
 

 

 

 

The Florida Bar Continuing Legal Education Committee and the 
Professional Ethics Committee 

 present 
 

2022 Masters Seminar on Ethics 
 

Friday, June 24, 2022, 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

COURSE CLASSIFICATION: INTERMEDIATE 
 

Course 5698 jbruner@floridabar.org 
  

OVERVIEW 

Florida lawyers practice a wide variety of areas of law.  Some lawyers focus on a specific area of law, 
while other lawyers provide service in multiple areas of law.  One thing all lawyers have in common is 
that they will face ethical issues from time to time as part of the practice of law.  Regardless of practice 
area, all lawyers are bound by the Rules of Professional Conduct.  The 2022 Masters Seminar on Ethics 
will address ethical topics in an informative, engaging manner using experienced and dynamic speakers. 
This seminar will address the grievance system, exploring the kinds of actions that get lawyers 
disciplined by the bar and how to avoid such problems for yourself.  The seminar also will address how 
technology affects lawyers’ ethical duties.  The interaction of professionalism and the ethical rules will 
be discussed.  Finally, there will be a judicial roundtable where judges will discuss the ethical issues they 
see in their courtrooms and how they address these issues. 

Bar Grievances and You:  How to Avoid Them and What to Do if Get One.  No lawyer wants to have a 
bar grievance filed against them,  This panel features the Bar’s Staff counsel and two members of the 
Professional Ethics Committee who defend lawyers in bar grievances.  This panel of experts will discuss 
how The Florida Bar’s grievance system works and what to expect if a bar grievance is filed against you.  
The panel will also discuss common issues that lead to bar grievances and how you can try to avoid 
these issues. 

Technology Presentation.  The post-Pandemic challenges for attorneys working remotely, and using a 
variety of computing devices and methods , such as desktops, laptops, mobile devices, “cloud” or 
“virtualized” computing, have also amplified an attorney’s professional and ethical obligations directed 
to competency, confidentiality, and supervision.  Of particular concern is the protection of client 
sensitive information, including HIPAA covered healthcare information as well as other personally 
identifiable information. This panel, consisting of cybersecurity and privacy lawyers and a cybersecurity 
expert, will discuss both current and emerging issues facing attorneys in this post-Pandemic era.  



 

 

 

 

  

Celebrating the Professionalism of Being a Lawyer.  This presentation celebrates the professionalism of 
being a lawyer.  Speaker James L. Bell discusses why a person becomes a lawyer; what the “Oath” each 
lawyer takes means when they become a lawyer; and how “Professionalism” in the practice of law 
interacts with the Rules of Professional Conduct.  The presentation discusses how professionalism truly 
helps each of lawyer in the practice of law and is one of the best ways to ensure the practice of law 
remains a profession rather than merely a business.  Lawyers get busy with all the hassles we each go 
through on a daily basis and sometimes forget how blessed we are to be lawyers. 

Judicial Roundtable on Ethics.   Moderated by a member of the Professional Ethics Committee, the 
judicial panel will give attendees valuable insight on ethics issues from the point of view of judges. The 
judicial roundtable will focus on the ethical issues the judiciary is confronted with in the courtroom and 
how the judges handle those ethical concerns.  The roundtable will include a discussion of conduct that 
rises to the level of an ethical violation versus a professionalism issue, conduct attorneys engage in that 
gets them in trouble frequently, and how technology has impacted these issues.  The judicial panelists 
also will discuss conduct that attorneys may not realize rises to the level of an ethical violation.   

 

 
 

LECTURE PROGRAM 
 

8:00 a.m. – 8:10 a.m.  Introductory Remarks 
 
8:10 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Bar Grievances and You:  How to Avoid Them and What to Do if Get 

One 
 Speakers:  Patricia Ann Toro Savitz, Lansing “Lanse” C. Scriven, and D. 

Culver “Skip” Smith 
 
9:00 a.m. – 9:50 a.m.  Technology Presentation 

Speakers:  Eric Hibbard, Tatiana Melnik, and Donald A. Myers, Jr. 
 

9:50 a.m.- 10:10 a.m.  Break 
 
10:10 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.   Celebrating the Professionalism of Being a Lawyer 
    Speaker:  James L. Bell 
 
11:00 a.m. – 11:50 a.m.  Judicial Roundtable on Ethics 

Speakers: Senior Judge Paul C. Huck, Judge Lisa Taylor Munyon, and 
Judge Stephanie Williams Ray 
 

11:50 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Seminar Concluding Remarks 



 

 

 

 
 
 

SPEAKERs 
 

JAMES L. BELL is the founder and senior partner in The Bell Law Firm, P.A., 
formerly Bell, Thames, Strait & McCall, with offices in Charleston, SC and 
previously in Jacksonville, Florida. His practice includes federal civil trial law, 
tort litigation, medical malpractice litigation, personal injury, arbitration and 
mediation and international law. He has litigated class action and MDL cases 
in state and federal courts. 

Mr. Bell has been a member of The Florida Bar for over thirty years (member 
of the Professional Ethics Committee and the Alternate Dispute Section) and 

the South Carolina Bar (member of the Professional Responsibility Committee and the Ethics Advisory 
Committee.) He has also been an officer and member of the Federal Bar Association, the American 
Association of Justice and a past Board Member and President for the Florida Legal Services, Inc; and 
served on the Florida Bar Foundation Board of Governors. Mr. Bell is a Registered Notary Public. He was 
honored as one of America’s Most Honored Lawyers in 2020. (The America Registry) 

Mr. Bell is a member of the United States Supreme Court; Florida Supreme Court; the South Carolina 
Supreme Court; United States Tax Court; United States Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals of Richmond, VA; 
United States Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, New Orleans, LA; Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals, Atlanta, 
GA; United States District Court, Southern District of Florida; United States District Court, Middle District 
of Florida; United States District Court, Northern District of Florida. 

Mr. Bell has an extensive history of community and Bar volunteer services. He was admitted to the Pro 
Bono Honor Roll by the Supreme Court of South Carolina on March 3, 2021. His community volunteer 
services include assisting with the Boys Club, the YMCA and the Red Cross during several disasters and 
hurricanes. He volunteered to give free insurance coverage advice in Fort Lauderdale after recent 
hurricanes and has assisted Florida legal service agencies with state and federal civil ligation matters. He 
currently is a member of the Alternate Dispute Section of the Florida Bar and is a pro bono volunteer 
giving client advice with Florida Free Legal Answers project sponsored by the American Bar Association. 

He has written numerous legal articles for the Florida Bar, the South Carolina Bar and other professional 
publications and has also participated in Continuing Legal Education seminars over the last 25 years in 
California, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina and South Carolina, the latest being “Jury Nullification and 
Pardon Fundamentals” a Lorman Business Institute national webinar, June 22, 2021, and “Legal Ethics: 
Attorney Fees and Client Funds,” (NBI), February, 21, 2020, and several medical-legal issue seminars, 
including “Medical Records Seminar-HIPPA Regulations, ” in Charleston, South Carolina and Miami, FL. 
(April, 2009.) and HIPPA Medical Documentation Requirements in Florida, Lorman, Publication #483579. 
He has continually participated in CLE seminars during his entire legal career. Mr. Bell received his B.A. 
from the Richard L. Walker International Institute, University of South Carolina and J.D. degree from 
Petigru School of Law at U.S.C. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ERIC A. HIBBARD is the Director, Product Planning – Storage Networking & 
Security at Samsung Semiconductor, Inc. and a cybersecurity and privacy 
leader with extensive experience in industry (PrivSec Consulting LLC, Hitachi, 
Raytheon, Hughes, OAO Corp), U.S. Government (NASA, DoE, DoD), and 
academia (University of California). He also has experience architecting and 
auditing information and communications technology (ICT) infrastructures 
and solutions involving a wide range of technologies (IoT, cloud, storage, big 
data, AI, smart cities, blockchain) in organizations throughout the world.  

Mr. Hibbard holds leadership positions in standards development organization and industry 
associations, including ISO/IEC, the InterNational Committee for Information Technology Standards 
(INCITS), the IEEE Computer Society, the American Bar Association (ABA), the Cloud Security Alliance 
(CSA), and the Storage Networking Industry Association (SNIA). Hibbard is or has served in an editorship 
role on the following international standards projects:  ISO/IEC 22123 (Cloud computing – 
Vocabulary/Concepts), ISO/IEC 27031 (ICT readiness for business continuity), ISO/IEC 27050 (Electronic 
discovery), ISO/IEC 27040 (Storage security), ISO/IEC PAS 20648 (TLS for storage systems), Rec. ITU-T 
3500 | ISO/IEC 17788 (Cloud computing -- Overview and vocabulary), and IEEE 1619-2018 (XTS-AES). 

Mr. Hibbard possesses a unique set of professional credentials that include the (ISC)2 CISSP-ISSAP, 
ISSMP, and ISSEP certifications; IAPP CIPP/US and CIPT certifications; ISACA CISA and CDPSE 
certifications; and CSA CCSK certification. He has a BS in Computer Science. 

 

THE HONORABLE PAUL C. HUCK was appointed to the U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District of Florida in 2000. Before joining the judiciary, Judge Huck spent 
over 35 years in private practice as a civil trial lawyer. As a Senior Judge, Judge Huck 
periodically sits by designation on various Circuit Courts of Appeal. He has also 
taught litigation skills and professional responsibility as an adjunct professor at the 
University of Miami School of Law for the past 40 years. In 2018, Judge Huck 
received the William M. Hoeveler Judicial Professionalism Award. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

TATIANA MELNIK is an attorney that helps her clients protect their information as 
well as the information entrusted to them by others. She represents healthcare 
providers as well as vendors and concentrates her practice on data privacy and 
security, information technology, as well as regulatory compliance including Stark, 
Anti-Kickback, and fee splitting issues. Tatiana also regularly writes and speaks on 
healthcare legal issues, including HIPAA/HITECH, cloud computing, mobile device 
policies, telemedicine, social media, and data breach reporting requirements. Tatiana 
holds a JD from the University of Michigan Law School, a BS in Information Systems 
and a BBA in International Business, both from the University of North Florida. Tatiana 

is based out of Tampa, Florida and may be reached directly at tatiana@melniklegal.com or 
734.358.4201. 

 

THE HONORABLE LISA T. MUNYON was appointed to the circuit bench of the Ninth 
Judicial Circuit Court of Florida in 2003 by former Governor Jeb Bush. Initially 
assigned to the circuit criminal division, over the past 18 years, Judge Munyon has 
presided over many divisions in the Ninth Circuit. She has served as associate 
administrative judge in the criminal and civil divisions, and administrative judge in 
the criminal, domestic, civil, and business court divisions. In 2021, Judge Munyon 
was elected Chief Judge, becoming the circuit’s first female judge to hold the 
position. 

Judge Munyon serves as the chair of the Florida Courts Technology Commission and chairs the 
Workgroup on the Continuity of Court Operations During and After COVID-19.  She is on the faculty of 
“Handling Capital Cases,” a mandatory education program for all Florida judges presiding over capital 
cases, and co-author of Florida Criminal Practice and Procedure, Third Edition, a Matthew 
Bender/LexisNexis publication. 



 

 

 

 

 

DON MYERS had the honor of serving as a Circuit Judge for 11 years in the Ninth 
Judicial Circuit (Orange and Osceola Counties) where he tried and resolved cases in 
the Circuit Civil, Complex Business, Domestic and Felony Divisions. He was elected 
by his colleagues to serve as Chief Judge of the Circuit from 2019-2021, prior to his 
retirement from the bench. During his time as a judge, Don served as an Associate 
Judge at the 5th District Court of Appeal and was the Administrative Judge of the 
Appellate Division. Don also had significant involvement in the statewide judicial 
system, serving on the Trial Court Budget Commission, Executive Committee, as Co-
Chair of the Trial Court Budget Commission and Commission on Trial Court 

Performance and Accountability, Joint Due Process Workgroup, and the Funding Methodology 
Committee. 

Before his election, Don practiced for over 21 years in State and Federal Courts as a civil trial lawyer in 
the areas of personal injury, medical malpractice, wrongful death, first party insurance disputes and bad 
faith litigation. He handled cases for both the plaintiff and the defense. Don was also active in the 
adoption community, helping over 300 families with the legal process to finalize their international 
adoptions. He is A-V rated by Martindale Hubbell.  Prior to becoming a judge, Don was a civil trial lawyer 
at Bailey & Myers, P.A. and Parrish, Bailey & Myers, P.A.  Don also practiced real estate, business & 
construction litigation, lender litigation, and bankruptcy as an associate at Lowndes, Drosdick, Doster, 
Kantor & Reed, P.A., 

Don earned a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and Master of Medical Science in Speech Language 
Pathology, both at Emory University.  Don obtained his Juris Doctor with Honors in 1989 from the 
University of Florida. 

Don and his wife are long-time Central Florida residents with strong local ties. They are active in their 
church, where Don has served as Secretary of the Board and Chairman of the Finance Committee. Don 
also serves on the District Advisory Board for his church and is a Trustee of Trevecca Nazarene University 
in Nashville, TN.  In addition to volunteering for several local charitable organizations, Don guest lectures 
at Barry University School of Law, University of Central Florida and Valencia State College.   

Don Myers is certified by the Florida Supreme Court as a Circuit Civil Court Mediator. 



 

 

 

 

 

JUDGE STEPHANIE RAY was appointed to the First District Court of Appeal in 2011 
and served as Chief Judge from July 2019 to July 2021. She is an active member of 
the bench and bar, participating on several committees including the Florida 
Supreme Court Committee on Standard Jury Instructions in Civil Cases, the Florida 
Court Education Council, the Executive Council of the Florida Bar Labor and 
Employment Law Section, and the First District Appellate Inn of Court. She has 
previously chaired the Florida Bar Appellate Court Rules Committee, the Standing 
Committee on Professionalism, and the Student Education and Admissions to the 
Bar Committee. Judge Ray has served as an adjunct professor and moot court coach 

for the Florida State University College of Law and has taught judicial and legal education courses on 
subjects including Florida Constitutional Law, Statutory Interpretation, Standards of Review, and Judicial 
Writing. Prior to joining the court, Judge Ray was Chair of the Florida Public Employees Relations 
Commission, which adjudicates public sector labor and employment disputes. Her professional 
experience also includes serving as Associate Dean for Administration and Assistant Dean for Academic 
Affairs at Florida State University College of Law, and as an associate attorney at the Tallahassee law 
firm of Ausley & McMullen. Judge Ray is an honors graduate of Vanderbilt University and the Florida 
State University College of Law, where she was a member of the Law Review.   

 

PATRICIA ANN TORO SAVITZ received both her undergraduate degree (B.B.A. 1982) 
and her law degree (J.D. 1985) from the University of Miami. Ms. Savitz is Staff 
Counsel for the Lawyer Regulation Department of The Florida Bar. She has been 
with The Florida Bar since 1997 and was Bar Counsel with Orlando Branch of The 
Florida Bar where she handled all aspects of the bar disciplinary proceedings. She 
was as Assistant Public Defender in the 20th Judicial Circuit in Fort Myers. Ms. Savitz 
also handled cases involving abandoned, abused, and neglected children as a Senior 
Attorney with the Department of Children and Families. She has done extensive 
appellate work including oral argument before the Fifth District Court of Appeal and 

the Florida Supreme Court. Ms. Savitz is a recipient of the Pro Bono Award for Government Attorneys 
from the Legal Aid Society and the Orange County Bar Association. Ms. Savitz is actively involved in 
voluntary bar associations and civic programs. 



 

 

 

 

 

LANSING “LANSE” SCRIVEN is the principal of Lanse Scriven Law in Tampa, 
Florida.  Lanse concentrates his practice in the areas of business litigation and bar 
disciplinary/professional ethics defense.  He is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell 
and has been recognized in Best Lawyers of America, Florida Trend’s Legal Elite, 
and Thomson Reuter’s Florida Super Lawyers. 

From 2009-2017, Lanse served as a member of the Florida Bar Board of 
Governors, representing the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit (Hillsborough County).  
While on the Board of Governors, Lanse served on the Disciplinary Review 

Committee and as Vice Chair of the Board Review Committee on Professional Ethics.  Lanse currently 
serves as a member of  The Florida Bar’s Professional Ethics Committee for which he is one of three vice 
chairs. 

Lanse is a past President of the Hillsborough County Bar Association, the Florida Chapter of the National 
Bar Association (“NBA”), and the George Edgecomb Bar Association.  In 2018, Lanse was the recipient of 
the Outstanding Lawyer Award presented by the Hillsborough County Bar Association.  Previously, he 
was awarded the National Bar Association’s Heman Sweatt Award for excellence and exemplary service 
in the legal profession.  Most recently he was the recipient of the 2020 George Sheldon Public Interest 
Award presented by the Tampa Lawyer Chapter of the American Constitution Society. 

A native of Jacksonville, Florida, Lanse graduated from Duke University in 1984 and earned his law 
degree, with honors, from Florida State University College of Law in 1987. While enrolled at Florida 
State, Lanse served as an editor of the Florida State University Law Review and a member of the law 
school’s Moot Court team.  Following graduation from law school, Lanse clerked for the Honorable 
Joseph W. Hatchett, former Chief Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit.  



 

 

 

 

 

D. CULVER “SKIP” SMITH III counsels and represents lawyers, law firms, and others 
on ethics, professional responsibility, professional disciplinary proceedings, 
disqualification and sanctions motions, malpractice, and loss prevention. He also 
serves as an expert witness in litigation involving such matters. In addition, he 
counsels and represents applicants for admission to the bar. He has written and 
lectured extensively on lawyer ethics and professional responsibility. He provides 
almost fifty years of experience in the field, as well as experience in a wide variety of 
civil litigation and appeals and in law-firm management.  

Mr. Smith is a past president of thePalm Beach County Bar Association and served two terms on The 
Florida Bar Board of Governors. He is a member of The Florida Bar Professional Ethics Committee (which 
issues advisory ethics opinions) and twice served as its chairperson. He served on The Florida Bar 
Hawkins Commission on the Discipline System. He served as a member of The Florida Bar’s Special 
Committee to Review the ABA Model Rules of Professional Conduct in 1984 and again as a member of 
its Special Committee to Review the ABA Model Rules 2002. He served as Vice Chairman of The Florida 
Bar Commission on Lawyer Professionalism. He is a long-time member of the Palm Beach County Bar 
Association Professionalism Committee, which he has chaired. He also has served on and chaired a 
Florida Bar grievance committee. 

Mr. Smith is a Fellow in the American College of Trial Lawyers and served for several years on that 
organization’s Legal Ethics and Professionalism Committee. He is an active member of the Association of 
Professional Responsibility Lawyers and of the Florida Association of Bar Defense Counsel. His service to 
the public and the profession has been recognized by his receiving The Florida Bar President’s Award of 
Merit in 1988 and 1994 and the Palm Beach County Bar Association’s Professionalism Award in 2002. 

Mr. Smith has long been active in the community, including years of service on the board of directors of 
the Education Foundation of Palm Beach County and on the Division Advisory Board, South Coastal 
Division, of Children’s Home Society of Florida. He currently is a member of the Hanley Foundation 
board of directors.  

Mr. Smith was born and reared in West Palm Beach. He earned a B.A. from Washington and Lee 
University in 1964 and a J.D. from Washington and Lee University College of Law in 1967. Following 
graduation from law school, he served a law clerkship at the District Court of Appeal of Florida, Second 
District, then a tour of active duty in the U.S. Navy Judge Advocate General’s Corps (JAG), before 
returning to West Palm Beach and entering private practice in 1972.  

Mr. Smith resides in West Palm Beach with his wife, Dr. Donna Marks, herself a psychologist and award-
winning author. He has two children, two grandchildren, and three stepchildren. His interests include 
piano, grammar and writing style, and all things baseball. 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
General: 4.0 hours 
Ethics: 2.0 hours 

Technology: 1.0 hour 
Professionalism: 1.0 hour 
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