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Proposed amendments to the  
Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure 

The Appellate Court Rules Committee, pursuant to Florida 

Rule of General Practice and Judicial Administration 2.140, invites 

comments on proposed amendments to the Florida Rules of 

Appellate Procedure. Interested persons have until October 15, 

2022, to submit any comments, electronically, to Judge Andrew 

Manko, Chair of the Appellate Court Rules Committee, at 

Andrew.Manko@doah.state.fl.us, and to the Bar attorney liaison 

Heather Savage Telfer, at htelfer@floridabar.org.  

Note: Amendments in double underline and double 

strikethrough were previously published for comment. 

Rule  Explanation for Change 

Rule 9.030. (Jurisdiction of 
Courts) 

Amends subdivision (b)(4) to 
conform the rule to changes to 
section 34.017(1), Florida 
Statutes, as amended by Chapter 
2019-58, Laws of Florida. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 

re: Guidelines for Rules 

Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 

2006). 

Rule 9.040. (General Provisions) Amends subdivision (g) to add "of 
the lower tribunal" after "the 
clerk" to provide greater clarity to 
the reader. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 
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Rule  Explanation for Change 

Rule 9.100. (Original 
Proceedings) 

Amends subdivision (f)(3) to 
specify that the duties described 
are those of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.110. (Appeal Proceedings 
to Review Final Orders of Lower 
Tribunals And Orders Granting 
New Trial in Jury and Nonjury 
Cases) 

Amends subdivision (e) to 
indicate that the clerk of the 
lower tribunal will prepare the 
record. Amends subdivision (j) to 
indicate that, if the appeal is 
from an order of a district court 
of appeal, the clerk of the district 
court of appeal must 
electronically transmit the record. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.120. (Discretionary 
Proceedings to Review Decisions 
of District Courts of Appeal) 

Amends subdivision (e) to 
indicate that the clerk of the 
district court of appeal must 
electronically transmit the record 
and also transmit separate files 
of the contents of the record, the 
transcript, and the documents 
filed in the district court. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.140. (Appeal Proceedings 
in Criminal Cases) 

Amends subdivision (b)(2)(B)(i)f. 
to indicate that directions 
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Rule  Explanation for Change 

included in the record on appeal 
will be the directions provided to 
the clerk of the lower tribunal. 
Amends subdivision (d)(1)(C) to 
clarify that the defendant's 
directions are those that have 
been filed with the clerk of the 
lower tribunal. Amends 
subdivision (f)(1) to add "of the 
lower tribunal" after "the clerk" 
throughout the subdivision to 
provide greater clarity to the 
reader. Additionally amends the 
subdivision to indicate that, if a 
notice of inability to complete the 
record has been filed, the clerk of 
the lower tribunal will prepare 
and file the record within 20 days 
of receipt of the transcript. 
Amends subdivision (f)(6)(A)(i)–
(f)(6)(A)(iii) to add "of the lower 
tribunal" after "the clerk" to 
provide greater clarity to the 
reader. Amends subdivision 
(f)(6)(B) to add "of the lower 
tribunal" after "the clerk" to 
provide greater clarity to the 
reader. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.141. (Review Proceedings 
in Collateral or Postconviction 
Criminal Cases) 

Amends subdivision (b)(3)(B)(ii) to 
add "of the lower tribunal" after 
"the clerk" to provide greater 
clarity to the reader. 
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Rule  Explanation for Change 

Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.142. (Procedures for 
Review in Death Penalty Cases) 

Amends subdivision (a)(1)(B) to 
replace "of the lower tribunal" 
with "circuit court" for greater 
specificity. Amends subdivision 
(a)(2) to add "of the supreme 
court" after "the clerk" to provide 
greater clarity to the reader. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.145. (Appeal Proceedings 
in Juvenile Delinquency cases) 

Amends subdivision (e) to add 
"the" before "clerk" to provide 
greater clarity to the reader. 
 
Makes a grammatical change to 
subdivision (c)(2)(A) by adding "a" 
before "state appeal" for greater 
clarity to the reader. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.146. (Appeal Proceedings 
in Juvenile Dependency and 
Termination of Parental Rights 
Cases and Cases Involving 
Families and Children in Need of 
Services) 

Amends subdivision (g)(2)(C) to 
add "of the lower tribunal" after 
"the clerk" throughout the 
subdivision to provide greater 
clarity to the reader. Amends 
subdivision (g)(7) to add "of the 
court" after "the clerk" to provide 
greater clarity to the reader. 
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Rule  Explanation for Change 

Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.147 (Appeal Proceedings 
to Review Final Orders 
Dismissing Petitions for Judicial 
Waiver of Parental Notice and 
Consent or Consent Only to 
Termination of Pregnancy) 

Amends subdivisions (c) and (d) 
to conform to section 
390.01114(6)(b)(2), Florida 
Statutes, which states that an 
appellate court must rule on an 
appeal of a trial court’s denial of 
judicial waiver of parental notice 
and/or consent only to 
termination of pregnancy within 
7 days “after receipt of appeal.” 
 
Amends subdivisions (d) and (g) 
to add "of the court" after "the 
clerk" to provide greater clarity to 
the reader. 
 
Makes a grammatical change to 
the subdivision (i)(4)(C) to add 
"the" after "clerk of" for 
consistency throughout the rules 
set. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.160. (Discretionary 
Proceedings to Review Decisions 
of County Courts) 

Amends subdivisions (b), (c), 
(d)(2), (e)(1), (g), and (h) to 
conform the rule to changes to 
section 34.017(1), Florida 
Statutes, as amended by Chapter 
2019-58, Laws of Florida. 
 
Adopts a new Committee note. 
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Rule  Explanation for Change 

 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.170. (Appeal Proceedings 
in Probate and Guardianship 
Cases) 

Amends subdivision (c) to replace 
"however" with "any" and add "of 
the lower tribunal" after "the 
clerk" to provide greater clarity to 
the reader. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.180. (Appeal Proceedings 
to Review Workers' 
Compensation Cases) 

Amends subdivision (b) to 
indicate that the notice of appeal 
and the filing fee should be 
directed to the clerk of the lower 
tribunal to provide greater clarity 
to the reader. 
 
Amends subdivision (f)(6)(A) to 
remove "approved" as to 
transcriptionist to be consistent 
with applicable statutes and for 
consistency within the rules set. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.200. (The Record) Amends subdivision (a)(2) to add 
"of the tribunal" after "the clerk" 
throughout the subdivision to 
provide greater clarity to the 
reader. Amends subdivision (b)(2) 
to replace "clerk of the court" 
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Rule  Explanation for Change 

with "clerk of the lower tribunal" 
to provide greater clarity to the 
reader. Amends subdivisions 
(b)(4), (d)(1)(A), and (d)(1)(B) to 
add "of the lower tribunal" after 
"the clerk" to provide greater 
clarity to the reader. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.210. (Briefs) Amends subdivision (a)(2) to 
clarify that word count or page 
limits apply. Amends subdivision 
(a)(2)(E) to explain that the 
statement of issues is excluded 
from both the word count 
limitations and page limits in 
jurisdictional briefs. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.310 (Stay Pending 
Review) 

Amends subdivision (c)(1) to 
replace "circuit court clerk's 
office" with "clerk of the lower 
tribunal's office" to provide 
greater clarity to the reader. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.320 (Oral Argument) Amends subdivision (a)(4) to 
make the time to request oral 
argument consistent with all 
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Rule  Explanation for Change 

cases in which jurisdictional 
briefs are required. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.340. (Mandate) Amends subdivision (a) to add "of 
the court" after "the clerk" to 
provide greater clarity to the 
reader. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.360. (Parties) Amends the paragraph after 
subdivision (a)(3) to add "of the 
court" after "the clerk" to provide 
greater clarity to the reader. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.420. (Filing; Service of 
Copies; Computation of Time) 

Amends subdivision title (b)(2) to 
add "the" before "Court" to 
provide greater clarity to the 
reader. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.430. (Proceedings by 
Indigents) 

Amends subdivisions (a) and 
(d)(2) to replace "circuit court 
clerks" with "clerks of the lower 
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Rule  Explanation for Change 

tribunal" to provide greater 
clarity to the reader. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.440. Attorneys. Amends the title to subdivision 
(d) and creates subdivisions 
(d)(1)–(d)(3) to conform to recent 
amendments to Florida Rule of 
General Practice and Judicial 
Administration 2.505, which 
permits substitution of counsel 
without a court order if the 
substitution is by another 
attorney within the same firm, 
company, or government agency. 
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.800 (Uniform Citation 
System) 

Amends subdivision (p) to 
address an incorrect hyperlink to 
the Florida Style Manual.  
 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

Rule 9.900. (Forms) Amends subdivision (f) to replace 
"clerk's docket" with "clerk of the 
lower tribunal's docket" and 
amends the note to subdivision 
(g) to add "of the lower tribunal" 
after "the clerk" to provide greater 
clarity to the reader. 
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Rule  Explanation for Change 

 
Amends the rule to conform to In 
re: Guidelines for Rules 
Submissions, AOSC06-14 (Fla. 
2006). 

 

RULE 9.030. JURISDICTION OF COURTS 

(a) Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Florida. 

(1) Appeal Jurisdiction. 

(A) The supreme court shallmust review, by 

appeal: 

(i) final orders of courts imposing sentences 

of death; and1 

(ii) decisions of district courts of appeal 

declaring invalid a state statute or a provision of the state 

constitution.2 

(B) If provided by general law, the supreme court 

shallmust review: 

(i) by appeal final orders entered in 

proceedings for the validation of bonds or certificates of 

indebtedness;3 and 

(ii) action of statewide agencies relating to 

rates or service of utilities providing electric, gas, or telephone 

service.4 

(2)–(3)  [NO CHANGE] 

(b) Jurisdiction of District Courts of Appeal. 
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(1) Appeal Jurisdiction. District courts of appeal 

shallmust review, by appeal: 

(A) final orders of trial courts,1, 2 not directly 

reviewable by the supreme court or a circuit court; 

(B) nonfinal orders as prescribed by rule 9.130;9 

and 

(C) administrative action if provided by general 

law.2 

(2)–(3)  [NO CHANGE]  

(4) Discretionary Review.10 District courts of appeal, 

in their discretion, may review by appeal final orders of the county 

court, otherwise appealable to the circuit court by general law, that 

the county court has certified to beinvolve a question that may have 

statewide application and that: 

(A)  is of great public importance; or  

(B) will affect the uniform administration of 

justice. 

(c) Jurisdiction of Circuit Courts. 

(1) Appeal Jurisdiction. The circuit courts shallmust 

review, by appeal: 

(A) final orders of lower tribunals as provided by 

general law;1, 2 

(B) nonfinal orders of lower tribunals as provided 

by general law; and 
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(C) administrative action if provided by general 

law. 

(2)–(3)  [NO CHANGE] 

Committee Notes 

1977 Amendment–2000 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE]    
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RULE 9.040. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(a) Complete Determination. In all proceedings a court 

shallmust have such jurisdiction as may be necessary for a 

complete determination of the cause. 

(b) Forum. 

(1) If a proceeding is commenced in an inappropriate 

court, that court shallmust transfer the cause to an appropriate 

court. 

(2) After a lower tribunal renders an order transferring 

venue, the appropriate court to review otherwise reviewable nonfinal 

orders is as follows: 

(A)–(B)  [NO CHANGE] 

(C) The clerk of the lower tribunal whose order is 

being reviewed shallmust perform the procedures required by these 

provisions regarding transfer of venue, including accepting and 

filing a notice of appeal. If necessary to facilitate nonfinal review, 

after an order transferring venue has been rendered, the clerk of the 

lower tribunal shallmust copy and retain such portions of the 

record as are necessary for review of the nonfinal order. If the file of 

the cause has been transferred to the transferee tribunal before the 

notice of appeal is filed in the transferring tribunal, the clerk of the 

transferee tribunal shallmust copy and transmit to the transferring 

tribunal such portions of the record as are necessary for review of 

the nonfinal order. 

(c) Remedy. If a party seeks an improper remedy, the cause 

shallmust be treated as if the proper remedy had been sought; 

provided that it shallwill not be the responsibility of the court to 

seek the proper remedy. 
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(d)–(f)  [NO CHANGE] 

(g) Clerks’ Duties. On filing of a notice prescribed by these 

rules, the clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust forthwith transmit 

the fee and a certified copy of the notice, showing the date of filing, 

to the court. If jurisdiction has been invoked under rule 

9.030(a)(2)(A)(v) or (a)(2)(A)(vi), or if a certificate has been issued by 

a district court of appeal under rule 9.030(a)(2)(B), the clerk of the 

district court of appeal shallmust transmit copies of the certificate 

and decision or order and any suggestion, replies, or appendices 

with the certified copy of the notice. Notices to review final orders of 

county and circuit courts in civil cases shallmust be recorded. 

(h) Non-Jurisdictional Matters. Failure of a clerk or a party 

timely to file fees or additional copies of notices or petitions or the 

conformed copy of the order or orders designated in the notice of 

appeal shall not be jurisdictional; provided that such failure may be 

the subject of appropriate sanction. 

(i) Request to Determine Confidentiality of Appellate 

Court Records. [NO CHANGE] 

(ji) Public Availability of Written Opinions. Except for 

written opinions determined to be confidential under Florida Rule of 

General Practice and Judicial Administration 2.420, the court 

shallmust make publicly available on the court’s website all written 

opinions entered on an appeal or petition. Each written opinion 

made publicly available shallmust be text searchable and in a 

Portable Document Format (“PDF”).  

Committee Notes 

1977 Amendment–2000 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.100. ORIGINAL PROCEEDINGS 

(a) Applicability.  [NO CHANGE] 

(b) Commencement; Parties. The original jurisdiction of the 

court shallmay be invoked by filing a petition, accompanied by any 

filing fees prescribed by law, with the clerk of the court having 

jurisdiction. The parties to the proceeding shallwill be as follows:  

(1) If the petition seeks review of an order entered by a 

lower tribunal, all parties to the proceeding in the lower tribunal 

who are not named as petitioners shallwill be named as 

respondents. 

(2) If the original jurisdiction of the court is invoked to 

enforce a private right, the proceedings shallmust not be brought on 

the relation of the state. 

(3) The following officials shallmust not be named as 

respondents to a petition, but a copy of the petition shallmust be 

served on the official who issued the order that is the subject of the 

petition: 

(A) judges of lower tribunals shallmust not be 

named as respondents to petitions for certiorari; 

(B) individual members of agencies, boards, and 

commissions of local governments shallmust not be named as 

respondents to petitions for review of quasi-judicial action; and 

(C) officers presiding over administrative 

proceedings, such as hearing officers and administrative law 

judges, shallmust not be named as respondents to petitions for 

review of nonfinal agency action. 
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(c) Petitions for Certiorari; Review of Nonfinal Agency 

Action; Review of Prisoner Disciplinary Action. The following 

shallmust be filed within 30 days of rendition of the order to be 

reviewed: 

(1) a petition for certiorari; 

(2) a petition to review quasi-judicial action of agencies, 

boards, and commissions of local government, which action is not 

directly appealable under any other provision of general law but 

may be subject to review by certiorari;  

(3) a petition to review nonfinal agency action under 

the Administrative Procedure Act; or 

(4) a petition challenging an order of the Department of 

Corrections entered in prisoner disciplinary proceedings. 

(d) Orders Excluding or Granting Access to Press or 

Public. 

(1) A petition to review an order excluding the press or 

public from, or granting the press or public access to, any 

proceeding, any part of a proceeding, or any records of the judicial 

branch, shallmust be filed in the court as soon as practicable 

following rendition of the order to be reviewed, if written, or 

announcement of the order to be reviewed, if oral, but no later than 

30 days after rendition of the order. A copy of the petition shallmust 

be furnished to the person (or chairperson of the collegial 

administrative agency) issuing the order, the parties to the 

proceeding, and any affected non-parties, as defined in Florida Rule 

of General Practice and Judicial Administration 2.420. 

(2) The court shallmust immediately consider the 

petition to determine whether a stay of proceedings in the lower 

tribunal or the order under review is appropriate and, on its own 
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motion or that of any party, the court may order a stay on such 

conditions as may be appropriate. Any motion to stay an order 

granting access to a proceeding, any part of a proceeding, or any 

records of the judicial branch made under this subdivision must 

include a signed certification by the movant that the motion is 

made in good faith and is supported by a sound factual and legal 

basis. Pending the court’s ruling on the motion to stay, the clerk of 

the court and the lower tribunal shallmust treat as confidential 

those proceedings or those records of the judicial branch that are 

the subject of the motion to stay. 

(3) Review of orders under this subdivision shallmust 

be expedited. 

(e) Petitions for Writs of Mandamus and Prohibition 

Directed to a Judge or Lower Tribunal. When a petition for a writ 

of mandamus or prohibition seeks a writ directed to a judge or 

lower tribunal, the following procedures apply: 

(1) Caption. The name of the judge or lower tribunal 

shallmust be omitted from the caption. The caption shallmust bear 

the name of the petitioner and other parties to the proceeding in the 

lower tribunal who are not petitioners shallmust be named in the 

caption as respondents. 

(2) Parties.  [NO CHANGE] 

(3) Response. Following the issuance of an order 

pursuant tounder subdivision (h), the responsibility for responding 

to a petition is that of the litigant opposing the relief requested in 

the petition. Unless otherwise specifically ordered, the judge or 

lower tribunal has no obligation to file a response. The judge or 

lower tribunal retains the discretion to file a separate response 

should the judge or lower tribunal choose to do so. The absence of a 
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separate response by the judge or lower tribunal shallwill not be 

deemed to admit the allegations of the petition. 

(f) Review Proceedings in Circuit Court. 

(1) Applicability.  [NO CHANGE] 

(2) Caption. The caption shallmust contain a 

statement that the petition is filed pursuant tounder this 

subdivision. 

(3) Duties of the Circuit Court Clerk of the Circuit 

Court. When a petition prescribed by this subdivision is filed, the 

circuit court clerk of the circuit court shallmust forthwith transmit 

the petition to the administrative judge of the appellate division, or 

other appellate judge or judges as prescribed by administrative 

order, for a determination as to whether an order to show cause 

should be issued. 

(4) Default. The clerk of the circuit court shallmust not 

enter a default in a proceeding wherein which a petition has been 

filed pursuant tounder this subdivision. 

(g) Petition. The petition shallmust be accompanied by any 

required filing fee except as provided in rule 9.430 for proceedings 

by indigents. The caption shallmust contain the name of the court 

and the name and designation of all parties on each side. The 

petition shallmust not exceed 13,000 words if computer-generated 

or 50 pages if handwritten or typewritten and shallmust contain: 

(1) the basis for invoking the jurisdiction of the court; 

(2) the facts on which the petitioner relies; 

(3) the nature of the relief sought; and 
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(4) argument in support of the petition and appropriate 

citations of authority. 

If the petition seeks an order directed to a lower tribunal, the 

petition shallmust be accompanied by an appendix as prescribed by 

rule 9.220, and the petition shallmust contain references to the 

appropriate pages of the supporting appendix. 

(h) Order to Show Cause. If the petition demonstrates a 

preliminary basis for relief, a departure from the essential 

requirements of law that will cause material injury for which there 

is no adequate remedy by appeal, or that review of final 

administrative action would not provide an adequate remedy, the 

court may issue an order either directing the respondent to show 

cause, within the time set by the court, why relief should not be 

granted or directing the respondent to otherwise file, within the 

time set by the court, a response to the petition. In prohibition 

proceedings, the issuance of an order directing the respondent to 

show cause shallwill stay further proceedings in the lower tribunal. 

(i) Record. A record shallwill not be transmitted to the court 

unless ordered. 

(j) Response. Within the time set by the court, the 

respondent may serve a response, which shallmust not exceed 

13,000 words if computer-generated or 50 pages if handwritten or 

typewritten and which shallmust include argument in support of 

the response, appropriate citations of authority, and references to 

the appropriate pages of the supporting appendices. 

(k) Reply. Within 30 days thereafter or such other time set 

by the court, the petitioner may serve a reply, which shallmust not 

exceed 4,000 words if computer-generated or 15 pages if 

handwritten or typewritten, and supplemental appendix. 
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Committee Notes 

1977 Amendment–2020 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE] 

COURT COMMENTARY 

[NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.110. APPEAL PROCEEDINGS TO REVIEW FINAL 

ORDERS OF LOWER TRIBUNALS AND ORDERS 

GRANTING NEW TRIAL IN JURY AND NONJURY 

CASES 

(a) Applicability.  [NO CHANGE] 

(b) Commencement. Jurisdiction of the court under this 

rule shallmust be invoked by filing a notice, accompanied by any 

filing fees prescribed by law, with the clerk of the lower tribunal 

within 30 days of rendition of the order to be reviewed, except as 

provided in rule 9.140(c)(3). 

(c) Exception; Administrative Action. In an appeal to 

review final orders of lower administrative tribunals, the appellant 

shallmust file the notice with the clerk of the lower administrative 

tribunal within 30 days of rendition of the order to be reviewed, and 

shallmust also file a copy of the notice, accompanied by any filing 

fees prescribed by law, with the clerk of the court. 

(d) Notice of Appeal. The notice of appeal shallmust be 

substantially in the form prescribed by rule 9.900(a). The caption 

shallmust contain the name of the lower tribunal, the name and 

designation of at least 1 party on each side, and the case number in 

the lower tribunal. The notice shallmust contain the name of the 

court to which the appeal is taken, the date of rendition, and the 

nature of the order to be reviewed. Except in criminal cases, a 

conformed copy of the order or orders designated in the notice of 

appeal shallmust be attached to the notice together with any order 

entered on a timely motion postponing rendition of the order or 

orders appealed. If a motion postponing rendition pursuant tounder 

rule 9.020(h) is pending when the notice of appeal is filed, the 

notice of appeal shallmust indicate the pendency of such a motion 

and the date it was filed. Within 10 days of either withdrawal of 

such a motion or rendition of the order being appealed, the 
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appellant shallmust file in the court a notice indicating that the 

motion has been withdrawn or a conformed copy of the signed, 

written order disposing of the motion postponing rendition. The 

notice shallmust be accompanied by any required filing fee except 

as provided in rule 9.430 for proceedings by indigents. 

(e) Record. Within 50 days of filing the notice, the clerk of 

the lower tribunal shallmust prepare the record prescribed by rule 

9.200 and serve copies of the index on all parties. Within 60 days of 

filing the notice, the clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust 

electronically transmit the record to the court or file a notice of 

inability to complete or transmit the record, specifying the reason. 

Any notice filed shallmust be served on all parties and, as 

necessary, on any court reporter. 

(f) Briefs. The appellant’s initial brief shallmust be served 

within 70 days of filing the notice. Additional briefs shallmust be 

served as prescribed by rule 9.210. 

(g) Cross-Appeal. An appellee may cross-appeal by serving a 

notice within 15 days of service of the appellant’s timely filed notice 

of appeal or within the time prescribed for filing a notice of appeal, 

whichever is later. The notice of cross-appeal, accompanied by any 

filing fees prescribed by law, shallmust be filed either before service 

or immediately thereafter in the same manner as the notice of 

appeal. The notice of cross-appeal shallmust be accompanied by 

any required filing fee except as provided in rule 9.430 for 

proceedings by indigents. 

(h) Scope of Review.  [NO CHANGE] 

(i) Exception; Bond Validation Proceedings. If the appeal 

is from an order in a proceeding to validate bonds or certificates of 

indebtedness, the record shallwill not be transmitted unless ordered 

by the supreme court. The appellant’s initial brief, accompanied by 



23 

an appendix as prescribed by rule 9.220, shallmust be served 

within 20 days of filing the notice. Additional briefs shallmust be 

served as prescribed by rule 9.210. 

(j) Exception; Appeal Proceedings from District Courts of 

Appeal. If the appeal is from an order of a district court of appeal, 

the clerk of the district court of appeal shallmust electronically 

transmit the record to the court within 60 days of filing the notice. 

The appellant’s initial brief shallmust be served within 20 days of 

filing the notice. Additional briefs shallmust be served as prescribed 

by rule 9.210. 

(k) Review of Partial Final Judgments.  [NO CHANGE] 

(l) Premature Appeals. Except as provided in rule 9.020(h), 

if a notice of appeal is filed before rendition of a final order, the 

appeal shallwill be subject to dismissal as premature. However, the 

lower tribunal retains jurisdiction to render a final order, and if a 

final order is rendered before dismissal of the premature appeal, the 

premature notice of appeal shallwill be considered effective to vest 

jurisdiction in the court to review the final order. Before dismissal, 

the court in its discretion may grant the parties additional time to 

obtain a final order from the lower tribunal. 

(m) Exception; Insurance Coverage Appeals.  [NO 

CHANGE] 

Committee Notes 

1977 Amendment–2020 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE] 

Court Commentary 

[NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.120. DISCRETIONARY PROCEEDINGS TO REVIEW 

DECISIONS OF DISTRICT COURTS OF APPEAL 

(a) Applicability.  [NO CHANGE] 

(b) Commencement. The jurisdiction of the supreme court 

described in rule 9.030(a)(2)(A) shallmust be invoked by filing a 

notice, accompanied by any filing fees prescribed by law, with the 

clerk of the district court of appeal within 30 days of rendition of 

the order to be reviewed. 

(c) Notice. The notice shallmust be substantially in the form 

prescribed by rule 9.900. The caption shallmust contain the name 

of the lower tribunal, the name and designation of at least 1 party 

on each side, and the case number in the lower tribunal. The notice 

shallmust contain the date of rendition of the order to be reviewed 

and the basis for invoking the jurisdiction of the supreme court. 

The notice shallmust be accompanied by any required filing fee 

except as provided in rule 9.430 for proceedings by indigents. 

(d) Briefs on Jurisdiction. The petitioner’s brief, with the 

argument section limited solely to the issue of the supreme court’s 

jurisdiction, and accompanied by an appendix containing only a 

conformed copy of the decision of the district court of appeal, 

shallmust be served within 10 days of filing the notice to invoke the 

court’s discretionary jurisdiction. The respondent’s brief on 

jurisdiction shallmust be served within 30 days after service of 

petitioner’s brief. Formal requirements for both briefs are specified 

in rule 9.210. No reply brief shallwill be permitted. 

(e) Accepting or Postponing Decision on Jurisdiction; 

Record. If the supreme court accepts or postpones decision on 

jurisdiction, the court shallwill so order and advise the parties and 

the clerk of the district court of appeal. Within 25 days thereafter or 

such other time set by the court, the clerk of the district court of 
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appeal shallmust electronically transmit the record. The clerk of the 

district court of appeal shallmust transmit separate Portable 

Document Format (“PDF”) files of: 

(1)–(3)  [NO CHANGE] 

(f) Additional Issues on Review or Cross-Review.  [NO 

CHANGE] 

(g) Briefs on Merits. Within 35 days of rendition of the 

order accepting or postponing decision on jurisdiction, the 

petitioner shallmust serve the initial brief on the merits. Additional 

briefs, including any briefs on cross-review, shallmust be served as 

prescribed by rule 9.210. 

Committee Notes 

1977 Amendment–1992 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.140.  APPEAL PROCEEDINGS IN CRIMINAL CASES 

(a) Applicability. Appeal proceedings in criminal cases 

shallwill be as in civil cases except as modified by this rule. 

(b) Appeals by Defendant. 

(1) Appeals Permitted. [NO CHANGE] 

(2) Guilty or Nolo Contendere Pleas. 

(A) Pleas.  [NO CHANGE] 

(B) Record. 

(i) Except for appeals under subdivision 

(b)(2)(A)(i) of this rule, the record for appeals involving a plea of 

guilty or nolo contendere shallwill be limited to: 

a.–e. 

f. notice of appeal, statement of 

judicial acts to be reviewed, directions to the clerk of the lower 

tribunal, and designation to the approved court reporter or 

approved transcriptionist. 

(ii) [NO CHANGE] 

(3) Commencement. The defendant shallmust file the 

notice prescribed by rule 9.110(d) with the clerk of the lower 

tribunal at any time between rendition of a final judgment and 30 

days following rendition of a written order imposing sentence. 

Copies shallmust be served on the state attorney and attorney 

general. 

(4) Cross-Appeal.  [NO CHANGE] 
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(c) Appeals by the State. 

(1) Appeals Permitted.  [NO CHANGE] 

(2) Commencement. The state shallmust file the 

notice prescribed by rule 9.110(d) with the clerk of the lower 

tribunal within 15 days of rendition of the order to be reviewed; 

provided that in an appeal by the state under rule 9.140(c)(1)(K), 

the state’s notice of cross-appeal shallmust be filed within 15 days 

of service of defendant’s notice or service of an order on a motion 

pursuant tounder Florida Rule of Criminal Procedure 3.800(b)(2). 

Copies shallmust be served on the defendant and the attorney of 

record. An appeal by the state shallwill stay further proceedings in 

the lower tribunal only by order of the lower tribunal. 

(d) Withdrawal of Defense Counsel after Judgment and 

Sentence or after Appeal by State. 

(1) The attorney of record for a defendant shallwill not 

be relieved of any professional duties, or be permitted to withdraw 

as defense counsel of record, except with approval of the lower 

tribunal on good cause shown on written motion, until either the 

time has expired for filing an authorized notice of appeal and no 

such notice has been filed by the defendant or the state, or after the 

following have been completed: 

(A)–(B)  [NO CHANGE] 

(C) the defendant’s directions to the clerk of the 

lower tribunal have been filed, if necessary; 

(D)  [NO CHANGE] 

(E) in publicly funded defense and state appeals, 

when the lower tribunal has entered an order appointing the office 

of the public defender for the local circuit, the district office of 
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criminal conflict and civil regional counsel, or private counsel as 

provided by chapter 27, Florida Statutes, that office, or attorney 

shallwill remain counsel for the appeal until the record is 

electronically transmitted to the court. In publicly funded state 

appeals, defense counsel shallmust additionally file with the court a 

copy of the lower tribunal’s order appointing the local public 

defender, the office of criminal conflict and civil regional counsel, or 

private counsel. In non-publicly funded defense and state appeals, 

retained appellate counsel shallmust file a notice of appearance in 

the court, or defense counsel of record shallmust file a motion to 

withdraw in the court, with service on the defendant, that states 

what the defendant’s legal representation on appeal, if any, is 

expected to be. Documents filed in the court shallmust be served on 

the attorney general (or state attorney in appeals to the circuit 

court). 

(2) Orders allowing withdrawal of counsel are 

conditional and counsel shallmust remain of record for the limited 

purpose of representing the defendant in the lower tribunal 

regarding any sentencing error the lower tribunal is authorized to 

address during the pendency of the direct appeal pursuant tounder 

Florida Rule of Criminal Procedure 3.800(b)(2). 

(e) Sentencing Errors.  [NO CHANGE] 

(f) Record. 

(1) Service. The clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust 

prepare and serve the record prescribed by rule 9.200 within 50 

days of the filing of the notice of appeal. However, the clerk of the 

lower tribunal shallmust not serve the record until all proceedings 

designated for transcription have been transcribed by the court 

reporter(s) and filed with the clerkin the lower tribunal. If the 

designated transcripts have not been filed by the date required for 

service of the record, the clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust file 
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with the court, and serve on all parties and any court reporter 

whose transcript has not been filed, a notice of inability to complete 

the record, listing the transcripts not yet received. In cases wherein 

which the transcripts are filed after a notice from the clerkof 

inability to complete the record, the clerk of the lower tribunal 

shallmust prepare and file the record within 20 days of receipt of 

the transcripts. An order granting an extension to the court reporter 

to transcribe designated proceedings shallwill toll the time for the 

clerk of the lower tribunal to serve this notice or the record on 

appeal. 

(2) Transcripts. 

(A) If a defendant’s designation of a transcript of 

proceedings requires expenditure of public funds, trial counsel for 

the defendant (in conjunction with appellate counsel, if possible) 

shallmust serve, within 10 days of filing the notice, a statement of 

judicial acts to be reviewed, and a designation to the approved court 

reporter or approved transcriptionist requiring preparation of only 

so much of the proceedings as fairly supports the issue raised. 

(B)  [NO CHANGE] 

(C) Except as permitted in subdivision (f)(2)(D) of 

this rule, the parties shallmust serve the designation on the 

approved court reporter or approved transcriptionist to file with the 

clerk of the lower tribunal the transcripts for the court and 

sufficient paper copies for all parties exempt from service by e-mail 

as set forth in Florida Rule of General Practice and Judicial 

Administration 2.516. 

(D) Nonindigent defendants represented by 

counsel may serve the designation on the approved court reporter 

or approved transcriptionist to prepare the transcripts. Counsel 

adopting this procedure shallmust, within 5 days of receipt of the 
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transcripts from the approved court reporter or approved 

transcriptionist, file the transcripts. Counsel shallmust serve notice 

of the use of this procedure on the attorney general and the clerk of 

the lower tribunal. Counsel shallmust attach a certificate to each 

transcript certifying that it is accurate and complete. When this 

procedure is used, the clerk of the lower tribunal upon conclusion 

of the appeal shallmust retain the transcript(s) for use as needed by 

the state in any collateral proceedings and shallmust not dispose of 

the transcripts without the consent of the attorney general. 

(E) In state appeals, the state shallmust serve a 

designation on the approved court reporter or approved 

transcriptionist to prepare and file with the clerk of the lower 

tribunal the transcripts and sufficient copies for all parties exempt 

from service by e-mail as set forth in Florida Rule of General 

Practice and Judicial Administration 2.516. Alternatively, the state 

may elect to use the procedure specified in subdivision (f)(2)(D) of 

this rule. 

(F)  [NO CHANGE] 

(3) Retention of Documents. Unless otherwise 

ordered by the court, the clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust 

retain any original documents. 

(4) Service of Copies. The clerk of the lower tribunal 

shallmust serve copies of the record to the court, attorney general, 

and all counsel appointed to represent indigent defendants on 

appeal. The clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust simultaneously 

serve copies of the index to all nonindigent defendants and, upon 

their request, copies of the record or portions thereof at the cost 

prescribed by law. 

(5) Return of Record. Except in death penalty cases, 

the court shallmust return to the lower tribunal, after final 
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disposition of the appeal, any portions of the appellate record that 

were not electronically filed. 

(6) Supplemental Record for Motion to Correct 

Sentencing Error Pursuant toUnder Florida Rule of Criminal 

Procedure 3.800(b)(2). 

(A) Transmission. 

(i) The clerk of circuit courtthe lower 

tribunal shallmust automatically supplement the appellate record 

with any motion pursuant tounder Florida Rule of Criminal 

Procedure 3.800(b)(2), any response, any resulting order, and any 

amended sentence. If a motion for rehearing is filed, the supplement 

shallmust also include the motion for rehearing, any response, and 

any resulting order. 

(ii) The clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust 

electronically transmit the supplement to the court within 20 days 

after the filing of the order disposing of the rule 3.800(b)(2) motion, 

unless a motion for rehearing is filed. If an order is not filed within 

60 days after the filing of the rule 3.800(b)(2) motion, and no motion 

for rehearing is filed, this 20-day period shallwill run from the 

expiration of the 60-day period, and the clerk of the lower tribunal 

shallmust include a statement in the supplement that no order on 

the rule 3.800(b)(2) motion was timely filed. 

(iii) If a motion for rehearing is filed, the clerk 

of the lower tribunal shallmust electronically transmit the 

supplement to the court within 5 days after the filing of the order 

disposing of the motion for rehearing. If an order disposing of the 

motion for rehearing is not filed within 40 days after the date of the 

order for which rehearing is sought, this 5-day period shallwill run 

from the expiration of the 40-day period, and the clerk of the lower 
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tribunal shallmust include a statement in the supplement that no 

order on the motion for rehearing was timely filed. 

(B) Transcripts. If any appellate counsel 

determines that a transcript of a proceeding relating to such a 

motion is required to review the sentencing issue, appellate counsel 

shallmust, within 5 days from the transmission of the supplement 

described in subdivision (f)(6)(A)(ii), designate those portions of the 

proceedings not on file deemed necessary for transcription and 

inclusion in the record. Appellate counsel shallmust file the 

designation with the court and serve it on the approved court 

reporter or approved transcriptionist. The procedure for this 

supplementation shallmust be in accordance with this subdivision, 

except that counsel is not required to file a revised statement of 

judicial acts to be reviewed, the approved court reporter or 

approved transcriptionist shallmust deliver the transcript within 15 

days, and the clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust supplement the 

record with the transcript within 5 days of its receipt. 

(g) Briefs.  

(1) Brief on the Merits. Initial briefs, including those 

filed pursuant tounder subdivision (g)(2)(A), shallmust be served 

within 30 days of transmission of the record or designation of 

appointed counsel, whichever is later. Additional briefs shallmust 

be served as prescribed by rule 9.210. 

(2) Anders Briefs. 

(A) If appointed counsel files a brief stating that 

an appeal would be frivolous, the court shallmust independently 

review the record to discover any arguable issues apparent on the 

face of the record. UpoOn the discovery of an arguable issue, other 

than an unpreserved sentencing, disposition, or commitment order 
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error, the court shallmust order briefing on the issues identified by 

the court. 

(B)  [NO CHANGE] 

(h) Post-Trial Release. 

(1) Appeal by Defendant.  [NO CHANGE] 

(2) Appeal by State. An incarcerated defendant 

charged with a bailable offense shallmust on motion be released on 

the defendant’s own recognizance pending an appeal by the state, 

unless the lower tribunal for good cause stated in an order 

determines otherwise. 

(3) Denial of Post-Trial Release. All orders denying 

post-trial release shallmust set forth the factual basis on which the 

decision was made and the reasons therefor. 

(4) Review. Review of an order relating to post-trial 

release shallwill be by the court on motion. 

(i) Scope of Review. The court shallmust review all rulings 

and orders appearing in the record necessary to pass upon the 

grounds of an appeal. In the interest of justice, the court may grant 

any relief to which any party is entitled. 

Committee Notes 

1977 Amendment–2020 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE] 

Court Commentary 

[NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.141. REVIEW PROCEEDINGS IN COLLATERAL OR 

POSTCONVICTION CRIMINAL CASES 

(a) Death Penalty Cases.  [NO CHANGE] 

(b) Appeals from Postconviction Proceedings Under 

Florida Rules of Criminal Procedure 3.800(a), 3.801, 3.802, 

3.850, or 3.853. 

(1) Applicability of Civil Appellate Procedures. 

Appeal proceedings under this subdivision shallwill be as in civil 

cases, except as modified by this rule. 

(2) Summary Grant or Denial of All Claims Raised in 

a Motion Without Evidentiary Hearing. 

(A) Record. When a motion for postconviction 

relief under rules 3.800(a), 3.801, 3.802, 3.850, or 3.853 is granted 

or denied without an evidentiary hearing, the clerk of the lower 

tribunal shallmust electronically transmit to the court, as the 

record, the motion, response, reply, order on the motion, motion for 

rehearing, response, reply, order on the motion for rehearing, and 

attachments to any of the foregoing, together with the certified copy 

of the notice of appeal.  

(B) Index. The clerk of the lower tribunal 

shallmust index and paginate the record and send copies of the 

index and record to the parties. 

(C) Briefs or Responses.  

(i) Briefs are not required, but the appellant 

may serve an initial brief within 30 days of filing the notice of 

appeal. The appellee need not file an answer brief unless directed by 

the court. The initial brief shallmust comply with the word count (if 

computer-generated) or page limits (if handwritten or typewritten) 
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set forth in rule 9.210 for initial briefs. The appellant may serve a 

reply brief as prescribed by rule 9.210. 

(ii) The court may request a response from 

the appellee before ruling, regardless of whether the appellant filed 

an initial brief. The appellant may serve a reply within 30 days after 

service of the response. The response and reply shallmust comply 

with the word count (if computer-generated) or page limits (if 

handwritten or typewritten) set forth in rule 9.210 for answer briefs 

and reply briefs. 

(D) Disposition. On appeal from the denial of 

relief, unless the record shows conclusively that the appellant is 

entitled to no relief, the order shallmust be reversed and the cause 

remanded for an evidentiary hearing or other appropriate relief. 

(3) Grant or Denial of Motion after an Evidentiary 

Hearing was Held on 1 or More Claims. 

(A) Transcription. In the absence of designations 

to the court reporter, the notice of appeal filed by an indigent pro se 

litigant in a rule 3.801, 3.802, 3.850, or 3.853 appeal after an 

evidentiary hearing shallwill serve as the designation to the court 

reporter for the transcript of the evidentiary hearing. Within 5 days 

of receipt of the notice of appeal, the clerk of the lower tribunal 

shallmust request the appropriate court reporter to transcribe the 

evidentiary hearing and shallmust send the court reporter a copy of 

the notice, the date of the hearing to be transcribed, the name of 

the judge, and a copy of this rule. 

(B) Record. 

(i) When a motion for postconviction relief 

under rules 3.801, 3.802, 3.850, or 3.853 is granted or denied after 

an evidentiary hearing, the clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust 
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index, paginate, and electronically transmit to the court as the 

record, within 50 days of the filing of the notice of appeal, the notice 

of appeal, motion, response, reply, order on the motion, motion for 

rehearing, response, reply, order on the motion for rehearing, and 

attachments to any of the foregoing, as well as the transcript of the 

evidentiary hearing. 

(ii) Within 10 days of filing the notice of 

appeal, the appellant may direct the clerk of the lower tribunal to 

include in the record any other documents that were before the 

lower tribunal at the hearing.  

(iii) The clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust 

serve copies of the record on the attorney general, all counsel 

appointed to represent indigent defendants on appeal, and any pro 

se indigent defendant. The clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust 

simultaneously serve copies of the index on all nonindigent 

defendants and, at their request, copies of the record or portions of 

it at the cost prescribed by law. 

(C) Briefs. Initial briefs shallmust be served within 

30 days of service of the record or its index. Additional briefs 

shallmust be served as prescribed by rule 9.210. 

(c) Petitions Seeking Belated Appeal or Belated 

Discretionary Review. 

(1) Applicability.  [NO CHANGE] 

(2) Treatment as Original Proceedings. Review 

proceedings under this subdivision shallwill be treated as original 

proceedings under rule 9.100, except as modified by this rule. 

(3) Forum. Petitions seeking belated review shallmust 

be filed in the court to which the appeal or discretionary review 

should have been taken.  



37 

(4) Contents. The petition shallmust be in the form 

prescribed by rule 9.100, may include supporting documents, and 

shallmust recite in the statement of facts: 

(A)–(G)  [NO CHANGE] 

(5) Time Limits. 

(A) A petition for belated appeal shallmust not be 

filed more than 2 years after the expiration of time for filing the 

notice of appeal from a final order, unless it alleges under oath with 

a specific factual basis that the petitioner was unaware a notice of 

appeal had not been timely filed or was not advised of the right to 

an appeal or was otherwise prevented from timely filing the notice of 

appeal due to circumstances beyond the petitioner’s control, and 

could not have ascertained such facts by the exercise of reasonable 

diligence. In no case shallmay a petition for belated appeal be filed 

more than 4 years after the expiration of time for filing the notice of 

appeal. 

(B) A petition for belated discretionary review 

shallmust not be filed more than 2 years after the expiration of time 

for filing the notice to invoke discretionary review from a final order, 

unless it alleges under oath with a specific factual basis that the 

petitioner was unaware such notice had not been timely filed or was 

not advised of the results of the appeal, or was otherwise prevented 

from timely filing the notice due to circumstances beyond the 

petitioner’s control, and that the petitioner could not have 

ascertained such facts by the exercise of reasonable diligence. In no 

case shallmay a petition for belated discretionary review be filed 

more than 4 years after the expiration of time for filing the notice to 

invoke discretionary review from a final order. 

(6) Procedure. 
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(A) The petitioner shallmust serve a copy of a 

petition for belated appeal on the attorney general and state 

attorney. The petitioner shallmust serve a copy of a petition for 

belated discretionary review on the attorney general. 

(B)–(C)  [NO CHANGE] 

(D) An order granting a petition for belated appeal 

shallmust be filed with the lower tribunal and treated as the notice 

of appeal, if no previous notice has been filed. An order granting a 

petition for belated discretionary review or belated appeal of a 

decision of a district court of appeal shallmust be filed with the 

district court of appeal and treated as a notice to invoke 

discretionary jurisdiction or notice of appeal, if no previous notice 

has been filed. 

(d) Petitions Alleging Ineffective Assistance of Appellate 

Counsel. 

(1) Applicability.   [NO CHANGE] 

(2) Treatment as Original Proceedings. Review 

proceedings under this subdivision shallwill be treated as original 

proceedings under rule 9.100, except as modified by this rule. 

(3) Forum. Petitions alleging ineffective assistance of 

appellate counsel shallmust be filed in the court to which the 

appeal was taken. 

(4) Contents. The petition shallmust be in the form 

prescribed by rule 9.100, may include supporting documents, and 

shallmust recite in the statement of facts: 

(A)–(F)  [NO CHANGE] 
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(5) Time Limits. A petition alleging ineffective 

assistance of appellate counsel on direct review shallmust not be 

filed more than 2 years after the judgment and sentence become 

final on direct review unless it alleges under oath with a specific 

factual basis that the petitioner was affirmatively misled about the 

results of the appeal by counsel. In no case shallmay a petition 

alleging ineffective assistance of appellate counsel on direct review 

be filed more than 4 years after the judgment and sentence become 

final on direct review. 

(6) Procedure. 

(A) The petitioner shallmust serve a copy of the 

petition on the attorney general. 

(B)–(C)  [NO CHANGE] 

Committee Notes 

2000 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.142. PROCEDURES FOR REVIEW IN DEATH PENALTY 

CASES 

(a) Procedure in Death Penalty Appeals. 

(1) Record. 

(A) When the notice of appeal is filed in the 

supreme court, the chief justice will direct the appropriate chief 

judge of the circuit court to monitor the preparation of the complete 

record for timely filing in the supreme court. Transcripts of all 

proceedings conducted in the lower tribunal shallmust be included 

in the record under these rules.  

(B) The complete record in a death penalty appeal 

shallmust include all items required by rule 9.200 and by any order 

issued by the supreme court. In any appeal following the initial 

direct appeal, the record shallmust exclude any materials already 

transmitted to the supreme court as the record in any prior appeal. 

The clerk of the lower tribunalcircuit court shallmust retain a copy 

of the complete record when it transmits the record to the supreme 

court. 

(C) The supreme court shallmust take judicial 

notice of the appellate records in all prior appeals and writ 

proceedings involving a challenge to the same judgment of 

conviction and sentence of death. Appellate records subject to 

judicial notice under this subdivision shallmust not be duplicated 

in the record transmitted for the appeal under review. 

(2) Briefs; Transcripts. After the record is filed, the 

clerk of the supreme court will promptly establish a briefing 

schedule allowing the defendant 60 days from the date the record is 

filed, the state 50 days from the date the defendant’s brief is served, 

and the defendant 40 days from the date the state’s brief is served 
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to serve their respective briefs. On appeals from orders ruling on 

applications for relief under Florida Rules of Criminal Procedure 

3.851 or 3.853, and on resentencing matters, the schedules set 

forth in rule 9.140(g) will control. 

(3)–(4)  [NO CHANGE] 

(5) Scope of Review. On direct appeal in death penalty 

cases, whether or not insufficiency of the evidence is an issue 

presented for review, the court shallmust review the issue and, if 

necessary, remand for the appropriate relief. 

(b) Petitions for Extraordinary Relief. 

(1) Treatment as Original Proceedings. Review 

proceedings under this subdivision shallwill be treated as original 

proceedings under rule 9.100, except as modified by this rule. 

(2) Contents. Any petition filed pursuant tounder this 

subdivision shallmust be in the form prescribed by rule 9.100, may 

include supporting documents, and shallmust recite in the 

statement of facts: 

(A)–(E)  [NO CHANGE] 

(3) Petitions Seeking Belated Appeal. 

(A) Contents. A petition for belated appeal 

shallmust include a detailed allegation of the specific acts sworn to 

by the petitioner or petitioner’s counsel that constitute the basis for 

entitlement to belated appeal, including whether the petitioner 

requested counsel to proceed with the appeal and the date of any 

such request, whether counsel misadvised the petitioner as to the 

availability of appellate review or the filing of the notice of appeal, or 

whether there were circumstances unrelated to counsel’s action or 

inaction, including names of individuals involved and date(s) of the 
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occurrence(s), that were beyond the petitioner’s control and 

otherwise interfered with the petitioner’s ability to file a timely 

appeal.  

(B) Time limits. A petition for belated appeal 

shallmust not be filed more than 1 year after the expiration of time 

for filing the notice of appeal from a final order denying rule 3.851 

relief, unless it alleges under oath with a specific factual basis that 

the petitioner:  

(i) was unaware an appeal had not been 

timely filed, was not advised of the right to an appeal, was 

misadvised as to the right to an appeal, or was prevented from 

timely filing a notice of appeal due to circumstances beyond the 

petitioner’s control; and  

(ii) could not have ascertained such facts by 

the exercise of due diligence. 

     In no case shallmay a petition for belated appeal be filed more 

than 2 years after the expiration of time for filing the notice of 

appeal. 

(4) Petitions Alleging Ineffective Assistance of 

Appellate Counsel. 

(A) Contents. A petition alleging ineffective 

assistance of appellate counsel shallmust include detailed 

allegations of the specific acts that constitute the alleged ineffective 

assistance of counsel on direct appeal. 

(B) Time limits. A petition alleging ineffective 

assistance of appellate counsel shallmust be filed simultaneously 

with the initial brief in the appeal from the lower tribunal’s order on 

the defendant’s application for relief under Florida Rule of Criminal 

Procedure 3.851.  
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(c) Petitions Seeking Review of Nonfinal Orders in Death 

Penalty Postconviction Proceedings. 

(1) Applicability.  [NO CHANGE] 

(2) Treatment as Original Proceedings. Review 

proceedings under this subdivision shallwill be treated as original 

proceedings under rule 9.100 unless modified by this subdivision. 

(3) Commencement; Parties. 

(A) Jurisdiction of the supreme court shallmust be 

invoked by filing a petition with the clerk of the supreme court 

within 30 days of rendition of the nonfinal order to be reviewed. A 

copy of the petition shallmust be served on the opposing party and 

furnished to the judge who issued the order to be reviewed. 

(B) [NO CHANGE] 

(4) Contents. The petition shallmust be in the form 

prescribed by rule 9.100, and shallmust contain: 

(A)–(G)  [NO CHANGE] 

(5) Appendix. The petition shallmust be accompanied 

by an appendix, as prescribed by rule 9.220, which shallmust 

contain the portions of the record necessary for a determination of 

the issues presented. 

(6) Order to Show Cause.  [NO CHANGE] 

(7) Response. No response shallwill be permitted 

unless ordered by the court. 

(8) Reply.  [NO CHANGE] 

(9) Stay.  [NO CHANGE] 
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(10) Other Pleadings. The parties shallmust not file any 

other pleadings, motions, replies, or miscellaneous documents 

without leave of court. 

(11) Time Limitations. Seeking review under this rule 

shallwill not extend the time limitations in rules 3.851 or 3.852. 

(d) Review of Dismissal of Postconviction Proceedings in 

Florida Rule of Criminal Procedure 3.851(i) Cases.  [NO 

CHANGE] 

Committee Notes 

2009 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE] 

Criminal Court Steering Committee Note 

[NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.145. APPEAL PROCEEDINGS IN JUVENILE 

DELINQUENCY CASES 

(a) Applicability. Appeal proceedings in juvenile 

delinquency cases shallwill be as in rule 9.140 except as modified 

by this rule. 

(b) Appeals by Child.  [NO CHANGE] 

(c) Appeals by the State. 

(1) Appeals Permitted.  [NO CHANGE] 

(2) Nonfinal State Appeals. If the state appeals a pre-

adjudicatory hearing order of the trial court, the notice of appeal 

must be filed within 15 days of rendition of the order to be reviewed 

and before commencement of the adjudicatory hearing. 

(A) A child in detention whose case is stayed 

pending a state appeal shallmust be released from detention 

pending the appeal if the child is charged with an offense that 

would be bailable if the child were charged as an adult, unless the 

lower tribunal for good cause stated in an order determines 

otherwise. The lower tribunal retains discretion to release from 

detention any child who is not otherwise entitled to release under 

the provisions of this rule. 

(B) If a child has been found incompetent to 

proceed, any order staying the proceedings on a state appeal 

shallwill have no effect on any order entered for the purpose of 

treatment. 

(d) References to Child. The appeal shallmust be entitled 

and docketed with the initials, but not the name, of the child and 

the court case number. All references to the child in briefs, other 
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documents, and the decision of the court shallmust be by initials. 

This subdivision does not apply to transcripts. 

(e) Confidentiality. All documents that are filed in paper 

format under seal shall remain sealed in the office of the clerk when 

not in use by the court, andFilings shallwill not be open to 

inspection except by the parties and their counsel, or as otherwise 

ordered. 

Committee Notes 

1996 Adoption.  [NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.146. APPEAL PROCEEDINGS IN JUVENILE 

DEPENDENCY AND TERMINATION OF PARENTAL 

RIGHTS CASES AND CASES INVOLVING 

FAMILIES AND CHILDREN IN NEED OF 

SERVICES 

(a) Applicability. Appeal proceedings in juvenile dependency 

and termination of parental rights cases and cases involving 

families and children in need of services shallwill be as in civil cases 

except to the extent those rules are modified by this rule. 

(b) Who May Appeal.  [NO CHANGE] 

(c) Stay of Proceedings. 

(1) Application. Except as provided by general law and 

in subdivision (c)(2) of this rule, a party seeking to stay a final or 

nonfinal order pending review shallmust file a motion in the lower 

tribunal, which shallwill have continuing jurisdiction, in its 

discretion, to grant, modify, or deny such relief, after considering 

the welfare and best interest of the child. 

(2) Termination of Parental Rights. The taking of an 

appeal shallwill not operate as a stay in any case unless pursuant 

tounder an order of the court or the lower tribunal, except that a 

termination of parental rights order with placement of the child with 

a licensed child-placing agency or the Department of Children and 

Families for subsequent adoption shallmust be suspended while the 

appeal is pending, but the child shallwill continue in custody under 

the order until the appeal is decided. 

(3) Review. RA party may seek review of a lower 

tribunal's orders entered by lower tribunals under this rule shall be 

by filing a motion in the court on motion. 

(d) Retention of Jurisdiction.  [NO CHANGE] 
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(e) References to Child or Parents. When the parent or 

child is a party to the appeal, the appeal shallmust be docketed 

and, with the exception of transcripts, any documents filed in the 

court shallmust be titled with the initials, but not the name, of the 

child or parent and the court case number. All references to the 

child or parent in briefs, documents other than transcripts, and the 

decision of the court shallmust be by initials. 

(f) Confidentiality. All documents that are filed in paper 

format under seal shall remain sealed in the office of the clerk of the 

court when not in use by the court, andFilings shallwill not be open 

to inspection except by the parties and their counsel, or as 

otherwise ordered, pursuant tounder Florida Rule of General 

Practice and Judicial Administration 2.420. 

(g) Special Procedures and Time Limitations Applicable 

to Appeals of Final Orders in Dependency or Termination of 

Parental Rights Proceedings. 

(1) Applicability.  [NO CHANGE] 

(2) The Record. 

(A) Contents. The record shallmust be 

prepared in accordance with rule 9.200, except as modified by this 

subdivision. 

(B) Transcripts of Proceedings. The appellant 

shallmust file a designation to the court reporter, including the 

name(s) of the individual court reporter(s), if applicable, with the 

notice of appeal. The designation shallmust be served on the court 

reporter on the date of filing and shallmust state that the appeal is 

from a final order of termination of parental rights or of 

dependency, and that the court reporter shallmust provide the 

transcript(s) designated within 20 days of the date of service.  
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Within 20 days of the date of service of the designation, the court 

reporter shallmust transcribe and file with the clerk of the lower 

tribunal the transcripts and sufficient copies for all parties exempt 

from service by e-mail as set forth in Florida Rule of General 

Practice and Judicial Administration 2.516. If extraordinary reasons 

prevent the reporter from preparing the transcript(s) within the 20 

days, the reporter shallmust request an extension of time, 

shallmust state the number of additional days requested, and 

shallmust state the extraordinary reasons that would justify the 

extension.  

(C) Directions to the Clerk, Duties of the Clerk, 

Preparation and Transmission of the Record. The appellant 

shallmust file directions to the clerk of the lower tribunal with the 

notice of appeal. The clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust 

electronically transmit the record to the court within 5 days of the 

date the court reporter files the transcript(s) or, if a designation to 

the court reporter has not been filed, within 5 days of the filing of 

the notice of appeal. When the record is electronically transmitted 

to the court, the clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust 

simultaneously electronically transmit the record to the Department 

of Children and Families, the guardian ad litem, counsel appointed 

to represent any indigent parties, and shallmust simultaneously 

serve copies of the index to all nonindigent parties, and, upon their 

request, copies of the record or portions thereof. The clerk of the 

lower tribunal shallmust provide the record in paper format to all 

parties exempt from electronic service as set forth in the Florida 

Rules of General Practice and Judicial Administration. 

(3) Briefs. 

(A) In General. Briefs shallmust be prepared and 

filed in accordance with rule 9.210(a)–(e), (g), and (h). 
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(B) Times for Service. The initial brief shallmust 

be served within 30 days of service of the record on appeal or the 

index to the record on appeal. The answer brief shallmust be served 

within 30 days of service of the initial brief. The reply brief, if any, 

shallmust be served within 15 days of the service of the answer 

brief. In any appeal or cross-appeal, if more than 1 initial or answer 

brief is authorized, the responsive brief shallmust be served within 

30 days after the last initial brief or within 15 days after the last 

answer brief was served. If the last authorized initial or answer brief 

is not served, the responsive brief shallmust be served within 30 

days after the last authorized initial brief or within 15 days after the 

last authorized answer brief could have been timely served. 

(4) Motions. 

(A) Motions for Appointment of Appellate 

Counsel; Authorization of Payment of Transcription Costs. A 

motion for the appointment of appellate counsel, when authorized 

by general law, and a motion for authorization of payment of 

transcription costs, when appropriate, shallmust be filed with the 

notice of appeal.  The motion and a copy of the notice of appeal 

shallmust be served on the presiding judge in the lower tribunal.  

The presiding judge shallmust promptly enter an order on the 

motion. 

(B) Motions to Withdraw as Counsel. If appellate 

counsel seeks leave to withdraw from representation of an indigent 

parent, the motion to withdraw shallmust be served on the parent 

and shallmust contain a certification that, after a conscientious 

review of the record, the attorney has determined in good faith that 

there are no meritorious grounds on which to base an appeal. The 

parent shall be permitted tomay file a brief pro se, or through 

subsequently retained counsel, within 20 days of the issuance of an 

order granting the motion to withdraw. Within 5 days of the 

issuance of an order granting the motion to withdraw, appellate 
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counsel shallmust file a notice with the court certifying that counsel 

has forwarded a copy of the record and the transcript(s) of the 

proceedings to the parent or that counsel is unable to forward a 

copy of the record and the transcript(s) of the proceedings because 

counsel cannot locate the parent after making diligent efforts. 

(C) Motions for Extensions of Time. An 

extension of time will be granted only for extraordinary 

circumstances in which the extension is necessary to preserve the 

constitutional rights of a party, or in which substantial evidence 

exists to demonstrate that without the extension the child’s best 

interests will be harmed.  The extension will be limited to the 

number of days necessary to preserve the rights of the party or the 

best interests of the child.  The motion shallmust state that the 

appeal is from a final order of termination of parental rights or of 

dependency, and shallmust set out the extraordinary circumstances 

that necessitate an extension, the amount of time requested, and 

the effect an extension will have on the progress of the case. 

(5) Oral Argument. A request for oral argument 

shallmust be in a separate document served by a party not later 

than the time when the first brief of that party is due. 

(6) Rehearing; Rehearing En Banc; Clarification; 

Certification; Issuance of Written Opinion. Motions for rehearing, 

rehearing en banc, clarification, certification, and issuance of a 

written opinion shallmust be in accordance with rules 9.330 and 

9.331, except that no response to these motions is permitted unless 

ordered by the court. 

(7) The Mandate. The clerk of the court shallmust 

issue such mandate or process as may be directed by the court as 

soon as practicable. 
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(h) Expedited Review. The court shallmust give priority to 

appeals under this rule. 

(i) Ineffective Assistance of Counsel for Parents’ 

Claims—Special Procedures and Time Limitations Applicable to 

Appeals of Orders in Termination of Parental Rights 

Proceedings Involving Ineffective Assistance of Counsel Claims. 

(1) Applicability. Subdivision (i) applies only to appeals 

to the district courts of appeal of orders in termination of parental 

rights proceedings involving a parent’s claims of ineffective 

assistance of counsel.  

(2) Rendition. A motion claiming ineffective assistance 

of counsel filed in accordance with Florida Rule of Juvenile 

Procedure 8.530 shallwill toll rendition of the order terminating 

parental rights under Florida Rule of Appellate Procedure 9.020 

until the lower tribunal files a signed, written order on the motion, 

except as provided by Florida Rules of Juvenile Procedure 8.530.  

(3)  [NO CHANGE] 

(4) Ineffective Assistance of Counsel Motion Filed 

After Commencement of Appeal. If an appeal is pending, a parent 

may file a motion claiming ineffective assistance of counsel 

pursuant tounder Florida Rule of Juvenile Procedure 8.530 if the 

filing occurs within 20 days of rendition of the order terminating 

parental rights.  

(A) Stay of Appellate Proceeding. A parent or 

counsel appointed pursuant tounder Florida Rule of Juvenile 

Procedure 8.530 shallmust file a notice of a timely filed, pending 

motion claiming ineffective assistance of counsel. The notice 

automatically stays the appeal until the lower tribunal renders an 

order disposing of the motion. 
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(B) Supplemental Record; Transcripts of 

Proceedings. The appellant shallmust file a second designation to 

the court reporter, including the name(s) of the individual court 

reporter(s). The appellant shallmust serve the designation on the 

court reporter on the date of filing and shallmust state that the 

appeal is from an order of termination of parental rights, and that 

the court reporter shallmust provide the transcript of the hearing 

on the motion claiming ineffective assistance of counsel within 20 

days of the date of service. Within 20 days of the date of service of 

the designation, the court reporter shallmust transcribe and file 

with the clerk of the lower tribunal the transcript and sufficient 

copies for all parties exempt from service by e-mail as set forth in 

the Florida Rules of General Practice and Judicial Administration. If 

extraordinary reasons prevent the reporter from preparing the 

transcript within the 20 days, the reporter shallmust request an 

extension of time, state the number of additional days requested, 

and state the extraordinary reasons that would justify the 

extension. 

(C) Duties of the Clerk; Preparation and 

Transmission of Supplemental Record. If the clerk of the circuit 

court has already transmitted the record on appeal of the order 

terminating parental rights, the clerk shallmust automatically 

supplement the record on appeal with any motion pursuant 

tounder Florida Rule of Juvenile Procedure 8.530, the resulting 

order, and the transcript from the hearing on the motion. The clerk 

shallmust electronically transmit the supplement to the court and 

serve the parties within 5 days of the filing of the order ruling on 

the motion, or within 5 days of filing of the transcript from the 

hearing on the motion by the designated court reporter, whichever 

is later.  

Committee Notes 

1996 Adoption–2009 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE]     
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RULE 9.147. APPEAL PROCEEDINGS TO REVIEW FINAL 

ORDERS DISMISSING PETITIONS FOR JUDICIAL 

WAIVER OF PARENTAL NOTICE AND CONSENT 

OR CONSENT ONLY TO TERMINATION OF 

PREGNANCY 

(a) Applicability. Appeal proceedings to review final orders 

dismissing a petition for judicial waiver of parental notice any 

consent or consent only to the termination of a pregnancy shallwill 

be as in civil cases, except as modified by this rule. 

(b) Fees. No filing fee shallwill be required for any part of an 

appeal of the dismissal of a petition for a judicial waiver of parental 

notice and consent or consent only to the termination of a 

pregnancy. 

(c) Transmission of Notice of Appeal and Electronic 

Record. If an unmarried minor or another person on her behalf 

appeals an order dismissing a petition for judicial waiver of parental 

notice and consent or consent only to the termination of a 

pregnancy, the clerk of the lower tribunal shall prepare and 

electronically transmit the record as described in rule 9.200(d) 

within 2 days from the filing of the notice of appeal.Within 2 days of 

the filing of the notice of appeal, the clerk of the lower tribunal must 

electronically transmit the notice of appeal and the record 

simultaneously. The clerk of the lower tribunal must prepare the 

record as described in rule 9.200(d).  

(d) Disposition of Appeal. The court shallmust render its 

decision on the appeal as expeditiously as possible and no later 

than 7 days from the transmittal of the recordreceipt of the notice of 

appeal. If no decision is rendered within that time period, the order 

shall beis deemed reversed, the petition shall beis deemed granted, 

and the clerk of the court shallmust place a certificate to that effect 
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in the file and provide the appellant, without charge, with a certified 

copy of the certificate. 

(e) Briefs and Oral Argument.  [NO CHANGE] 

(f) Confidentiality of Proceedings. The appeal and all 

proceedings thereinwithin shallmust be confidential so that the 

minor shall remain anonymous. The file shallmust remain sealed 

unless otherwise ordered by the court. 

(g) Procedure Following Reversal. If the dismissal of the 

petition is reversed on appeal, the clerk of the court shallmust 

furnish the appellant, without charge, with either a certified copy of 

the decision or the clerk of the court’s certificate for delivery to the 

minor’s physician. 

Committee Notes 

2014 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.160. DISCRETIONARY PROCEEDINGS TO REVIEW 

DECISIONS OF COUNTY COURTS 

(a) Applicability.  [NO CHANGE] 

(b) Commencement. Any appeal of a final order certified by 

the county court to beinvolve a question that may have statewide 

application, and that is of great public importance or will affect the 

uniform administration of justice, must be taken to the district 

court of appeal. Jurisdiction of the district court of appeal under 

this rule shallmust be invoked by filing a notice and the order 

containing certification, accompanied by any filing fees prescribed 

by law, with the clerk of the lower tribunal. The time for filing the 

appeal shallwill be the same as if the appeal were being taken to the 

circuit court. 

(c) Notice. The notice shallmust be in substantially the form 

prescribed by rule 9.900(a) or rule 9.900(c), depending on whether 

the order sought to be appealed is a final or a nonfinal order, except 

that such notice should refer to the fact of certification. Except in 

criminal cases, a A conformed copy of the order or orders 

designated in the notice of appeal shallmust be attached to the 

notice together with any order entered on a timely motion 

postponing rendition of the order or orders appealed. The notice 

shallmust be accompanied by any required filing fee except as 

provided in rule 9.430 for proceedings by indigents. 

(d) Method of Certification. The certification may be made 

in the order subject to appeal or in any order disposing of a motion 

that has postponed rendition as defined in rule 9.020(h). The 

certification shallmust include: 

(1) findings of fact and conclusions of law; and  
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(2) a concise statement of the issue or issues that may 

have statewide application, and that are of great public importance 

or will affect the uniform administration of justice. 

(e) Discretion. 

(1) Any party may suggest that an order be certified to 

beas involving a question that may have statewide application, and 

that is of great public importance or will affect the uniform 

administration of justice. However, the decision to certify shallwill 

be within the absolute discretion of the county court and may be 

made by the county court on its own motion. 

(2) The district court of appeal, in its absolute 

discretion, shallmust by order accept or reject jurisdiction. Until the 

entry of such order, temporary jurisdiction shallwill be in the 

district court of appeal. 

(f) Scope of Review. 

(1)  [NO CHANGE] 

(2) If the district court of appeal declines to accept the 

appeal, it shallmust transfer the case together with the filing fee to 

the circuit court that has appellate jurisdiction. 

(g) Record. The record shallmust be prepared and 

transmitted in accord with rule 9.110(e) or 9.140(f), depending on 

the nature of the appeal. 

(h) Briefs. The form of the briefs and the briefing schedule 

shallmust be in accord with rules 9.110(f), 9.140, 9.210, and 9.220, 

depending on the nature of the appeal. 

(i) Cross-Appeal. Cross-appeals shallwill be permitted 

according to the applicable rules only in those cases in which a 
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cross-appeal would have been authorized if the appeal had been 

taken to circuit court. 

(j) Applicability of Other Rules. All other matters 

pertaining to the appeal shallwill be governed by the rules that 

would be applicable if the appeal had been taken to circuit court.  

Committee Notes 

1984 Amendment–2020 Note.  [NO CHANGE] 

202_ Amendment. The language in section 34.017(1), Florida 

Statutes (1984), referred to as section 34.195, Florida Statutes, in 

the 1984 Committee Note and characterized as surplusage, was 

retained by the 2020 Legislature when it amended section 34.017, 

Florida Statutes (2020), and repealed sections 26.012(1)(c) and 

924.08, Florida Statutes. The present amendment conforms the 

language of the rule to the existing statutory language. 
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RULE 9.170. APPEAL PROCEEDINGS IN PROBATE AND 

GUARDIANSHIP CASES 

(a) Applicability. Appeal proceedings in probate and 

guardianship cases shallwill be as in civil cases, except as modified 

by this rule. 

(b) Appealable Orders. Except for proceedings under rule 

9.100 and rule 9.130(a), appeals of orders rendered in probate and 

guardianship cases shallwill be limited to orders that finally 

determine a right or obligation of an interested person as defined in 

the Florida Probate Code. Orders that finally determine a right or 

obligation include, but are not limited to, orders that: 

(1)–(25)  [NO CHANGE] 

(c) Record; Alternative Appendix. An appeal under this 

rule may proceed on a record prepared by the clerk of the lower 

tribunal or on appendices to the briefs, as elected by the parties 

within the time frames set forth in rule 9.200(a)(2) for designating 

the record. The clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust prepare a 

record on appeal in accordance with rule 9.200 unless the appellant 

directs that no record shallshould be prepared; a copy of such 

direction shallmust be served on the court when it is served on the 

clerk of the lower tribunal. However, aAny other party may direct 

the clerk of the lower tribunal to prepare a record in accordance 

with rule 9.200; a copy of such direction shallmust be served on the 

court when it is served on the clerk of the lower tribunal. If no 

record is prepared under this rule, the appeal shallmust proceed 

using appendices pursuant tounder rule 9.220. 

(d) Briefs. The appellant’s initial brief, accompanied by an 

appendix as prescribed by rule 9.220 (if applicable), shallmust be 

served within 70 days of filing the notice of appeal. Additional briefs 

shallmust be served as prescribed by rule 9.210. 
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(e) Scope of Review.  [NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.180. APPEAL PROCEEDINGS TO REVIEW WORKERS’ 

COMPENSATION CASES 

(a) Applicability. Appellate review of proceedings in workers’ 

compensation cases shallwill be as in civil cases except as 

specifically modified in this rule. 

(b) Jurisdiction. 

(1) Appeal. The First District Court of Appeal (the 

court) shallmust review by appeal any final order, as well as any 

nonfinal order of a lower tribunal that adjudicates: 

(A)–(C)  [NO CHANGE] 

(2) Waiver of Review; Abbreviated Final Orders. 

Unless a request for findings of fact and conclusions of law is timely 

filed, review by appeal of an abbreviated final order shallwill be 

deemed waived. The filing of a timely request tolls the time within 

which an abbreviated final order becomes final or an appeal may be 

filed. 

(3) Commencement. Jurisdiction of the court under 

this rule shallmust be invoked by filing a notice of appeal with the 

clerk of the lower tribunal within 30 days of the date the lower 

tribunal sends to the parties the order to be reviewed either by mail 

or by electronic means approved by the deputy chief judge, which 

date shallwill be the date of rendition. The filing fee prescribed by 

law must be provided to the clerk or a verified petition for relief of 

payment of the fee must be filed with the notice of appeal. 

(4) Notice of Appeal. The notice shallmust be 

substantially in the form prescribed by rule 9.900(a) or (c), and 

shallmust contain a brief summary of the type of benefits affected, 

including a statement setting forth the time periods involved which 

shallmust be substantially in the following form: 
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I hereby certify that this appeal affects only the following periods 

and classifications of benefits and medical treatment: 

1. Compensation for .....(TTD, TPD, wage loss, 

impairment benefits, PTD, funeral benefits, or death benefits)..... 

from .....(date)..... to .....(date)...... 

2. Medical benefits. 

3. Rehabilitation. 

4. Reimbursement from the SDTF for benefits paid 

from .....(date)..... to .....(date)...... 

5. Contribution for benefits paid from .....(date)..... to 

.....(date)...... 

(c) Jurisdiction of Lower Tribunal. 

(1) Substantive Issues.  [NO CHANGE] 

(2) Settlement. At any time before the record on 

appeal is transmitted to the court, the lower tribunal shallwill have 

the authority to approve settlements or correct clerical errors in the 

order appealed. 

(3) Relinquishment of Jurisdiction by Court to 

Consider Settlement. If, after the record on appeal is transmitted, 

settlement is reached, the parties shallmust file a joint motion 

stating that a settlement has been reached and requesting 

relinquishment of jurisdiction to the lower tribunal for any 

necessary approval of the settlement. The court may relinquish 

jurisdiction for a specified period for entry of an appropriate order. 

In the event the Division of Workers’ Compensation has advanced 

the costs of preparing the record on appeal or the filing fee, a copy 
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of the joint motion shallmust be furnished to the divisionDivision of 

Workers’ Compensation by the appellant. 

(A) Notice. On or before the date specified in the 

order relinquishing jurisdiction, the parties shallmust file a joint 

notice of disposition of the settlement with a conformed copy of any 

order entered on the settlement. 

(B) Costs. Any order approving a settlement 

shallmust provide where appropriate for the assessment and 

recovery of appellate costs, including any costs incurred by the 

divisionDivision of Workers’ Compensation for insolvent appellants. 

(d) Benefits Affected. Benefits specifically referenced in the 

notice of appeal may be withheld as provided by law pending the 

outcome of the appeal. Otherwise, benefits awarded shallmust be 

paid as required by law. 

(1) Abandonment. If the appellant or cross-appellant 

fails to argue entitlement to benefits set forth in the notice of appeal 

in the appellant’s or cross-appellant’s initial brief, the challenge to 

such benefits shallwill be deemed abandoned. If there is a dispute 

as to whether a challenge to certain benefits has been abandoned, 

the court upon motion shallwill make that determination. 

(2) Payments of Benefits When Challenged Benefits 

Are Abandoned.  [NO CHANGE] 

(3) Payment of Benefits After Appeal. If benefits are 

ordered paid by the court on completion of the appeal, they 

shallmust be paid, together with interest as required under section 

440.20, Florida Statutes, within 30 days after the court’s mandate. 

If the order of the court is appealed to the supreme court, benefits 

determined due by the court may be stayed in accordance with rule 
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9.310. Benefits ordered paid by the supreme court shallmust be 

paid within 30 days of the court’s mandate. 

(e) Intervention by Division of Workers’ Compensation. 

(1) District Court of Appeal.  [NO CHANGE] 

(2) Supreme Court of Florida. If review of an order of 

the court is sought in the supreme court, the divisionDivision of 

Workers’ Compensation may intervene in accordance with these 

rules. The clerk of the supreme court shallmust provide a copy of 

the pertinent documents to the divisionDivision of Workers’ 

Compensation. 

(3) Division of Workers' Compensation Not a Party 

Until Notice to Intervene Is Filed. Until the notice of intervention 

is filed, the divisionDivision of Workers’ Compensation shallwill not 

be considered a party. 

(f) Record Contents; Final Orders. 

(1) Transcript; Order; Other Documents. The record 

shallmust contain the claim(s) or petition(s) for benefits, notice(s) of 

denial, pretrial stipulation, pretrial order, trial memoranda, 

depositions or exhibits admitted into evidence, any motion for 

rehearing and response, order on motion for rehearing, transcripts 

of any hearings before the lower tribunal, and the order appealed. 

The parties may designate other items for inclusion in or omission 

from the record in accordance with rule 9.200. 

(2) Proffered Evidence. Evidence proffered but not 

introduced into evidence at the hearing shallwill not be considered 

unless its admissibility is an issue on appeal and the question is 

properly designated for inclusion in the record by a party. 
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(3) Certification; Transmission. The lower tribunal 

shallmust certify and transmit the record to the court as prescribed 

by these rules. 

(4) Stipulated Record. The parties may stipulate to the 

contents of the record. In such a case the record shallwill consist of 

the stipulated statement and the order appealed which the lower 

tribunal shallmust certify as the record on appeal. 

(5) Costs. 

(A) Notice of Estimated Costs. Within 5 days 

after the contents of the record have been determined under these 

rules, the lower tribunal shallmust notify the appellant of the 

estimated cost of preparing the record. The lower tribunal also 

shallmust notify the Division of Workers’ Compensation of the 

estimated record costs if the appellant files a verified petition to be 

relieved of costs and a sworn financial affidavit. 

(B) Deposit of Estimated Costs. Within 2015 

days after the notice of estimated costs is served, the appellant 

shallmust deposit a sum of money equal to the estimated costs with 

the lower tribunal. 

(C) Failure to Deposit Costs. If the appellant fails 

to deposit the estimated costs within the time prescribed, the lower 

tribunal shallmust notify the court, which may dismiss the appeal. 

(D) State Agencies; Waiver of Costs.  [NO 

CHANGE] 

(E) Costs. If additional costs are incurred in 

correcting, amending, or supplementing the record, the lower 

tribunal shallmust assess such costs against the appropriate party. 

If the Division of Workers’ Compensation is obligated to pay the 

costs of the appeal due to the appellant’s indigency, it must be 
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given notice of any proceeding to assess additional costs. Within 15 

days after the entry of the order assessing costs, the assessed party 

must deposit the sums so ordered with the lower tribunal. The 

lower tribunal shallmust promptly notify the court if costs are not 

deposited as required. 

(6) Transcript(s) of Proceedings. 

(A) Selection of Approved Court Reporter by 

Lower Tribunal. The deputy chief judge of compensation claims 

shallwill select an approved court reporter or an approved 

transcriptionist to transcribe any hearing(s). The deputy chief judge 

who makes the selection shallmust give the parties notice of the 

selection. 

(B) Objection to Court Reporter or 

Transcriptionist Selected. Any party may object to the court 

reporter or transcriptionist selected by filing written objections with 

the judge who made the selection within 2015 days after service of 

notice of the selection. Within 5 days after filing the objection, the 

judge shallmust hold a hearing on the issue. In such a case, the 

time limits mandated by these rules shallwill be appropriately 

extended. 

(C) Certification of Transcript by Court 

Reporter or Transcriptionist. The court reporter or 

transcriptionist selected by the deputy chief judge of compensation 

claims shallmust certify and deliver an electronic version of the 

transcript(s) to the clerk of the office of the judges of compensation 

claims. The transcript(s) shallmust be delivered in sufficient time 

for the clerk of the office of the judges of compensation claims to 

incorporate transcript(s) in the record. The court reporter or 

transcriptionist shallmust promptly notify all parties in writing 

when the transcript(s) is delivered to the clerk of the office of the 

judges of compensation claims. 
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(7) Preparation; Certification; Transmission of the 

Record. The deputy chief judge of compensation claims shallmust 

designate the person to prepare the record. The clerk of the office of 

the judges of compensation claims shallmust supervise the 

preparation of the record. The record shallmust be transmitted to 

the lower tribunal in sufficient time for the lower tribunal to review 

the record and transmit it to the court. The lower tribunal 

shallmust review the original record, certify that it was prepared in 

accordance with these rules, and within 60 days of the notice of 

appeal being filed transmit the record to the court. The lower 

tribunal shallmust provide Portable Document Format (“PDF”) file of 

the record to all counsel of record and all unrepresented parties. 

(8) Extensions.  [NO CHANGE] 

(9) Applicability of Rule 9.200. Rules 9.200(a)(3), (c), 

(d), and (f) shall apply to preparation of the record in appeals under 

this rule. 

(g) Relief From Filing Fee and Cost; Indigency. 

(1) Indigency Defined.  [NO CHANGE] 

(2) Filing Fee. 

(A)–(B)  [NO CHANGE] 

(C) Verified Petition; Contents. The verified 

petition or motion shallmust contain a statement by the appellant 

to be relieved of paying filing fees due to indigency and the 

appellant’s inability to pay the charges. The petition shallmust 

request that the lower tribunal enter an order or certificate of 

indigency. One of the following shallmust also be filed in support of 

the verified petition or motion: 
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(i) If the appellant is unrepresented by 

counsel, a financial affidavit; or 

(ii) If the appellant is represented by counsel, 

counsel shallmust certify that counsel has investigated: 

a.–b.  [NO CHANGE] 

Counsel shallmust also certify that counsel has not been paid or 

promised payment of a fee or other remuneration for such legal 

services except for the amount, if any, ultimately approved by the 

lower tribunal to be paid by the employer/carrier if such 

entitlement is determined by the court. 

(D) Service. The appellant shallmust serve a copy 

of the verified petition or motion of indigency, including the 

appellant’s financial affidavit or counsel’s certificate, whichever is 

applicable, on all interested parties and the clerk of the court. 

(E) Order or Certificate of Indigency. The lower 

tribunal shallmust review the verified petition or motion for 

indigency and supporting documents without a hearing, and if the 

lower tribunal finds compliance with section 57.081(1), Florida 

Statutes, may issue a certificate of indigency or enter an order 

granting said relief, at which time the appellant may proceed 

without further application to the court and without payment of any 

filing fees. If the lower tribunal enters an order denying relief, the 

appellant shallmust deposit the filing fee with the lower tribunal 

within 15 days from the date of the order unless timely review is 

sought by motion filed with the court. 

(3) Costs of Preparation of Record. 

(A) Authority. An appellant may be relieved in 

whole or in part from the costs of the preparation of the record on 

appeal by filing with the lower tribunal a verified petition to be 
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relieved of costs and a copy of the designation of the record on 

appeal. The verified petition to be relieved of costs shallmust 

contain a sworn financial affidavit as described in subdivision 

(g)(3)(D). 

(B) Time. The verified petition to be relieved of 

costs must be filed within 2015 days after service of the notice of 

estimated costs. A verified petition filed prior tobefore the date of 

service of the notice of estimated costs shallwill be deemed not 

timely. 

(C) Verified Petition; Contents. The verified 

petition shallmust contain a request by the appellant to be relieved 

of costs due to insolvency. The petition also shallmust include a 

statement by the appellant’s attorney or the appellant, if not 

represented by an attorney, that the appeal was filed in good faith 

and the court reasonably could find reversible error in the record 

and shallmust state with particularity the specific legal and factual 

grounds for that opinion. 

(D) Sworn Financial Affidavit; Contents. With 

the verified petition to be relieved of costs, the appellant shallmust 

file a sworn financial affidavit listing income and assets, including 

marital income and assets, and expenses and liabilities. 

(E) Verified Petition and Sworn Financial 

Affidavit; Service. The appellant shallmust serve a copy of the 

verified petition to be relieved of costs, including the sworn financial 

affidavit, on all interested parties, including the Division of Workers’ 

Compensation, the office of general counsel of the Department of 

Financial Services, and the clerk of the court. 

(F) Hearing on Petition to Be Relieved of Costs. 

After giving 15 days’ notice to the Division of Workers’ 

Compensation and all parties, the lower tribunal shallmust 
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promptly hold a hearing and rule on the merits of the petition to be 

relieved of costs. However, if no objection to the petition is filed by 

the division or a party within 3020 days after the petition is served, 

the lower tribunal may enter an order on the merits of the petition 

without a hearing. 

(G) Extension of Appeal Deadlines. If the petition 

to be relieved of the entire cost of the preparation of the record on 

appeal is granted, the 60-day period allowed under these rules for 

the preparation of the record shallwill begin to run from the date of 

the order granting the petition. If the petition to be relieved of the 

cost of the record is denied or only granted in part, the petitioner 

shallmust deposit the estimated costs with the lower tribunal, or file 

a motion requesting a determination of indigency, within 15 days 

from the date the order denying the petition is entered. The 60-day 

period allowed under these rules for the preparation of the record 

shallwill begin from the date the estimated cost is deposited with 

the lower tribunal. If the petition to be relieved of the cost of the 

record is withdrawn before ruling, then the petitioner shallmust 

deposit the estimated costs with the lower tribunal at the time the 

petition is withdrawn and the 60-day period for preparation of the 

record shallwill begin to run from the date the petition is 

withdrawn. 

(H) Payment of Cost for Preparation of Record 

by Administration Trust Fund. If the petition to be relieved of 

costs is granted, the lower tribunal may order the Workers’ 

Compensation Administration Trust Fund to pay the cost of the 

preparation of the record on appeal pending the final disposition of 

the appeal. The lower tribunal shallmust provide a copy of such 

order to all interested parties, including the division, general 

counsel of the Department of Financial Services, and the clerk of 

the court. 
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(I) Reimbursement of Administration Trust 

Fund If Appeal Is Successful. If the Administration Trust Fund 

has paid the costs of the preparation of the record and the 

appellant prevails at the conclusion of the appeal, the appellee 

shallmust reimburse the fund the costs paid within 30 days of the 

mandate issued by the court or supreme court under these rules. 

(h) Briefs and Motions Directed to Briefs. 

(1) Briefs; Final Order Appeals. Within 30 days after 

the lower tribunal certifies the record to the court, the appellant 

shallmust serve the initial brief. Additional briefs shallmust be 

served as prescribed by rule 9.210. 

(2) Briefs; Nonfinal Appeals. The appellant’s initial 

brief, accompanied by an appendix as prescribed by rule 9.220, 

shallmust be served within 15 days of filing the notice. Additional 

briefs shallmust be served as prescribed by rule 9.210. 

(3) Motions to Strike. Motions to strike a brief or 

portions of a brief will not be entertained by the court. However, a 

party, in its own brief, may call to the court’s attention a breach of 

these rules. If no further responsive brief is authorized, 

noncompliance may be brought to the court’s attention by filing a 

suggestion of noncompliance. Statements in briefs not supported by 

the record shallwill be disregarded and may constitute cause for 

imposition of sanctions. 

(i) Attorneys’ Fees and Appellate Costs. 

(1) Costs. Appellate costs shallmust be taxed as 

provided by law. Taxable costs shallwill include those items listed in 

rule 9.400 and costs for a transcript included in an appendix as 

part of an appeal of a nonfinal order. 
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(2) Attorneys’ Fees. A motion for attorneys’ fees 

shallmust be served in accordance with rule 9.400(b). 

(3) Entitlement and Amount of Fees and Costs. If 

the court determines that an appellate fee is due, the lower tribunal 

shallwill have jurisdiction to conduct hearings and consider 

evidence regarding the amount of the attorneys’ fee and costs due 

at any time after the mandate, if applicable, or the final order or 

opinion disposing of the case is issued, whichever is later. 

(4) Review. Review shallwill be in accordance with rule 

9.400(c). 

Committee Notes 

1996 Adoption–2011 Amendments.  [NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.200.  THE RECORD 

(a) Contents. 

(1) Except as otherwise designated by the parties, the 

record shallmust consist of all documents filed in the lower 

tribunal, all exhibits that are not physical evidence, and any 

transcript(s) of proceedings filed in the lower tribunal, except 

summonses, praecipes, subpoenas, returns, notices of hearing or of 

taking deposition, depositions, and other discovery. In criminal 

cases, when any exhibit, including physical evidence, is to be 

included in the record, the clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust 

not, unless ordered by the court, transmit the original and, if 

capable of reproduction, shallmust transmit a copy, including but 

not limited to copies of any tapes, CDs, DVDs, or similar 

electronically recorded evidence. The record shallmust also include 

a progress docket. 

(2) Within 10 days of filing the notice of appeal, an 

appellant may direct the clerk of the lower tribunal to include or 

exclude other documents or exhibits filed in the lower tribunal. The 

directions shallmust be substantially in the form prescribed by rule 

9.900(g). If the clerk of the lower tribunal is directed to transmit 

less than the entire record or a transcript of trial with less than all 

of the testimony, the appellant shallmust serve with such direction 

a statement of the judicial acts to be reviewed. Within 20 days of 

filing the notice, an appellee may direct the clerk of the lower 

tribunal to include additional documents and exhibits. 

(3) The parties may prepare a stipulated statement 

showing how the issues to be presented arose and were decided in 

the lower tribunal, attaching a copy of the order to be reviewed and 

as much of the record in the lower tribunal as is necessary to a 

determination of the issues to be presented. The parties shallmust 

advise the clerk of the lower tribunal of their intention to rely on a 
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stipulated statement in lieu of the record as early in advance of 

filing as possible. The stipulated statement shallmust be filed by the 

parties and transmitted to the court by the clerk of the lower 

tribunal within the time prescribed for transmittal of the record. 

(b) Transcript(s) of Proceedings. 

(1) Designation to Court Reporter. Within 10 days of 

filing the notice of appeal, the appellant shallmust designate those 

portions of the proceedings not on file deemed necessary for 

transcription and inclusion in the record and shallmust serve the 

designation on the approved court reporter, civil court reporter, or 

approved transcriptionist. Within 20 days of filing the notice of 

appeal, an appellee may designate additional portions of the 

proceedings and shallmust serve the designation on the approved 

court reporter, civil court reporter, or approved transcriptionist. 

Copies of designations shallmust be served on the approved court 

reporter, civil court reporter, or approved transcriptionist. Costs of 

the transcript(s) so designated shallwill be borne initially by the 

designating party, subject to appropriate taxation of costs as 

prescribed by rule 9.400. At the time of the designation, unless 

other satisfactory arrangements have been made, the designating 

party must make a deposit of 1/2 of the estimated transcript costs, 

and must pay the full balance of the fee on delivery of the completed 

transcript(s). 

(2) Court Reporter’s Acknowledgment. On service of 

a designation, the approved court reporter, civil court reporter, or 

approved transcriptionist shallmust acknowledge at the foot of the 

designation the fact that it has been received and the date on which 

the approved court reporter, civil court reporter, or approved 

transcriptionist expects to have the transcript(s) completed and 

shallmust serve the so-endorsed designation on the parties and file 

it with the clerk of the courtlower tribunal within 5 days of service. 

If the transcript(s) cannot be completed within 30 days of service of 
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the designation, the approved court reporter, civil court reporter, or 

approved transcriptionist shallmust request such additional time as 

is reasonably necessary and shallmust state the reasons therefor. If 

the approved court reporter, civil court reporter, or approved 

transcriptionist requests an extension of time, the court shallmust 

allow the parties 5 days in which to object or agree. The court 

shallmust approve the request or take other appropriate action and 

shallmust notify the reporter and the parties of the due date of the 

transcript(s). 

(3) Time for Service of Transcript. Within 30 days of 

service of a designation, or within the additional time provided for 

under subdivision (b)(2) of this rule, the approved court reporter, 

civil court reporter, or approved transcriptionist shallmust 

transcribe and file with the clerk of the lower tribunal the 

designated proceedings and shallmust serve copies as requested in 

the designation. If a designating party directs the approved court 

reporter, civil court reporter, or approved transcriptionist to furnish 

the transcript(s) to fewer than all parties, that designating party 

shallmust serve a copy of the designated transcript(s) on the parties 

within 10 days of receipt from the approved court reporter, civil 

court reporter, or approved transcriptionist.  

(4) Organization of Transcript. The transcript of the 

trial shallmust be filed with the clerk of the lower tribunal 

separately from the transcript(s) of any other designated 

proceedings. The transcript of the trial shallmust be followed by a 

master trial index containing the names of the witnesses, a list of 

all exhibits offered and introduced in evidence, and the pages where 

each may be found. The pages, including the index pages, 

shallmust be consecutively numbered, beginning with page 1. The 

pages shallmust not be condensed. 

(5) Statement of Evidence or Proceedings. If no 

report of the proceedings was made, or if the transcript is 
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unavailable, a party may prepare a statement of the evidence or 

proceedings from the best available means, including the party’s 

recollection. The statement shallmust be served on all other parties, 

who may serve objections or proposed amendments to it within 15 

days of service. Thereafter, the statement and any objections or 

proposed amendments shallmust be filed with the lower tribunal for 

settlement and approval. As settled and approved, the statement 

shallmust be included by the clerk of the lower tribunal in the 

record. 

(c) Cross-Appeals. Within 20 days of filing the notice of 

appeal, a cross-appellant may direct that additional documents, 

exhibits, or transcript(s) be included in the record. If less than the 

entire record is designated, the cross-appellant shallmust serve, 

with the directions, a statement of the judicial acts to be reviewed. 

The cross-appellee shallwill have 15 days after such service to 

direct further additions. The time for preparation and transmittal of 

the record shallwill be extended by 10 days. 

(d) Preparation and Transmission of Electronic Record. 

(1) The clerk of the lower tribunal shall prepare the 

record as follows: 

(A) The clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust 

assemble the record on appeal and prepare a cover page and a 

complete index to the record. The cover page shallmust include the 

name of the lower tribunal, the style and number of the case, and 

the caption RECORD ON APPEAL in 48-point bold font. Consistent 

with Florida Rule of General Practice and Judicial Administration 

2.420(g)(8), the index shallmust indicate any confidential 

information in the record and if the information was determined to 

be confidential in an order, identify such order by date or docket 

number and record page number. The clerk of the lower tribunal 

shallwill not be required to verify and shallwill not charge for the 
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incorporation of any transcript(s) into the record. The transcript of 

the trial shallmust be kept separate from the remainder of the 

record on appeal and shallmust not be renumbered by the clerk of 

the lower tribunal. The progress docket shallmust be incorporated 

into the record immediately after the index. 

(B) All pages of the record shallmust be 

consecutively numbered. Any transcripts other than the transcript 

of the trial shallmust continue the pagination of the record pages. 

Supplements permitted after the clerk of the lower tribunal has 

transmitted the record to the court shallmust be submitted by the 

clerk of the lower tribunal as separate Portable Document Format 

(“PDF”) files in which pagination is consecutive from the original 

record and continues through each supplement. 

(C) The entire record, except for the transcript of 

the trial, shallmust be compiled into a single PDF file. The PDF file 

shall be: 

(i)–(iii)  [NO CHANGE] 

(2) The transcript of the trial shallmust be converted 

into a second PDF file. The PDF file shallmust be: 

(A) text searchable; and 

(B) paginated to exactly match the pagination of 

the master trial index of the transcript of the trial filed under 

subdivision (b)(4). 

(3) The clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust certify the 

record, redact the PDF files of the record and the transcript of the 

trial pursuant tounder Florida Rule of General Practice and Judicial 

Administration 2.420(d), and transmit the redacted PDF files to the 

court by the method described in subdivisions (d)(4) of this rule. By 

request or standing agreement with the clerk of the lower tribunal, 
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counsel of record or a pro se party may obtain the record and the 

transcript of the trial that are unredacted to the extent permitted 

for access by the requestor. No formal motion shallwill be required. 

The clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust certify the less redacted 

record and transmit the PDF files to the court by the method 

described in subdivision (d)(4) of this rule or file a notice of inability 

to complete or transmit the record, specifying the reason. 

(4) The clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust transmit 

the record and the transcript of the trial to the court by uploading 

the PDF files: 

(A)–(B)  [NO CHANGE] 

(5) The court shallmust upload the electronic record to 

the electronic filing (e-filing) system docket. Attorneys and those 

parties who are registered users of the court’s e-filing system may 

download the electronic record in their case(s). 

(e) Duties of Appellant or Petitioner. The burden to ensure 

that the record is prepared and transmitted in accordance with 

these rules shallwill be on the petitioner or the appellant. Any party 

may enforce the provisions of this rule by motion. 

(f) Correcting and Supplementing Record. 

(1) [NO CHANGE] 

(2) If the court finds the record is incomplete, it 

shallmust direct a party to supply the omitted parts of the record. 

No proceeding shallwill be determined, because of an incomplete 

record, until an opportunity to supplement the record has been 

given. 

(3)  [NO CHANGE] 
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Committee Notes 

1977 Amendment–2015 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE]     
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RULE 9.210. BRIEFS 

(a) Generally. Unless otherwise ordered by the court, the 

only briefs permitted to be filed by the parties in any 1 proceeding 

are the initial brief, the answer brief, and a reply brief. A cross-reply 

brief is permitted if a cross-appeal has been filed or if the 

respondent identifies issues on cross-review in its brief on 

jurisdiction in the supreme court. All briefs required by these rules 

shallmust be prepared as follows: 

(1) The cover sheet of each brief shallmust state the 

name of the court, the style of the cause, including the case number 

if assigned, the lower tribunal, the party on whose behalf the brief 

is filed, the type of brief, and the name, address, and e-mail address 

of the attorney filing the brief. 

(2) Computer-generated briefs shallmust not exceed the 

word count limits of this subdivision. Handwritten or typewritten 

briefs shallmust not exceed the page limits of this subdivision. The 

word court or page limits for briefs shallwill be as follows: 

(A) Briefs on jurisdiction shallmust not exceed 

2,500 words or 10 pages. 

(B) Except as provided in subdivisions (a)(2)(C) 

and (a)(2)(D) of this rule, the initial and answer briefs shallmust not 

exceed 13,000 words or 50 pages and the reply brief shallmust not 

exceed 4,000 words or 15 pages. If a cross-appeal is filed or the 

respondent identifies issues on cross-review in its brief on 

jurisdiction in the supreme court, the appellee or respondent’s 

answer/cross-initial brief shallmust not exceed 22,000 words or 85 

pages, and the appellant or petitioner’s reply/cross-answer brief 

shallmust not exceed 13,000 words or 50 pages, not more than 

4,000 words or 15 pages of which shall be devoted to argument 

replying to the answer portion of the appellee or respondent’s 
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answer/cross-initial brief. Cross-reply briefs shallmust not exceed 

4,000 words or 15 pages.  

(C) In an appeal from a judgment of conviction 

imposing a sentence of death or from an order ruling after an 

evidentiary hearing on an initial postconviction motion filed under 

Florida Rule of Criminal Procedure 3.851, the initial and answer 

briefs shallmust not exceed 25,000 words or 100 pages and the 

reply brief shallmust not exceed 10,000 words or 35 pages. If a 

cross-appeal is filed, the appellee’s answer/cross-initial brief 

shallmust not exceed 40,000 words or 150 pages and the 

appellant’s reply/cross-answer brief shallmust not exceed 25,000 

words or 100 pages, not more than 10,000 words or 35 pages of 

which shall be devoted to argument replying to the answer portion 

of the appellee’s answer/cross-initial brief. Cross-reply briefs 

shallmust not exceed 10,000 words or 35 pages.  

(D) In an appeal from an order summarily denying 

an initial postconviction motion filed under Florida Rule of Criminal 

Procedure 3.851, a ruling on a successive postconviction motion 

filed under Florida Rule of Criminal Procedure 3.851, a finding that 

a defendant is intellectually disabled as a bar to execution under 

Florida Rule of Criminal Procedure 3.203, or a ruling on a motion 

for postconviction DNA testing filed under Florida Rule of Criminal 

Procedure 3.853, the initial and answer briefs shallmust not exceed 

75 pages. Reply briefs shallmust not exceed 25 pages. 

(E) The cover sheet, the tables of contents and 

citations, the certificates of service and compliance, and the 

signature block for the brief’s author shallwill be excluded from the 

word count andor page limits in subdivisions (a)(2)(A)–(a)(2)(D). For 

briefs on jurisdiction, the statement of the issues also shallwill be 

excluded from the word count or page limits in subdivision (a)(2)(A). 

All pages not excluded from the computation shallmust be 

consecutively numbered. The court may permit longer briefs. 
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(3)  [NO CHANGE] 

(b) Contents of Initial Brief. The initial brief shallmust 

contain the following, in order: 

(1)–(2)  [NO CHANGE] 

(3) a statement of the case and of the facts, which 

shallmust include the nature of the case, the course of the 

proceedings, and the disposition in the lower tribunal, with 

references to the appropriate pages of the record or transcript; 

(4)–(8)  [NO CHANGE] 

(c) Contents of Answer Brief. The answer brief shallmust 

be prepared in the same manner as the initial brief, provided that 

the statement of the case and of the facts may be omitted, if the 

corresponding section of the initial brief is deemed satisfactory. If a 

cross-appeal has been filed or the respondent identifies issues on 

cross-review in its brief on jurisdiction in the supreme court, the 

answer brief shallmust include the issues presented in the cross-

appeal or cross-review, and argument in support of those issues. 

(d) Contents of Reply Brief. The reply brief shallmust 

contain argument in response and rebuttal to argument presented 

in the answer brief. A table of contents, a table of citations, a 

certificate of service, and, for computer-generated briefs, a 

certificate of compliance shallmust be included in the same manner 

as in the initial brief. 

(e) Contents of Cross-Reply Brief. The cross-reply brief is 

limited to rebuttal of argument in the cross-answer brief. A table of 

contents, a table of citations, a certificate of service, and, for 

computer-generated briefs, a certificate of compliance shallmust be 

included in the same manner as in the initial brief. 
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(f) Contents of Briefs on Jurisdiction. Briefs on 

jurisdiction, filed pursuant tounder rule 9.120, shallmust contain a 

statement of the issues, a statement of the case and facts, the 

argument, the conclusion, a table of contents, a table of citations, a 

certificate of service, and, for computer-generated briefs, shallmust 

also include a certificate of compliance in the same manner as 

provided in subdivisions (a) and (b) of this rule. In the statement of 

the issues, petitioner shallmust identify any issues independent of 

those on which jurisdiction is invoked that petitioner intends to 

raise if the court grants review. Respondent, in its statement of the 

issues, shallmust clearly identify any affirmative issues, 

independent of those on which jurisdiction is invoked and 

independent of those raised by petitioner in its statement of the 

issues, that respondent intends to raise on cross-review if the court 

grants review. 

(g) Times for Service of Briefs. The times for serving 

jurisdiction and initial briefs are prescribed by rules 9.110, 9.120, 

9.130, and 9.140. Unless otherwise required, the answer brief 

shallmust be served within 30 days after service of the initial brief; 

the reply brief, if any, shallmust be served within 30 days after 

service of the answer brief; and the cross-reply brief, if any, 

shallmust be served within 30 days thereafter. In any appeal or 

cross-appeal, if more than 1 initial or answer brief is authorized, 

the responsive brief shallmust be served within 30 days after the 

last initial or answer brief was served.  If the last authorized initial 

or answer brief is not served, the responsive brief shallmust be 

served within 30 days after the last authorized initial or answer 

brief could have been timely served. 

(h) Citations.  [NO CHANGE] 

Committee Notes 

1977 Amendment–2020 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE] 
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Court Commentary 

[NO CHANGE]      
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RULE 9.310. STAY PENDING REVIEW 

(a) Application in Lower Tribunal. Except as provided by 

general law and in subdivision (b) of this rule, a party seeking to 

stay a final or nonfinal order pending review first shallmust file a 

motion in the lower tribunal, which shallwill have continuing 

jurisdiction, in its discretion, to grant, modify, or deny such relief. A 

stay pending review may be conditioned on the posting of a good 

and sufficient bond, other conditions, or both. 

(b) Exceptions. 

(1) Money Judgments.  [NO CHANGE] 

(2) Public Bodies; Public Officers. The timely filing of 

a notice shallwill automatically operate as a stay pending review, 

except in criminal cases, in administrative actions under the 

Administrative Procedure Act, or as otherwise provided by chapter 

120, Florida Statutes, when the state, any public officer in an 

official capacity, board, commission, or other public body seeks 

review; provided that an automatic stay shallwill exist for 48 hours 

after the filing of the notice of appeal for public records and public 

meeting cases. On motion, the lower tribunal or the court may 

extend a stay, impose any lawful conditions, or vacate the stay. 

(c) Bond. 

(1) Defined. A good and sufficient bond is a bond with 

a principal and a surety company authorized to do business in the 

State of Florida, or cash deposited in the circuit court clerk of the 

lower tribunal’s office. The lower tribunal shallwill have continuing 

jurisdiction to determine the actual sufficiency of any such bond. 

(2) Conditions. The conditions of a bond shallmust 

include a condition to pay or comply with the order in full, 

including costs; interest; fees; and damages for delay, use, 
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detention, and depreciation of property, if the review is dismissed or 

order affirmed; and may include such other conditions as may be 

required by the lower tribunal. 

(d) Judgment Against a Surety.  [NO CHANGE] 

(e) Duration. A stay entered by a lower tribunal shallwill 

remain in effect during the pendency of all review proceedings in 

Florida courts until a mandate issues, or unless otherwise modified 

or vacated. 

(f) Review. RA party may seek review of a lower tribunal's 

orders entered by lower tribunals under this rule shall be by filing a 

motion in the court on motion. The motion shallmust be filed as a 

separate document. 

Committee Notes 

1977 Amendment–1992 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.320. ORAL ARGUMENT 

(a) Requests. Oral argument may be permitted in any 

proceeding. A request for oral argument shallmust be in a separate 

document served by a party: 

(1) in appeals, not later than 15 days after the last brief 

is due to be served; 

(2) in proceedings commenced by the filing of a 

petition, not later than 15 days after the reply is due to be served; 

(3) in proceedings governed by rule 9.146, in 

accordance with rule 9.146(g)(5); and 

(4) in proceedings governed by rule 9.120, not later 

than the date the party’s brief on jurisdiction is due to be served, 

except that in proceedings in which jurisdiction is invoked under 

rule 9.030(a)(2)(A)(v), not later than 5 days after the filing of the 

notice to invoke discretionary review. 

(b)–(c)  [NO CHANGE] 

(d) Requests to the Supreme Court of Florida. A request 

for oral argument to the supreme court shallmust include a brief 

statement regarding why oral argument would enhance the 

supreme court’s consideration of the issues to be raised. A party 

may file a response to the request within 5 days of the filing of the 

request. No reply shallwill be permitted. 

Committee Notes  

1977 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.340. MANDATE 

(a) Issuance and Recall of Mandate. Unless otherwise 

ordered by the court or provided by these rules, the clerk of the 

court shallmust issue such mandate or process as may be directed 

by the court after expiration of 15 days from the date of an order or 

decision. A copy thereof, or notice of its issuance, shallmust be 

served on all parties. The court may direct the clerk of the court to 

recall the mandate, but not more than 120 days after its issuance. 

(b) Extension of Time for Issuance of Mandate. Unless 

otherwise provided by these rules, if a timely motion for rehearing, 

clarification, certification, or issuance of a written opinion has been 

filed, the time for issuance of the mandate or other process shallwill 

be extended until 15 days after rendition of the order denying the 

motion, or, if granted, until 15 days after the cause has been fully 

determined. 

(c) Entry of Money Judgment. If a judgment of reversal is 

entered that requires the entry of a money judgment on a verdict, 

the mandate shallwill be deemed to require such money judgment 

to be entered as of the date of the verdict. 

Committee Notes 

1977 Amendment–1984 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.360. PARTIES 

(a) Joinder for Realignment as Appellant or Petitioner. 

An appellee or respondent who desires to realign as an appellant or 

petitioner shallmust serve a notice of joinder no later than the latest 

of the following:  

(1) within 15 days of service of a timely filed notice of 

appeal or petition;  

(2) within the time prescribed for filing a notice of 

appeal; or 

(3) within the time prescribed in rule 9.100(c).  

The notice of joinder, accompanied by any filing fees prescribed by 

law, shallmust be filed in the court either before service or 

immediately thereafter. The body of the notice shallmust set forth 

the proposed new caption. The notice shallmust be accompanied by 

any required filing fee except as provided in rule 9.430 for 

proceedings by indigents. UpoOn filing of the notice and payment of 

the fee, the clerk of the court shallmust change the caption to 

reflect the realignment of the parties in the notice. 

(b) Attorneys; Representatives; Guardians Ad Litem. 

Attorneys, representatives, and guardians ad litem in the lower 

tribunal shallwill retain their status in the court unless others are 

duly appointed or substituted; however, for limited representation 

proceedings under rule 9.440 or Florida Family Law Rule of 

Procedure 12.040, representation terminates upon the filing of a 

notice of completion titled “Termination of Limited Appearance” 

pursuant tounder rule 9.440 or rule 12.040(c). 

(c) Substitution of Parties. 
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(1) If substitution of a party is necessary for any 

reason, the court may so order on its own motion or that of a party. 

(2) Public officers as parties in their official capacities 

may be described by their official titles rather than by name. Their 

successors in office shallmust be automatically substituted as 

parties. 

(3) If a party dies while a proceeding is pending and 

that party’s rights survive, the court may order the substitution of 

the proper party on its own motion or that of any interested person. 

(4) If a person entitled to file a notice of appeal dies 

before filing and that person’s rights survive, the notice may be filed 

by the personal representative, the person’s attorney, or, if none, by 

any interested person. Following filing, the proper party shallmust 

be substituted. 

Committee Notes 

1977 Amendment–2018 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.420. FILING; SERVICE; COMPUTATION OF TIME 

(a) Filing. 

(1) Generally.  [NO CHANGE] 

(2) Inmate Filing. The filing date of a document filed 

by a pro se inmate confined in an institution shallwill be presumed 

to be the date it is stamped for filing by the clerk of the court, 

except as follows: 

(A) the document shallmust be presumed to be 

filed on the date the inmate places it in the hands of an 

institutional official for mailing if the institution has a system 

designed for legal mail, the inmate uses that system, and the 

institution’s system records that date; or 

(B) the document shallmust be presumed to be 

filed on the date reflected on a certificate of service contained in the 

document if the certificate is in substantially the form prescribed by 

subdivision (d)(1) of this rule and either: 

(i)–(ii)  [NO CHANGE] 

(b) Service. 

(1) By a Party or Amicus Curiae. All documents 

shallmust be filed either before service or immediately thereafter. A 

copy of all documents filed under these rules shallmust, before 

filing or immediately thereafter, be served on each of the parties. 

The lower tribunal, before the record is transmitted, or the court, on 

motion, may limit the number of copies to be served. 

(2) By the Clerk of the Court. A copy of all orders and 

decisions shallmust be transmitted, in the manner set forth for 

service in rule 9.420(c), by the clerk of the court to all parties at the 
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time of entry of the order or decision, without first requiring 

payment of any costs for the copies of those orders and decisions. 

Prior toBefore the court’s entry of an order or decision, the court 

may require that the parties furnish the court with stamped, 

addressed envelopes for transmission of the order or decision. 

(c) Method of Service. Service of every document filed in a 

proceeding governed by these rules (including any briefs, motions, 

notices, responses, petitions, and appendices) shallmust be made in 

conformity with the requirements of Florida Rule of General Practice 

and Judicial Administration 2.516(b), except that petitions invoking 

the original jurisdiction of the court under rule 9.030(a)(3), (b)(3), or 

(c)(3) shall be served both by e-mail pursuant to rule 2.516(b)(1) 

and in paper format pursuant to rule 2.516(b)(2). Service of any 

document required to be served but not filed contemporaneously 

shallmust be made in conformity with the requirements of Florida 

Rule of General Practice and Judicial Administration 2.516, unless 

a court orders, a statute specifies, or a supreme court 

administrative order specifies a different means of service.  

(d) Proof of Service. A certificate of service by an attorney 

that complies in substance with the requirements of Florida Rule of 

General Practice and Judicial Administration 2.516(f) and a 

certificate of service by a pro se party that complies in substance 

with the appropriate form below shallwill be taken as prima facie 

proof of service in compliance with these rules. The certificate 

shallmust specify the party each attorney represents. 

(1) By Pro Se Inmate: 

I certify that I placed this document in the hands of .....(here 

insert name of institution official)..... for mailing to .....(here insert 

name or names and addresses used for service)..... on .....(date)...... 
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…..(name)….. 

…..(address)….. 

…..(prison identification 

number)….. 

(2) By Other Pro Se Litigants: 

I certify that a copy hereof has been furnished to .....(here 

insert name or names and addresses used for service)..... by .....(e-

mail) (delivery) (mail)..... on .....(date)...... 

       

…..(name)….. 

…..(address)….. 

…..(phone number)….. 

(e) Computation. Computation of time shallwill be governed 

by Florida Rule of General Practice and Judicial Administration 

2.514. 

Committee Notes 

1977 Amendment–2014 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE] 

Court Commentary  

[NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.430. PROCEEDINGS BY INDIGENTS 

(a) Appeals. A party who has the right to seek review by 

appeal without payment of costs shallmust, unless the court directs 

otherwise, file a signed application for determination of indigent 

status with the clerk of the lower tribunal, using an application 

form approved by the supreme court for use by circuit court clerks 

of the lower tribunal. The clerk of the lower tribunal’s reasons for 

denying the application shallmust be stated in writing and are 

reviewable by the lower tribunal. Review of decisions by the lower 

tribunal shallwill be by motion filed in the court. 

(b) Appeals and Discretionary Reviews in the Supreme 

Court.  [NO CHANGE] 

(c) Original Proceedings. A party who seeks review by an 

original proceeding under rule 9.100 without the payment of costs 

shallmust, unless the court directs otherwise, file with the court a 

motion to proceed in forma pauperis. If the motion is granted, the 

party may proceed without further application to the court. 

(d) Incarcerated Parties. 

(1) Presumptions.  [NO CHANGE] 

(2) Non-Criminal Proceedings. Except in cases 

involving criminal or collateral proceedings, an application for 

determination of indigent status filed under this rule by a person 

who has been convicted of a crime and is incarcerated for that 

crime or who is being held in custody pending extradition or 

sentencing shallmust contain substantially the same information as 

required by an application form approved by the supreme court for 

use by circuit court clerks of the lower tribunal. The determination 

of whether the case involves an appeal from an original criminal or 

collateral proceeding depends on the substance of the issues raised 
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and not on the form or title of the petition or complaint. In these 

non-criminal cases, the clerk of the lower tribunal shallmust, to the 

extent required by general law, require the party to make a partial 

prepayment of court costs or fees and to make continued partial 

payments until the full amount is paid. 

(e) Parties in Juvenile Dependency and Termination of 

Parental Rights Cases; Presumption.  [NO CHANGE] 

Committee Notes 

1977 Adoption–2008 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.440. ATTORNEYS 

(a) Foreign Attorneys. An attorney who is an active member 

in good standing of the bar of another state may be permitted to 

appear in a proceeding upon compliance with Florida Rule of 

General Practice and Judicial Administration 2.510. 

(b) Limiting Appearance. An attorney of record for a party 

in an appeal or original proceeding governed by these rules shallwill 

be the attorney of record throughout the same appeal or original 

proceeding unless at the time of appearance the attorney files a 

notice specifically limiting the attorney’s appearance only to a 

particular matter or portion of the proceeding in which the attorney 

appears. 

(c) Scope of Representation. If an attorney appears for a 

particular limited matter or portion of a proceeding, as provided by 

this rule, that attorney shallwill be deemed “of record” for only that 

particular matter or portion of the proceeding. The notice of limited 

appearance shall be substantially in the form prescribed by rule 

9.900(n). If the party designates e-mail address(es) for service on 

and by that party, the party’s e-mail address(es) shallmust also be 

included. At the conclusion of such matter or that portion of the 

proceeding, the attorney’s role terminates without the necessity of 

leave of court upon the attorney filing a notice of completion of 

limited appearance. The notice, which shall be titled “Termination of 

Limited Appearance,” of termination of limited appearance shall be 

substantially in the form prescribed by rule 9.900(n) and shallmust 

include the names and last known addresses of the person(s) 

represented by the withdrawing attorney. 

(d) Withdrawal of Attorneys; Substitution of Attorneys.  

(1) UnlessIf an attorney complies with subdivisions (b) 

and (c) of this rule, the attorney may withdraw without leave of 

court.  
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(2) If an attorney from the same firm, company, or 

governmental agency has already appeared on behalf of the client or 

is the proposed substitute counsel, withdrawal and substitution 

may be completed by filing a notice under the Florida Rules of 

General Practice and Judicial Administration. A copy of the notice 

must be served on the client and adverse parties. 

(3) All other attorneys must first seek leave of court an 

attorney shall not be permitted to withdraw unless the withdrawal 

is approved by the court. The attorney shallmust file a motion for 

that purpose stating the reasons for withdrawal and the client’s 

address. A copy of the motion shallmust be served on the client and 

adverse parties. 

Committee Notes 

1977 Amendment–2022 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.800. UNIFORM CITATION SYSTEM 

This rule applies to all legal documents, including court 

opinions. Except for citations to case reporters, all citation forms 

should be spelled out in full if used as an integral part of a sentence 

either in the text or in footnotes. Abbreviated forms as shown in 

this rule should be used if the citation is intended to stand alone 

either in the text or in footnotes. 

(a)–(o)  [NO CHANGE] 

(p) Other Citations. AFor all other citations shall be in, use 

the form prescribed by the latest edition of The Bluebook: A Uniform 

System of Citation, The Harvard Law Review Association, Gannett 

House, Cambridge, MA 02138. CFor citations not covered in this 

rule or in The Bluebook, shall be inuse the form prescribed by the 

latest edition of the Florida Style Manual (available at 

www.law.fsu.edu/lawreview/florida-style-manualonline) published 

by the Florida State University Law Review, Tallahassee, FL 32306. 

(q) Case Names. CUnderscore or italicize case names shall 

be underscored or italicized in text and in footnotes. 

Committee Notes 

1977 Adoption–2011 Amendment.  [NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 9.900. FORMS 

(a) Notice of Appeal. 

IN THE .....(NAME OF THE LOWER 

TRIBUNAL WHOSE ORDER IS TO 

BE REVIEWED)..... 

 

Case No.      

            ,) 

Defendant/Appellant,  ) 

     ) 

v.     )   NOTICE OF APPEAL 

     ) 

    ,) 

Plaintiff/Appellee.   ) 

     ) 

NOTICE IS GIVEN that   , Defendant/Appellant, appeals to the 

.....(name of court that has appellate jurisdiction)....., the order of this court 

rendered [see rule 9.020(h)] .....(date)...... [Conformed copies of orders 

designated in the notice of appeal shallmust be attached in accordance with 

rules 9.110(d), and 9.160(c).] The nature of the order is a final order .....(state 

nature of the order)...... [If a motion postponing rendition is pending in the 

lower tribunal, state the nature of the motion and the date it was filed.] 

       

Attorney for .....(name of party)..... 

.....(address, e-mail address, and 

phone number)..... 

Florida Bar No. .................... 
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(b) Notice of Cross-Appeal.  [NO CHANGE] 

(c) Notice of Appeal of Nonfinal Order. 

(1) Notice of Appeal of Nonfinal Order 

IN THE .....(NAME OF THE LOWER 

TRIBUNAL WHOSE ORDER IS TO 

BE REVIEWED)..... 

 

Case No.      

             ,) 

Defendant/Appellant,  ) 

     ) 

v.     )   NOTICE OF APPEAL OF A 

     )   NONFINAL ORDER 

             ,) 

Plaintiff/Appellee.   ) 

     ) 

     ) 

NOTICE IS GIVEN that             , Defendant/Appellant, appeals to 

the .....(name of court that has appellate jurisdiction)....., the order of this court 

rendered [see rule 9.020(h)] .....(date)...... [Conformed copies of orders 

designated in the notice of appeal shallmust be attached in accordance with 

rules 9.110(d), 9.130(c), and 9.160(c).] The nature of the order is a nonfinal 

order .....(state nature of the order)...... 

       

Attorney for .....(name of party)..... 

.....(address, e-mail address, and 

phone number)..... 

Florida Bar No. .................... 
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(2) Notice of Cross-Appeal of Nonfinal Order.  [NO CHANGE] 

(d) Notice to Invoke Discretionary Jurisdiction of Supreme Court.  

[NO CHANGE] 

(e) Notice of Administrative Appeal. 

IN THE .....(NAME OF AGENCY, 

OFFICER, BOARD, COMMISSION, 

OR BODY WHOSE ORDER IS TO BE 

REVIEWED)..... 

 

Case No.      

             ,) 

Defendant*/Appellant,  ) 

     ) 

v.     )   NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE 

     )   APPEAL 

             ,) 

Plaintiff*/Appellee.  ) 

     ) 

     ) 

NOTICE IS GIVEN that             , Appellant, appeals to the .....(name 

of court that has appellate jurisdiction)....., the order of this .....(name of 

agency, officer, board, commission, or body whose order is to be reviewed)..... 

rendered [see rule 9.020(h)] .....(date)...... [Conformed copies of orders 

designated in the notice of appeal shallmust be attached in accordance with 

rules 9.110(d) and 9.130(c).] The nature of the order is .....(state nature of the 

order)...... 

       

Attorney for .....(name of party)..... 

.....(address, e-mail address, and 

phone number)..... 

Florida Bar No. .................... 

*or other appropriate designation. 
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(f) Notice of Appeal of an Order Dismissing a Petition for a 

Judicial Waiver of Parental Notice and Consent or Consent Only to 

Termination of Pregnancy and Advisory Notice to Minor. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE  

   JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

(NUMERICAL DESIGNATION OF 

THE CIRCUIT) IN AND FOR    

COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 

Case No.      

In re: Petition for a Judicial  ) 

Waiver of Parental Notice and  ) 

Consent or Consent Only to  ) 

Termination of Pregnancy.  ) 

      )  NOTICE OF APPEAL 

(Your pseudonym or initials)  ) 

      ) 

Appellant.     ) 

      ) 

NOTICE IS GIVEN that .....(your pseudonym or initials)....., appeals to 

the .....(District Court of Appeal with appellate jurisdiction)....., the order of this 

court rendered .....(enter the date that the order was filed on the clerk’s of the 

lower tribunal's docket)..... [See rule 9.020(h)]. The nature of the order is a final 

order dismissing a petition for a judicial waiver of parental notice and consent 

or consent only to termination of pregnancy. 

Signature:       

(As signed on your petition for 

judicial waiver if you are 

representing yourself) 

Date:        

   OR 

Attorney for      

(pseudonym or initials of appellant) 

(address, e-mail address, and phone 

number of attorney) 

Florida Bar No.      
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ADVISORY NOTICE TO THE MINOR  
YOU ARE NOTIFIED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. You are entitled to appeal the order dismissing your petition for a 

judicial waiver of parental notice and consent or consent only to termination of 

pregnancy. You do not have to pay a filing fee for the appeal. 

2. If you wish to appeal, you must file a notice of appeal with the 

circuit court in which your case was heard. A form for the notice of appeal (Fla. 

R. App. P.Fla. R. App. P. 9.900(f)) will be provided to you with the order 

dismissing your petition. You must fill in every blank on the form with the 

information requested. If you need assistance with the form, the clerk of the 

circuit court will help you complete it. 

3. You must file the notice of appeal with the clerk of the circuit court 

where your case was heard. The notice of appeal must be filed within thirty (30) 

days of the date when the judge’s written order dismissing your petition was 

filed with the clerk of the circuit court. If you do not file your notice of appeal 

within this time period your appeal will not be heard. 

4. The notice of appeal is the only document you need to file in 

connection with your appeal. You may file a motion to seek permission to file a 

brief in your case, or to request oral argument of your case. These motions or 

any other motions or documents you file concerning your appeal, except the 

notice of appeal, must be mailed or delivered to the appellate court for filing, or 

electronically filed with the appellate court. The appellate court that will be 

reviewing your case is: 

The      District Court of Appeal 

        

        

(address of the District Court) 

Telephone number:       

(Note: The clerk of the circuit court will fill in the blanks above with the 

appropriate court information). 
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5. You may request a lawyer to represent you in your appeal. You 

must tell the judge who heard your petition for a judicial waiver of parental 

notice and consent or consent only to termination of pregnancy that you wish 

to have a lawyer appointed.  
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(g) Directions to Clerk of the Lower Tribunal. 

IN THE .....(NAME OF THE LOWER 

TRIBUNAL WHOSE ORDER IS TO 

BE REVIEWED)..... 

 

Case No.      

              ,) 

Plaintiff/Appellant,   ) 

      ) 

v.      )  DIRECTIONS TO CLERK 

      ) 

              ,) 

Defendant/Appellee.   ) 

      ) 

      ) 

Plaintiff/Appellant,   , directs the clerk to 

.....(include/exclude)..... the following items .....(in/from)..... the record 

described in rule 9.200(a)(1): 

ITEM     DATE FILED 

1. 

[List of Desired Items] 

2. 

Note: This form is necessary only if a party does not wish to rely on the 

record that will be automatically prepared by the clerk of the lower tribunal 

under rule 9.200(a)(1). 
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(h) Designation to Approved Court Reporter, Civil Court Reporter, 

or Approved Transcriptionist. 

IN THE .....(NAME OF THE LOWER 

TRIBUNAL WHOSE ORDER IS TO 

BE REVIEWED)..... 

 

Case No.      

 ,) 

Plaintiff/Appellant,  ) DESIGNATION TO APPROVED COURT 

  ) REPORTER, CIVIL COURT REPORTER, 

v.  ) OR APPROVED TRANSCRIPTIONIST, 

  ) AND REPORTER’S OR APPROVED 

 ,) TRANSCRIPTIONIST’S 

Defendant/Appellee.  ) ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

  ) 

  ) 

I. DESIGNATION 

Plaintiff/Appellant,    , files this Designation to Approved 

Court Reporter, Civil Court Reporter, or Approved Transcriptionist and directs 

.....(name of approved court reporter, civil court reporter, or approved 

transcriptionist)..... to transcribe the following portions of the trial proceedings 

to be used in this appeal [for cases where a party is exempt from service by 

electronic mail as set forth in the Florida Rules of General Practice and Judicial 

Administration, state the following, and provide paper copies of the 

transcript(s) in paper format]: 

1. The entire trial proceedings recorded by the reporter on 

.....(date)....., before the Honorable .....(judge)....., except     

  . 

2. [Indicate all other portions of reported proceedings.] 

3. The approved court reporter, civil court reporter, or approved 

transcriptionist is directed to file the original with the clerk of the lower 

tribunal and to serve one copy on each of the following: 

1. 
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2. 

3. 

I, counsel for appellant, certify that I have made satisfactory financial 

arrangements with the approved court reporter, civil court reporter, or 

approved transcriptionist for preparation of the transcript, and I have served a 

designation on the approved court reporter, civil court reporter, or approved 

transcriptionist. 

       

Attorney for .....(name of party)..... 

.....(address, e-mail address, and 

phone number)..... 

Florida Bar No. .................... 

 

II. APPROVED COURT REPORTER’S, CIVIL COURT REPORTER’S, OR 

   APPROVED TRANSCRIPTIONIST’S ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

1. The foregoing designation was served on .....(date)....., and received 

on .....(date)...... 

2. Satisfactory arrangements have ( ) have not ( ) been made for 

payment of the transcript cost. These financial arrangements were completed 

on .....(date)...... 

3. Number of trial or hearing days ____. 

4. Estimated number of transcript pages ____. 

5a. The transcript will be available within 30 days of service of the 

foregoing designation and will be filed on or before .....(date)...... 

OR 

5b. For the following reason(s) the approved court reporter, civil court 

reporter, or approved transcriptionist requests an extension of time of ____ 

days for preparation of the transcript that will be filed on or before 

.....(date)...... 
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6. Completion and filing of this acknowledgment by the approved 

court reporter, civil court reporter, or approved transcriptionist constitutes 

submission to the jurisdiction of the court for all purposes in connection with 

these appellate proceedings. 

7. The undersigned approved court reporter, civil court reporter, or 

approved transcriptionist certifies that the foregoing is true and correct and 

that a copy has been furnished by mail ( ) hand delivery ( ) e-mail ( ) on 

.....(date)....., to each of the parties or their counsel. 

       

Approved Court Reporter, Civil 

Court Reporter, or Approved 

Transcriptionist 

.....(address)..... 

Note: The foregoing approved court reporter’s, civil court reporter’s, or approved 

transcriptionist’s acknowledgment to be placed “at the foot of” or attached to a 

copy of the designation, shallmust be properly completed, signed by the 

approved court reporter, and filed with the clerk of the appellate court within 5 

days of service of the designation on the approved court reporter, civil court 

reporter, or approved transcriptionist. A copy shallmust be served on all parties 

or their counsel, who shallwill have 5 days to object to any requested extension 

of time. See Fla. R. App. P. 9.200(b)(1), (b)(2), & (b)(3), (b)(4). 
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(i) Civil Supersedeas Bond. 

…..(Title of Court)….. 

 

Case No.      

 

     ,) 

Plaintiff,     ) 

      ) 

v.      )  CIVIL SUPERSEDEAS BOND 

      ) 

     ,) 

Defendant.     ) 

      ) 

We, _________________________ as Principal, and ____________________ as 

Surety, are held and firmly bound unto ____________________ in the principal 

sum of $_____, for the payment of which we bind ourselves, our heirs, personal 

representatives, successors, and assigns, jointly and severally. 

The condition of this obligation is: the above-named Principal has 

entered an appeal to the .....(court)..... to review the .....(judgment or order)..... 

entered in the above case on .....(date)....., and filed in the records of said court 

in book _____ at page_____. 

NOW THEREFORE, if the Principal shall satisfyies any money judgment 

contained in the judgment in full, including, if allowed by law, costs, interest, 

and attorneys’ fees, and damages for delay in the event said appeal is 

dismissed or said judgment is affirmed, then this obligation shallwill be null 

and void; otherwise to remain in full force and effect. 

Signed on .....(date)....., at.....(place)..... 

/s/        

Principal 

Signed on .....(date)....., at.....(place)..... 

/s/        

Surety 
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(j)–(l)  [NO CHANGE] 

(m) Notice of Constitutional Question. 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF  

APPEAL OF FLORIDA, 

             DISTRICT 

Case No.      

     ,) 

Appellant/Petitioner,   ) 

      ) 

v.      ) NOTICE TO ATTORNEY GENERAL 

      ) 

     ,) 

Appellee/Respondent.   ) 

      ) 

      ) 

NOTICE IS GIVEN of compliance with Florida Rule of Appellate Procedure 

9.425, with respect to the constitutional challenge brought pursuant tounder 

.....(Florida statute or Florida Constitutional provision)......  

The undersigned complied by serving the Attorney General for the State 

of Florida with a copy of the pleading or motion challenging .....(Florida statute 

or Florida Constitutional provision)....., by .....(e-mail) (mail) (delivery)..... on 

.....(date)...... 

       

Attorney for .....(name of party)..... 

.....(address, e-mail address, and 

phone number)..... 

Florida Bar No. .................... 
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(n) Notice of Termination of Limited Appearance.  [NO CHANGE] 

Committee Notes 

1980 Amendment–2020 Adoption.  [NO CHANGE] 


