Final Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage was _____ mailed _____faxed and 
mailed _____ e-mailed _____ hand-delivered to the parties listed below on {date}__________________.  
 
 
       by__________________________________ 
           {Clerk of court or designee}  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Petitioner (or his or her attorney) 
Respondent (or his or her attorney) 
Other:       
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE               JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND           _________          COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
 
 
 
In Re: the Marriage of: 

 
Case No.:   
Division:   

                                    ______________, 
      Petitioner,  

 
and 

 
                                  ____________, 

 Respondent. 
 
 

FINAL JUDGMENT FOR SUPPORT  
UNCONNECTED WITH DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE  

WITH NO DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN) 
 

This cause came before this Court on a Petition for Support Unconnected with Dissolution of Marriage 
under section 61.09, Florida Statutes. The Court, having reviewed the file and heard the testimony, 
makes these findings of fact and reaches these conclusions of law: 

1. The Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter and the parties. 
 
2. The parties have no minor or dependent children in common, and no child born to either spouse 

during the marriage remains minor or dependent, and neither spouse is pregnant. 

 
SECTION I.  ALIMONY 
 

A._ ____The Court denies the request(s) for alimony.  

OR 

B. _____The Court finds that _____Petitioner _____Respondent has an actual need for alimony and 
that _____Petitioner  _____Respondent  has/had the ability to support his/her spouse and has failed 
to do so. _____Petitioner_____ Respondent (hereinafter Obligor) has the present ability to pay 
alimony as follows: 

 {Indicate all that apply} 
 

1.______ Permanent Periodic.   
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a. The court finds that no other form of alimony is fair and reasonable under the 
circumstances of the parties. 
 
b.   As a marriage of (choose one only): 
 

    _____Long Duration (17 years or greater) alimony is appropriate upon consideration of  
            all relevant factors; 

 
       _____Moderate Duration (greater than 7 years but less than 17) alimony is appropriate  
            based upon clear and convincing evidence after consideration of all relevant    
            factors; or 
 
       _____ Short Duration (less than 7 years) alimony is appropriate based upon the    
              following exceptional circumstances:________________________________ 

                 _____________________________________________________________  
                              _______________________________________________________________  
       ____________________________________________________________.   

     
c.  Obligor shall pay permanent periodic alimony to Obligee in the amount of $   
per month, payable_____ in accordance with Obligor’s employer’s payroll cycle, and in any 
event, at least once a month, or _____ other: {explain}_______________________________ 
beginning {date}   _________. This alimony shall continue until modified by court 
order, the death of either party, or remarriage of Obligee, whichever occurs first.  The 
alimony may be modified or terminated based upon either a substantial change in 
circumstances, or a supportive relationship in accordance with section 61.14, Florida 
Statutes. 

        
2. _____Bridge-the-Gap.  Obligor shall pay bridge-the-gap alimony to Obligee in the amount of 
$______per month, payable_____ in accordance with Obligor’s employer’s payroll cycle, 
beginning {date}________________and continuing until {date}___________________  {a period 
not to exceed two years}, remarriage of Obligee, or death of either party, whichever occurs first. 

 
 3. ______Rehabilitative. Obligor shall pay rehabilitative alimony to Obligee in the amount of   

  $  __________ per month, payable ______ in accordance with Obligor’s employer’s payroll 
cycle,  

  and in any event, at least once a month _____ other {explain}________________________. 
                beginning {date}  _________ .This rehabilitative alimony shall continue until modified by  
                court order, the death of either party or until {date/event} _____________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________.                                                         
whichever occurs first. The rehabilitative plan presented demonstrated the following: ________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________. 
 

              4. ______Durational.  Obligor shall pay durational alimony to Obligee in the amount of   
              $____________per month payable _____ in accordance with Obligor’s employer’s payroll  cycle,                  and in            
              beginning {date}________________and terminating on {date }________________________, 
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              remarriage of the Obligee, death of either party, or until modified by court order in      
              accordance with section 61.08(7), Florida Statutes; whichever occurs first. 

 
5. _____Lump Sum.  Obligor shall pay lump sum alimony to Obligee in the amount of   

  $_________which shall be paid as follows:___________________________________________ 
      . 

  
              6.______Retroactive. Obligor shall pay retroactive alimony in the amount of $                    ____ 

for the period of {date}   __________, through {date}   ____________,  which 
shall be paid pursuant to paragraph 4 below. 

        
C. Reasons for _____ Awarding _____ Denying Alimony. The Court has considered all of the 
 following in awarding/denying alimony: 

1. The standard of living established during the marriage; 
2. The duration of the marriage; 
3. The age and the physical and emotional condition of each party; 
4. The financial resources of each party, including the nonmarital and the marital assets and 
liabilities distributed to each; 
5. The earning capacities, educational levels, vocational skills, and employability of the parties 
and, when applicable, the time necessary for either party to acquire sufficient education or 
training to enable such party to find appropriate employment; 
6. The contribution of each party to the marriage, including, but not limited to, services 
rendered in homemaking, child care, education, and career building of the other party;  
7. The tax treatment and consequences to both parties of any alimony award, including the 
designation of all or a portion of the payment as nontaxable, nondeductible payment; 
8.  All sources of income available to either party, including income available to either party 
through investments of any asset held by the party; and 
9. Any other factor necessary to do equity and justice between the parties {Explain} 
  
  
  
  
 . 
 ______ Please indicate here if additional pages are attached. 

 
D. Retroactive Alimony and/or Arrearages. 

  
 a. _____There is no alimony arrearage at the time of this Final Judgment. 

    OR 
 b. _____Petitioner _____Respondent shall pay to the other party   alimony in the amount of: 
 

$   for retroactive alimony, as of {date}   __________. 
$   for previously ordered unpaid alimony, as of {date}   ________. 
The total of $  _ in retroactive alimony and arrearages shall be paid in the amount of  
$              per month, payable _____ in accordance with Obligor’s employer’s payroll cycle, 
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and in any event at least once a month, _____ or other: {explain}________________________ 
beginning {date}   _______________, until paid in full including statutory interest. 

 
E. ______Life Insurance (to secure payment of support).  To secure the alimony obligations set 
forth in this judgment, Obligor shall maintain life insurance coverage on his/her life naming Obligee 
as the sole irrevocable beneficiary, so long as reasonably available. This insurance shall be in the 
amount of at least $          ________ and shall remain in effect until the obligation for alimony 
terminates. 

 
F.   ______Other provisions relating to alimony including any tax treatment and consequences:  

 
               1. The award of alimony _____ does not _____ does leave the Obligor with significantly less net 

income than the net income of the recipient/Obligee. If yes, the court finds the following 
exceptional circumstances:________________________________________________________ 

               ______________________________________________________________________________ 
               ______________________________________________________________________________. 
             
              2. Other _______________________________________________________________________ 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 . 
 
SECTION II.  METHOD OF PAYMENT 

Obligor shall pay court-ordered alimony and arrears, if any, as follows: 
 

A. Place of Payment 
  
 1._____ Obligor shall pay court-ordered support directly to either the State Disbursement Unit 

or the central depository, as required by statute, along with any fee required by statute. 
 
 2._____ Both parties have requested and the court finds that support payments need not be 

directed through either the State Disbursement Unit or the central depository at this time; 
however, either party may subsequently apply, pursuant to section 61.13(1)(d)3, Florida 
Statutes, to require payments through either the State Disbursement Unit or the central 
depository. 

 
B. Income Deduction. 

  
1. _____Immediate. Obligor shall pay through income deduction, pursuant to a separate Income 
Deduction Order which shall be effective immediately. Obligor is individually responsible for 
paying this support obligation until all of said support is deducted from Obligor’s income. Until 
support payments are deducted from Obligor’s paycheck, Obligor is responsible for making 
timely payments directly to the State Disbursement Unit or the Obligee, as previously set forth 
in this order. 

  



 

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.994(b), Final Judgment for Support Unconnected with 
Dissolution of Marriage with No Dependent or Minor Child(ren) (02/18) 

2._____ Deferred.  Income Deduction is ordered this day, but it shall not be effective until a 
delinquency of $  , or, if not specified, an amount equal to one month’s obligation 
occurs.  Income deduction is not being implemented immediately based on the following 
findings:  

 There are no minor child(ren) common to the parties, 
 AND 

There is proof of timely payment of a previously ordered obligation without an income 
deduction order in cases of modification, 

 AND 
_____ There is an agreement by the Obligor to advise the Title IV-D agency, clerk of court, and 
Obligee of any change in Payor and/or health insurance  
OR  
_____ there is a signed written agreement providing an alternative arrangement between the 
Obligor and the Obligee and, at the option of the IV-D agency, by the IV-D agency in IV-D cases 
in which there is an assignment of support rights to the state, reviewed and entered in the 
record by the court. 

 
C. Bonus/One-Time Payments.  _____ All    % _____ No income paid in the form of a bonus 
or other similar one-time payment, up to the amount of any arrearage or the remaining balance 
thereof owed pursuant to this order, shall be forwarded to the Obligee pursuant to the payment 
method prescribed above. 

 
D. Other provisions relating to method of payment: _____________________________________ 

 . 
 
SECTION III.  ATTORNEY’S FEES, COSTS, AND SUIT MONEY 

A. _____ Petitioner’s _____ Respondent’s  request(s) for attorney’s fees, costs, and suit money is (are) denied becaus  
 . 
 
OR 

 
 B.  The Court finds there is a need for and an ability to pay attorney’s fees, costs, and suit money. 
_____Petitioner ______Respondent is hereby ordered to pay to the other party $                    ______ 
in attorney’s fees, and $                    __ in costs. The Court further finds that the attorney’s fees 
awarded are based on the reasonable rate of $          _______ per hour and ______reasonable hours. Other provisions             
___________________________________________________ . 

 
SECTION IV.  OTHER PROVISIONS  

A. Other Provisions: _______________________________________________________________ 
  
  
  
 . 
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B. The Court reserves jurisdiction to modify and enforce this Final Judgment. 
 
 
 

DONE AND ORDERED on _____________________ in ___________________________, Florida. 
 

 
 
  
CIRCUIT JUDGE 

 

I certify that a copy of this Final Judgment for Support Unconnected with Dissolution of Marriage with 
no Dependent or Minor Child(ren) was  _____ mailed _____ faxed and mailed _____ e-mailed _____ 
hand-delivered to the parties and any entities listed below on {date}_______________________.  
 
 
       by__________________________________ 
           {Clerk of court or designee}  
 
 

 

 

 
______Petitioner (or his/her attorney) 
______Respondent (or his/her attorney) 
______Central Depository 
______State Disbursement Unit 
 
____Other:       
 


	2022.04.13 MMS Pregnancy Status in Family Law Forms
	903c1 (MMS Rev.)
	INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW           FORM 12.903(c)(1)
	ANSWER TO PETITION AND COUNTERPETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF   MARRIAGE WITH DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN)
	(02/18)
	When should this form be used?
	What should I do next?
	Where can I look for more information?
	Special notes...


	903c2 (MMS Rev.)
	INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW FORM 12.903(c)(2)
	ANSWER TO PETITION AND COUNTERPETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE WITH PROPERTY BUT NO DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN) (02/18)
	When should this form be used?
	What should I do next?
	Where can I look for more information?
	Special notes...
	ANSWER TO PETITION AND COUNTERPETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE WITH PROPERTY BUT NO DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN)


	903c3 (MMS Rev.)
	904a1 (MMS Rev.)
	INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW FORM 12.904(a)(1),
	PETITION FOR SUPPORT UNCONNECTED WITH DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE WITH DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN)
	(02/18)
	When should this form be used?
	What should I do next?
	Where can I look for more information?
	Special notes...


	904a2 (MMS Rev.)
	INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW FORM 12.904(a)(2),
	PETITION FOR SUPPORT AND PARENTING PLAN UNCONNECTED WITH DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE WITH DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN)
	(02/18)
	When should this form be used?
	What should I do next?
	Where can I look for more information?
	Special notes...


	950c (MMS Rev.)
	INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW
	FORM 12.950(c),
	PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE WITH DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN) AND RELOCATION
	(02/18)
	When should this form be used?
	What should I do next?
	Where can I look for more information?
	Special notes...
	PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE
	WITH DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN) AND RELOCATION


	990b2 (MMS Rev.)
	990b3 (MMS Rev.)
	994b (MMS Rev.)

